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For reflection “Ask for what you want and be prepared to get it!”  Maya Angelou 

Hebrew Scripture:  I Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14 
Then David lay down with his ancestors and was buried in David’s City. He ruled over Israel forty years—
seven years in Hebron and thirty-three years in Jerusalem.  Solomon sat on the throne of his father 
David, and his royal power was well established. 

Now Solomon loved the LORD by walking in the laws of his father David, with the exception that he also 
sacrificed and burned incense at the shrines. 

The king went to the great shrine at Gibeon in order to sacrifice there. He used to offer a thousand 
entirely burned offerings on that altar.   

The LORD appeared to Solomon at Gibeon in a dream at night. God said, “Ask whatever you wish, and I’ll 
give it to you.” 

Solomon responded, “You showed so much kindness to your servant my father David when he walked 
before you in truth, righteousness, and with a heart true to you. You’ve kept this great loyalty and 
kindness for him and have now given him a son to sit on his throne. And now, LORD my God, you have 
made me, your servant, king in my father David’s place. But I’m young and inexperienced. I know next to 
nothing. But I’m here, your servant, in the middle of the people you have chosen, a large population that 
can’t be numbered or counted due to its vast size.  Please give your servant a discerning mind in order 
to govern your people and to distinguish good from evil, because no one is able to govern this important 
people of yours without your help.” 

It pleased the LORD that Solomon had made this request.  God said to him, “Because you have asked for 
this instead of requesting long life, wealth, or victory over your enemies—asking for discernment so as 
to acquire good judgment— I will now do just what you said. Look, I hereby give you a wise and 
understanding mind. There has been no one like you before now, nor will there be anyone like you 
afterward. I now also give you what you didn’t ask for: wealth and fame. There won’t be a king like you 
as long as you live. And if you walk in my ways and obey my laws and commands, just as your father 
David did, then I will give you a very long life.” 

Gospel Reading:  John 14:12-14 
 
I assure you that whoever believes in me will do the works that I do. They will do even greater works 
than these because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask for in my name, so that the 
Father can be glorified in the Son.  When you ask me for anything in my name, I will do it. 
 
 



 

Meditation:                                            Asking for the Most 
Our Hebrew scripture reading this morning reports a portion of the history of the development 

of the nation of Israel, and it's important to have some of the context of that history to grasp the import 
of Solomon's prayerful request.   As you heard, David had died, but not before designating his son, 
Solomon, as his successor.  In its leap to Solomon's prayer, the recommended text did omit the 
extensive section of the story in which "Solomon secured that throne," essentially by killing or having 
killed every potential claimant to it.  Solomon engineered these deaths in such a way that all of them 
were proclaimed to be brought  about by the decedent himself—either through offense to God or an 
overt or covert challenge to the stability of the kingdom.  For its time and many others, that wasn't an 
extraordinary amount of infighting to determine who would inherit the throne after David's death. What 
may be curious is that the historians of this new nation among nations record no judgement about how 
Solomon secured the throne. 

This is the place in the history that marks the entrance of the historian known as the  
Deuteronomist—the one who will, without fear or favor, evaluate all the kings against the 

standards of righteous behavior laid out early in the life of the people of Israel.   It is here also, that that 
the historian began to lay the theological groundwork justifying the success of Solomon's reign—the  
king who would after all, build the great and glorious Temple in Jerusalem.  However, even in this early 
day the historian will note that while Solomon seems fairly righteous, he does make offerings to idols.   
At the end of his long and fabulous reign, his downfall and mixed judgement from history will be laid at 
the clay feet of his idol worship and acquiring of foreign wives—acquired, no doubt, for the political 
alliances his marriages created.   Solomon would never be the revered king that David was.    

But the focus of this text is a dream Solomon has.  Dreams were a common vehicle for recording 
and reporting spiritual experiences and encounters with God. In Solomon's dream God offered him 
anything he might ask.  A humble new king asked for wisdom and a discerning heart to rule God's 
people.   Let's remember the mark of all the faithful is that we are dependent on God for what we 
need—the sign of a faithful ruler before God was that they dispense justice and mercy to all regardless 
of their wealth, power, influence or especially, their lack thereof.   
 Solomon, in a dream, asks God for the capacity to be the ruler God might wish. Not surprisingly, 
God was pleased with this request and honored it.  According to the report, God was so pleased that 
Solomon was further rewarded with wealth and fame, and if Solomon remained faithful, there would 
follow a long life and the greatest of reigns in his lifetime.     
 If most are not familiar with this dream, Solomon's wisdom was legend and comes to us in the 
most familiar story of two women came to Solomon for a decision, claiming they were both the mother 
of a baby.   Scripture further spends a great deal of time describing his personal wealth and the wealth 
of a kingdom that built an extraordinary temple.  One can still see the excavated remnants of this 
fabulous kingdom throughout Israel. History records that the dream came true. 
 It comes back to the dream.  It would be easy to be cynical and say that Solomon asked for what 
he knew God wanted him to ask for, counting on the other goodies to fall his way as a reward.    If we 
were only being cynical about Solomon that would be one thing—but are we particularly interested in 
worshipping a God who can be easily manipulated by prayerful sleight of hand—the God who knows our 
heart of hearts—and, more importantly, charges us to bring everything before the divine throne in 
prayer?   

I don't think we are.  Yet I wonder how many of us, without pointing to Solomon, whatever we 
believe about his intentions, attempt our own versions of distracting God from our true prayerful 
desires, in the hope that what "we really want" will fall our way?     I suspect a lot of us.  I spend a fair 
amount of pastoral care time, working with people who believe that what they want is counter to God's 
will; that they shouldn't ask for it; tearing themselves up with guilt and cutting themselves off from the 
God who would help if only God could.    



 

If we assume for the moment, Solomon's best intentions—that he truly wanted to be the best 
possible ruler he could be in God's eyes--that  he was asking—hoping to receive the most possible, 
opting for the ideal—we can certainly assume that about the people we know—that they, too, are 
opting for the ideal, truly wanting to be the best possible, most faithful people we can be despite the 
limitations of which we are all too aware.  

In my experience, they are. What people want is health and wholeness, even while aware of the 
limitations of genetics, lifestyle, human nature and environment.   What people want is restored and 
nourishing relationships, fearful that confrontation or challenge is somehow a violation of the command 
to turn the other cheek.  What people want is the best for loved ones, even while grieving their 
powerlessness to make life pain-free.   What people want is relief from pain, without knowing how to 
achieve it for themselves. What people want is justice, mercy and opportunity for everyone while not 
limiting the opportunities of "their own."   With the best of intentions, we ask for the most, for others 
and for ourselves. 

 Given that none of these people are asking for extraordinary wealth or power, harm to another 
human being, or in almost all of my experience, concealing major crimes, one has to ask what we think 
we are hiding from God, or more importantly need to hide from God, with futilely mis-directed prayers.    

What they (we) are attempting to hide is our pain, our confusion, our earnest desire to be 
faithful, even when all too painfully aware of our own humanity; our misunderstandings from childhood 
teachings and all sorts of things that have absolutely no power to make us other than good people in 
God's eyes—good people who need help we often refuse to ask for.     

An antidote might be to begin as Solomon began, asking for the most, asking with fervor that we 
be made the most faithful people we might be—and see what comes of it. Certainly, what will come of it 
with our God is likely to be far more fruitful than anything we might try or are attempting on our own. 
For unlike the Deuteronomist, who approached those who came under his scrutiny with judgment and 
impartiality, God approaches those whom God created with favor and compassion.  Our prayers and our 
God will not, cannot spare us the challenge and pain that comes with being human, but our God does 
sustain us, redeem and restores us to the goodness that was named in us at our creation and upholds us 
through with Christ's body on earth, with the Spirit which has formed us into a living breathing 
community.    May it be so for us this day.     
 
Prayer for Others and Ourselves    
 

Compassionate and merciful God:  We come before you a humble and faithful people, bowing 
heads and souls in prayer that the power of your spirit might wash over us and run through us.  

In the silence of these moments, we dare to raise to you the truest of our desires, that in your 
wisdom and discernment you might give us what we need for faithful living in our homes, in our church, 
in our community, in our nation and on our planet.  … 

 
  Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread. Forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

    


