
 

LET EVERYONE … 
Preached by 

Rev. Linda D. Even 
United Church of Fayetteville 

June 13, 2021 
 

Hebrew Scripture Reading:   Psalm 78:1-7  
1Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 2I will open my mouth in 
a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old, 
3things that we have heard and known, that our ancestors have told us. 4We will not hide them from their 
children; we will tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might, and the wonders 
that he has done. 5He established a decree in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our 
ancestors to teach to their children; 6that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, and 
rise up and tell them to their children, 7so that they should set their hope in God, and not forget the works of 
God, but keep his commandments; 
 
Gospel Reading:   Matthew 19:13-15 
13Then little children were being brought to him in order that he might lay his hands on them and pray. The 
disciples spoke sternly to those who brought them; 14but Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and 
do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” 15And he laid his hands on 
them and went on his way. 
 

Meditation:   Let Everyone … 
 It has been a gift of grace for UCF that as we have returned to worshipping in person, some of the 
very first things we got to do together were baptize a baby and now celebrate graduation milestones with 
our young people.  Those rituals not only have power and impact for individuals and households, but also 
congregations as we too celebrate the promise of the present and future—something that has been hard to 
do for the last 15 months.  
 No one needs me to tell them that has been a tough year for everyone involved in education – 
parents, teachers, administrators, students, bus drivers, school nurses, janitorial staff, technical support staff 
–the list goes on and on—no one in a community has remained untouched by the pandemic’s impact on 
education along with everything else.   We owe all those folks a debt of gratitude for their perseverance, 
commitment, and creativity in investing in our communal future at no small risk to themselves. 
 The public education efforts as well as worship, church activities and education were greatly 
facilitated by Zoom and other virtual opportunities for connecting and learning.  Nonetheless, our faith 
education for our young people dropped off our activity list, because, while there were interesting and 
effective virtual activities and classes available, it would be hard to find anyone of any age who was looking 
for more computer time in this past year.    
 This summer we are offering a Summer Blast Vacation Bible Study virtual opportunity for pre-k 
through sixth graders and seven of our young people and their parents are participating.  For our high school 
students, there is opportunity for reconnecting with young people in the community through the folks who 
organized Frist Friday events.   
 But what about fall?  As this school year comes to an end, we read continually about the public 
education sector’s planning for fall—changes in pandemic status withstanding—a full return to in-person 
learning with some likely tweaks for public health.  Having come to appreciate the hard way, the benefits of a 
public education system, people are excited and looking forward to what comes next? 
 What about here?  As we have done in the past, we too need to be thinking about what comes next, 
planning for renewed investment in the faith development of our young people come fall.   
 I will never say the pandemic was a gift, but its significant disruption of our education efforts gives us 



 
the opportunity to revisit our education model for this day and age—something we have been loathe to do 
because of how well the old one worked in a different day and age.  There are models out there, so we would 
not need to re-invent the wheel.  UCF-ers have the long-demonstrated capacities for creativity and invention.  
We need to put those gifts to use in developing a program that is reflective of our current demographic, 
lower numbers, evolving learning modalities, and reduces the extremely labor-intensive model as it now 
exists.   
 Faith development is not a one-and-done deal with a pat on the head, a scholarship and a hug at 
Christmas break. Just as primary education prepares young people for lifelong education and learning, so 
does grounding in the faith provide young people for a life-long faith journey—a grounding which will also 
sustain them through those developmental stages when worship and the faith community aren’t in the 

forefront of their activities—say – the college years😊   
 As you know, the Nominating Committee is still seeking someone to serve as the education elder and 
the Board, itself, is therefore running understaffed as it were.  But so important an enterprise is not the work 
of one person, but work for us all.  It has been said that “No one can do everything, but everyone can do 
something.”  So, let everyone pray—not that someone else step up, but that God might guide us in the ways 
we ourselves can step up to a chance to be part of something new and exciting—something that encourages 
the on-going life of the church doing Christ’s ministry in the world and provides us the regular opportunity of 
celebrating the present and future with an ongoing flow of our young people.  
 May we hear the call of the needs of young people and respond in God’s name according to Christ’s 
directives.  Amen. 
 

Prayers for Others and Ourselves 
Compassionate God: In this weekend, when we ask your blessing on Katie, Stephanie and all the 

grandchildren of our congregation who mark major milestones in this season, we are aware of all that you 
have given that brought them and us to this place. For all the blessings of nurture, encouragement, teaching, 
talking, listening, and structuring that have come to us in word and example, from those on earth who have 
borne your gifts to us, we are deeply grateful.  May our gratitude show in our use of all these gifts and 
opportunities, not only for our own sakes but for the sake of those who do not have them.      

As we celebrate and encourage education, we are all too aware of places in the world where people 
are denied an education by virtue of gender or class or caste or belief – where the denials are imposed by 
violence.    As we give thanks for the teachers, formal and informal who have been encouragers, models and 
guides of learning for our children here, we are also grateful for those who labor in schools and universities in 
everyplace.  
  In this extraordinarily difficult year in our country for students, teachers, parents and administrators, 
we pray gratitude for their efforts and seek your strength and guidance as we move ahead, revitalizing 
education in every place, increased creativity for achieving goals, and helping to address gaps in socialization 
and development that occurred because of the pandemic.  

We are aware of the disruptions of war and terror around the globe, we give thanks for our relative 
safety and re-commit ourselves to working for your justice so that peace might prevail in response to caring, 
opportunity and hospitality for all people.  
We pray in the name of Christ Jesus, who came for the sake of the whole world, and calls your people in 
every time and place to witness to his love in word and deed.  We join together in the prayer he taught us 
saying... 
 

  The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day, our daily bread.  
Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 


