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For reflection: "It is not only for what we do that we are held responsible, but also for what we do not do."                                                                                                                                                                 
Moliere   
 
Hebrew Scripture Reading: Jeremiah 1:4-10 
The Lord’s word came to me: “Before I created you in the womb I knew you; before you were born I set you 
apart; I made you a prophet to the nations.”  
 “Ah, Lord God,” I said, “I don’t know how to speak because I’m only a child.” 
The Lord responded, “Don’t say, ‘I’m only a child.’ Where I send you, you must go; what I tell you, you must 
say. Don’t be afraid of them, because I’m with you to rescue you,” declares the Lord. 
Then the Lord stretched out his hand, touched my mouth, and said to me, “I’m putting my words in your 
mouth. This very day I appoint you over nations and empires, to dig up and pull down, to destroy and 
demolish, to build and plant.” 
 
Epistle Readings: I Peter 5:1-4  
Therefore, I have a request for the elders among you. (I ask this as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s 
sufferings, and as one who shares in the glory that is about to be revealed.) I urge the elders:  Like shepherds, 
tend the flock of God among you. Watch over it. Don’t shepherd because you must, but do it voluntarily for 
God. Don’t shepherd greedily, but do it eagerly. Don’t shepherd by ruling over those entrusted to your care, 
but become examples to the flock. And when the chief shepherd appears, you will receive an unfading crown 
of glory. 
 
I Timothy 3:8-13 
In the same way, servants in the church should be dignified, not two-faced, heavy drinkers, or greedy for 
money. They should hold on to the faith that has been revealed with a clear conscience. They should also be 
tested and then serve if they are without fault. In the same way, women who are servants in the church 
should be dignified and not gossip. They should be sober and faithful in everything they do.  Servants must be 
faithful to their spouse and manage their children and their own households well. Those who have served 
well gain a good standing and considerable confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus. 
 

Sermon:  Disability is a Non-Issue  
I don't know how many times across the seasons of the year, both sacred and secular, that I am 

asked or ask myself, "Why doesn't God tell us what to do like God always told the people in the Bible?  Why 
doesn't God send angels like the ones in the gospels to announce God's plan?"  In these complex times, there 
is something appealing and refreshingly direct about a God who says, "Hey, Moses, take your shoes off!"  
"Jeremiah, you're a prophet now."  "Joseph, take the family home via the Egyptian route."  

At one time or another, most of us, myself included, long for a one-on-one conversation with God or 
one of God's representatives, highlighting options or telling us which road to take at a difficult crossroad.  
There are other times, especially when we see how God always seems to recommend the tougher road, that 
we are less eager for that personal attention. 
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But whether it is because we don't recognize God's representatives or because we are afraid to 
recognize them -- we do have those conversations more often than we acknowledge -- exchanges that sound 
like Jeremiah's and God's.  Theirs began, "Now the word of the Lord came to me, saying, "... I appointed you a 
prophet to the nations."   Ours sound like this: 

"Hi!  This is Paula.  I am calling for the Christian Education committee.  We want to know if you will be 
a church school teacher next fall." 

"Hello.  This is Sarah, from the nominating committee.  We'd like you to prayerfully consider serving 
on the Board for three years." 

"Hi!  This is Rich.  I just wanted to remind you that our Church in the World Sunday is on September 
29.  We hope you will sign up for one of the great mission activities we have scheduled." 

Hi!  This is Betsy.  We are hoping all parents of our babies and toddlers will schedule a Sunday to get 
to know all our babies and toddlers in the nursery during worship.  

Hi!  This is Gail from Stewardship just wanting to make sure you know all the great things UCF does 
with pledged giving and asking you to take your part in supporting our ministry. 

Hi!  This is Cindy wondering if you would spend a few hours per month visiting some of our older 
members.   

Those individuals may cringe at being identified as God's representatives, but these are not facetious 
analogies.  They are examples reflecting a bedrock element of our theology—the deeply held belief that the 
Spirit of God works in and through the group seeking to do God's will.   

Every committee meeting that initiates those calls to serve begins and ends with prayer.  Prayer 
which seeks the guidance of God's Spirit in the planning and work of the church's ministry.  Prayer that 
reflects the obligation placed on our officers—that our officers are "not simply to reflect the will of the 
people, but to seek together to find and represent the will of Christ." 

The invitations issued in those phone calls, letters or conversations in Fellowship Hall are not the 
result of a popular election or a lucky, or even an unlucky, lottery.  They are the result of a group's prayerful, 
thoughtful discussions which have led it to believe that it is God's will that you or you or you or you or you or I 
be invited through the voice of this congregation to a specific ministry.   

 Many times, our responses to those invitations sound more like Jeremiah's than we care to admit.  
Jeremiah said, "I am too young."  How many of us say? ... "I am too old." or "I don't have any children in 
church school."  "I work outside the home."  "I am very busy."  "I've done it before." "I am not capable."  "I 
have other commitments."  "I am a snowbird."  

We don't know if Jeremiah was telling the truth or making an excuse.  Was he young or was he 
looking for way out or both?  The only thing we know from God's response, "Don't tell me you are too 
young," is that for God "this limitation, this restriction, this ‘disability,’ if you will, is a non-issue" for  
Jeremiah's call. 
    While our committees don't presume to claim God's knowledge of individuals, it is infrequent that 
births or deaths, marriages and divorces, new jobs or new homes or any of the other factors listed, are news 
to the caller.  It's just that after consideration, the church's feeling was the same as God’s—“When it comes 
to ministry, as far as we can see, "disability is a non-issue."  

In saying that "disability is a non-issue," we are not saying that statements of disability are untrue.  
We are not saying that those circumstances don't make serving the church more challenging than it 
otherwise might be.  We are saying that we know that we are all human.  We all have limits.  We are all 
capable of mistakes and falling short of our own and others’ expectations, but we believe in God who works 
through each one of us in all our humanness. 

In saying that "disability is a non-issue," we are not saying disabilities do not present legitimate 
concerns.  It is indeed a scary thing to contemplate taking on the responsibilities the church asks of her 
members.  We are saying that taking on a special ministry of music or teaching or governing or nurturing is 
not a decision to be made lightly.  Each of us must prayerfully consider what our response to God's call will 
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be, just as its offering has been prayerfully considered.  In saying that "disability is a non-issue," we are not 
saying that there are never appropriate reasons for declining to serve in a particular ministry at a particular 
time.  We are saying that there is no disability which prevents you or me from doing all ministry for all time. 

There is another reason that disability is a non-issue.  But this one can only being encountered in the 
experience that follows saying "yes" to God's call—saying "yes" in the face of our fear and doubts and in spite 
of or because of all our disabilities.  We will discover, perhaps most frighteningly of all, that God speaks, not 
only through the voice of the congregation, but through our voices -- yours and mine.  We will find ourselves 
able to do things we never thought we could do, and by all reason and logic, we shouldn't be able to do.  We 
will discover God's Spirit moving through us as individuals and even more powerfully through us as a 
community united in ministry.  

It's hard to explain what happens in the moments, days and years after one says "Yes."  Frederick 
Buechner tells it this way:  "Your life is no longer your own in the same sense.  You are not any more virtuous 
than you ever were—certainly no new sanctity or wisdom or power suddenly descends—you are nonetheless 
‘on call’ in a new way.  You start moving through the world as the declared representative of what people 
variously see as either the world's oldest and wildest and most improbable dream, or the holy living truth 
itself."  

If we weren't doubtful before about the responsibilities, we agree to undertake in service of the 
church before now, surely that turned our knees to water.  The truth is there are many times in each of our 
ministries when it occurs to us we should run while we still have the chance.  There are at least as many 
times when, frustrated with our own disabilities or angry with those of another, we wish we had never begun 
in the first place. 

But then we will pick up a crying child, or try to persuade 10 elementary schoolers to sit still for 10 
minutes or be the first smiling face a homebound person sees in a month.  We will do a day of mission service 
or see the church expand its ministry because of our active personal and fiscal participation.  We will invite 
someone who has just gotten a divorce to dinner or help a family build a home.  We will kiss a 90 year-old 
woman on her birthday or pray by the bed of a dying man.  We will look into the faces of God's people—in 
this room, or in this town or in another place altogether—and we will know that absolutely nothing and no 
one forces us to stay.  We will know that we choose to stay because we love.  We will know that we choose 
to stay because we hold God's people in our hearts. 

In the days and weeks ahead, as those planning to lead our ministry in a new programming year send 
letters and emails, make phone calls and chat us up in Fellowship Hall, let us prayerfully consider our 
response, thinking first of the needs of those we care about and the rewards of saying "Yes" to the ministry of 
Christ in the world, before we begin to weigh its costs. Let us choose to say "Yes," embracing all the 
possibility lying before us.  

 Let us pray:  Lord our God:  As we look into the faces of the people we hold in our hearts, touch our 
mouths that they might be filled with your word.  Touch our hearts that they might overflow with your love.  
Touch our hands that they might move in service to your people.  We pray in the name of your Son, whose 
body we are.  Amen.    
 
Prayers for Others and Ourselves 
Most loving God: 

We come to you this morning, praying for all people; those we know and those we will never know.  
We come knowing that the tears of your joy and compassion are shed for all of us. 

We remember all those who are sick; sick of mind and body and soul;  those who are rejoicing in 
healing; those who are adjusting to chronic disability; those who are facing surgery; those who have received 
diagnosis of a terminal disease; those who are struggling with addictions of all kinds.  We ask you to 
remember all these people --to be with them and their families and friends; working for healing and 
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wholeness.  Help them to find comfort in pain, light in the darkness and companionship in loneliness and 
fear. 

We remember all those who are hungry; who are poor; who are jobless; who are facing financial 
difficulties.  We ask that you give them strength and hope in their struggles.  We ask too that in you, we all 
find the compassion to do your work and share our gifts that they might know a different way of living.   

By your Spirit refill the wells of our compassion so that we might once again respond, not being 
overwhelmed by their need or our own.   

All this we pray in the name of your son, Christ Jesus:  Our Father... 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
 


