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For reflection: “Our chief want is someone who will inspire us to be what we know we could be.”  
                                                                                                                                                                     Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 
Prayer of Confession:  
Merciful God: We are humbled that you have made us partners in your work in the world.  Often, however, we decline a 
call to serve and use our gifts to the fullest in your service for reasons of convenience or a willingness to let others bear 
the load disproportionately.  Often, we celebrate the praising the sacrifice of others primarily because it spares us the 
need to make our own.   Forgive us.  Grant us your Spirit so that it might re-create in us a balance of need and service, 
giving and receiving, a sense of honor and an awareness of obligation, so that the whole body might be more healthy 
and energetic in discipleship.  In Christ's name, we pray.  Amen.      
 
Psalm of the Day:  Psalm 69:30 36 (responsively)  
 I will praise the name of God with a song; I will magnify him with thanksgiving.  
This will please the LORD more than an ox or a bull with horns and hoofs.  
 Let the oppressed see it and be glad; you who seek God, let your hearts revive.  
 For the LORD hears the needy, and does not despise his own that are in bonds.  
 Let heaven and earth praise him, the seas and everything that moves in them.  
 For God will save Zion and rebuild the cities of Judah; and his servants shall live there and possess it; the children of his 
servants shall inherit it, and those who love his name shall live in it.  
 
Introduction to Scripture: 

As I mentioned last week, while we have not considered the lectionary texts this month necessarily on the day 
indicated, we have considered the July texts.  Today's was proposed for earlier in the month, but it seemed like a good 
text for this day in our life together.  Consider why that might be.   

Today's passage from Luke has no parallels in any of the other gospels.  Matthew speaks of Jesus sending out 
the 12, but nowhere else to we have this mass commissioning of disciples with their particular charges.  Let us listen for 
God's word for us on this day as it comes to us through Luke's words. 
 
Gospel Reading: Luke 10: 1-11, 16-20 

After these things, the Lord commissioned seventy-two others and sent them on ahead in pairs to every city and 
place he was about to go. He said to them, “The harvest is bigger than you can imagine, but there are few workers. 
Therefore, plead with the Lord of the harvest to send out workers for his harvest. Go! Be warned, though, that I’m 
sending you out as lambs among wolves. Carry no wallet, no bag, and no sandals. Don’t even greet anyone along the 
way.  Whenever you enter a house, first say, ‘May peace be on this house.’ If anyone there shares God’s peace, then 
your peace will rest on that person. If not, your blessing will return to you.  Remain in this house, eating and drinking 
whatever they set before you, for workers deserve their pay. Don’t move from house to house. Whenever you enter a 
city and its people welcome you, eat what they set before you.  Heal the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘God’s 
kingdom has come upon you.’  Whenever you enter a city and the people don’t welcome you, go out into the streets 
and say, ‘As a complaint against you, we brush off the dust of your city that has collected on our feet. But know this: 
God’s kingdom has come to you.’ Whoever listens to you listens to me. Whoever rejects you rejects me. Whoever 
rejects me rejects the one who sent me.” 

The seventy-two returned joyously, saying, “Lord, even the demons submit themselves to us in your 
name.”  Jesus replied, “I saw Satan fall from heaven like lightning.  Look, I have given you authority to crush snakes and 
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scorpions underfoot. I have given you authority over all the power of the enemy. Nothing will harm you.  Nevertheless, 
don’t rejoice because the spirits submit to you. Rejoice instead that your names are written in heaven.” 

 

Sermon: Dusty Feet  
You have already discerned the connection between this commissioning and sending of the seventy-two and the 

election and ordination of new officers this day.  We are setting two, not 72, aside for specialized ministry. That may 
evoke a cry of lamentation.  If that is our immediate response, let's remember – this was not the sending to the first 
twelve disciples, or the election of deacons and elders or the making of bishops, all of whom would come later in the 
development of the early church.  This was the commissioning of the first church/ the first congregation of servant 
people.   This is a charge to the whole congregation, not just the few we are ordaining or have already ordained.   

Jesus commented that 72 were only a few compared to the great harvest lying before them.  That is a situation 
that has more resonance today than it did for many centuries during the era of magnificent Christendom.  The United 
States is one of the greatest mission fields in the world.  There are more people here who have not even heard of the 
love of God, let alone experienced a welcoming community, than ever before in our history. Two—seventy-two—
seventy-two hundred—still few workers compared to the labor of harvest. While we have a small part of the world to 
which to proclaim the good news, nonetheless Jesus' charge to the seventy-two can be instructive for all of us.   

The first instruction is to carry no baggage, no food, but to rely on the hospitality of those with whom we 
come in contact.  In our own time, we might think of that charge another way. The beginning of the proclamation of 
the good news is not to ask people to come to church, to join us for worship or join us for some activity or festival.  
Those other invitations appropriately come later.  Our first charge is to offer a blessing of peace—that is to begin to 
build relationship.  However, we should not be surprised if some of the people we greet do not offer a blessing of 
peace in response.  Some may be wary, having had previous experience with the well-intentioned faithful, who 
might come on a little strong.   Even without such a response, we remain present.  We accept hospitality in the 
forms it is offered, working to develop a deeper connection.  That should be one of the easiest tasks for UCF-ers—
rightly known for our gift of building relationship.   

We remain guests—reminding that we are not in charge of how things proceed.  We are not in control.  
Rather, we are in relationship with our hosts, who have pre-eminence.  Despite the importance of our mission, we 
should never get carried away with a sense of our own importance.  Jesus further charges that even if events do not 
move along at a pace we might prefer, we are not to abruptly move on shopping for more immediately amenable 
people—also known as better pickings.  We are not to choose by neighborhood—even ones we perceive to be 
especially needy or especially wealthy.  Rather, we are to offer greetings and good news to those we encounter 
wherever we encounter them.   

Jesus charged the seventy-two with two things—to preach the good news and to heal.  Healing includes 
healing of body, mind, spirit and the reconciliation of relationships.  There is no authority granted for judging, 
condemning or soliciting.  Nor, curiously enough, does Jesus mention casting out demons and overcoming evil 
spirits—which is what the seventy-two rejoice over on their return.  In fact, while Jesus acknowledges he has 
indeed given them this power, he instructs them not to be puffed up by the powers bestowed or their 
accomplishments.  Again, we are cautioned not to develop an overweening sense of self-importance.  Rather, Jesus 
instructs us to rejoice over being called and equipped for the proclamation of the good news and healing.  

About this time, I can feel two waves of emotion rolling toward me:  First, a wave of anxiety rolling off our 
incoming officers and continuing officers—“Wait, I signed up to oversee mission or to guide our financial 
situation—not proclaiming the good  news and healing."   For them, I encourage a sense of relief with the reminder 
that this is a charge to the whole church.  The second wave is one of relief, coming from those easing back in the 
pews, saying "Whew! I ducked that one." For them I would point out the same piece of information:  This is a 
charge to the whole church.  And, of course, I can hear Sarah, the new chair of the Nominating Committee, 
chuckling under her breath, realizing there are far more folk qualified for preaching the good news and healing than 
she might first have thought.  

This is a charge to the whole church, not the Board.   All of our members by virtue of becoming Christians 
have already been so-empowered.  Ordination to the call in today's text is not required –it has been bestowed in 
baptism.  The Board, is charged with overseeing and guiding the efforts of the congregation to be such faithful 
disciples. The called and empowered laborers number far more than those who sit on the Board at any given time.  
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We strive together, as the body of Christ, accepting hospitality as it is offered, bearing blessings of peace and 
healing and working to overcome the spirits of violence and the destruction of human dignity in its many forms.   
We do that through ministries of grace, worship, hospitality, worship, justice and mercy.    

Still, in the face of all before us, the laborers are few and the potential for harvest is great.  Therefore, it is 
easy to be overwhelmed, to be unable to choose, and to become frustrated with lack of progress.  Therefore, it is 
reasonable to seek to discern, at some point, when our efforts are futile and we ought move on to where God's 
word might be received and God's will might be done.  

"When to stop" is never an easy thing for humans to discern.  We struggle to achieve a balance between 
persistence and stubbornness.   However, to we, as a group, (Jesus sent the seventy-two out in pairs, not as Lone 
Rangers with or without sidekicks) Jesus offers a ritual for marking the transition to a new household and a new 
relationship—the whole shaking "the dust of our labors off our feet" thing. 

… 
As you know, I am an avid gardener and this time of year, I frequently wear sandals when working 

outdoors. (Yes, I know emergency responders and ER docs among others would be happy to tell me of toes lopped 
off by lawn mowers, but we are not going there today.)  Not surprisingly, my feet are filthy at the end of those 
efforts, but it truly doesn’t matter what I wear.  Even with socks and gardening shoes, dirt glues itself to my feet.  I 
have to say, while, after such work a shower always feels good, one of the best parts is having clean feet again.   If I 
feel that way, after productive joy-giving labors, imagine how spiritually and physically cleansing such a de-dusting 
ritual can feel to disciples frustrated in their labors.        
 This text does often get the most air-time when people are frustrated—when their efforts don't seem to 
bear fruit and they are feeling the need to move on.   It is also often misused at such times.  The ritual does not call 
for shaking the dust off our feet and onto those who have not received us.  It is not a ritual for dismissing those with 
whom we disagree.      

The ritual is for marking those occasions when people have not heard the word we have proclaimed.  While 
we might perceive it as a personal rejection, Jesus reminds us that it isn't about us.  Whatever the reason or source 
for a failure of hospitality, that rejection is now a matter between people and God.  We might complain, but it is not 
for us to judge.   

Jesus does not authorize judging or condemnation.  He authorizes moving on.  Too often however, we 
shake the dust off our feet in anger, in frustration, in judgement, in disagreement, in disgust, in dismissal of human 
beings made by God—never our privilege.  

The truth is, as disciples of Christ, we are never going to have clean feet—or we shouldn't.  Our feet should 
be dusty with the efforts of praising God's glory, demonstrating God's love, greeting friends and strangers with 
blessing of peace and always being on the road to meet new people who need to hear of the love of God and be 
healed of the spirits which torment then.  We should all have dusty feet from getting out more to engage the 
community more actively.  Feet do not get dusty when we are sitting in sanctified space waiting for folk to come to 
us.  For the sake of God's glory, not our own, may we always be known as a people with dusty feet.   

         
Prayers for Others and Ourselves 

Most compassionate God:  Your Son taught us to come to you in prayer, speaking the details of our days, inviting 
you into every minute of our lives.  We name some of them now, them now so that in the naming we might open 
ourselves to your presence and purpose.  Hear us, Lord:  

We often sing of the beauty of your creation.  In these two days, we are especially grateful for rain that soothes 
and already parched earth.  We are newly aware that we live in a place where nature's worst is not all that bad.  Give us 
hearts of appreciation for these great and small gifts day after day – that lead us to stewardship of all you have made 
and response to those who do not have our good fortune.  

As we gather as your children in this place, we are aware of all too many places where family members are 
separated against their will – through disease and death, war and storm and by actions that seem not driven by wisdom 
but for gain.  We are glad for even incremental changes for the better, and pray for the wisdom for ALL People not to 
use other human beings as bartering chips in the works of nations or the intimate interactions of households.       

Whether close to home or in farther reaches these changes and challenges can feel like storms of the spirit. 
Love, new life and new opportunity that cause our hearts to thunder in our chests, and wash our souls with peace and 
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joy, also bring their own changes: new schedules for sleeping and waking, eating and playing, changed relationships with 
family and friends; reordered priorities for time and budget.  Guide us through these times, helping us to grow: 
together, not apart; as individuals and as households and in the household of your son; in commitment as well as 
responsibility; in joy as well as in honor. 

For some of us, the storms bring more terror, than joy.  Show us the places to take shelter.  Teach us to rely on 
the love and care of family and friends for our sake and theirs.  Above all, strengthen our reliance on you.  Let us see the 
signs all around that you are with us, at home and in the hospital.  Help us to use our faith to endure what we must and 
to make the choices we will be called upon to make.  
Grant us the courage to face the struggle, the strength to name the hurts and the love to respond to the challenge of 
building again.  Remind us that you God who create us new in forgiveness grant us the power to create a new thing in 
your name.   

Hear these words, Lord, and hear the prayers for which we have no words, ...... and hear the words we pray 
together, saying:  Our Father...  
 
The Lord's Prayer 

  


