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For reflection:  Interviewer: "Tell me about yourself." Applicant: "I'd rather not.  I kind-a want this job."                                                                       
Seen on a poster 
 
Hebrew Scripture:  Psalm 77: 1-2, 11-20  
I cry aloud to God, aloud to God, that he may hear me. In the day of my trouble I seek the Lord; in the night my hand is 
stretched out without wearying; my soul refuses to be comforted.  I will call to mind the deeds of the Lord; I will 
remember your wonders of old.  I will meditate on all your work, and muse on your mighty deeds.  Your way, O God, is 
holy. What god is so great as our God?  You are the God who works wonders; you have displayed your might among the 
peoples.  
With your strong arm you redeemed your people, the descendants of Jacob and Joseph. When the waters saw you, 
O God, when the waters saw you, they were afraid; the very deep trembled.  The clouds poured out water; the skies 
thundered; your arrows flashed on every side.  The crash of your thunder was in the whirlwind; your lightnings lit up 
the world; the earth trembled and shook. Your way was through the sea, your path, through the mighty waters; yet 
your footprints were unseen.  You led your people like a flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 
 
Gospel Reading:  Luke 9:51-62 
When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. And he sent messengers ahead of 
him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; but they did not receive him, 
because his face was set toward Jerusalem. When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us 
to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” But he turned and rebuked them. Then they went 
on to another village.  
As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” And Jesus said to him, 
“Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” To another he 
said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their 
own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first 
say farewell to those at my home.” Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the 
kingdom of God.”  
 

Sermon:  The Time Is Now! 
It's probably an occupational hazard, but when people find out what I do for a living, even when not in the 

context of my calling, they have a tendency to tell me a lot about what the Bible says.  I am not talking about specific 
texts, which are always open to interpretation, but when they offer a general sense about what the Bible says.   There 
are two general kinds of statements.  One is made when people are advocating for Biblical family values.  Now the 
argument is effectively made that the Bible has a lot to say about how we treat other people, which would include 
family members, but that doesn't seem to be what they are talking about.  And when I hear that statement and hold it 
up against stories of couples disobeying God and then lying, of siblings killing siblings, of sibling jealousy in unending 
generations, of single mothers and fathers appeasing one wife by banishing another and their child into the desert and 
parents playing children against one another, well, I wonder if we are reading the same Bible at all.   

The other is when I hear people talking about "what a friend we have in Jesus,” no doubt imagining him if he 
were here today to be down in the nursery with Lauriette, a lamb on one knee and a toddler on the other.  He would no 
doubt be listed somewhere on our BFF list and we would "friend" his Facebook page and hope he returned the favor.   
And, well, I wonder if we are reading the same Bible at all.   

If we are, we are certainly not reading this text, which challenges both of those assumptions head on.  These 



2 
 
words are uncomfortable for a lot of reasons.  Jesus seems intent on discouraging people from following him rather 
than encouraging them.  To the enthusiastic soul who pledged to follow, Jesus demanded total dependence on the 
hospitality of strangers.   To another who pled the very important circumstance of honoring their dead, and to yet 
another who merely wanted to bid farewell to his family, Jesus demonstrated apparent callous disregard for the 
necessities and values of daily living.  It's almost as if Jesus, who has turned his face toward Jerusalem and death, is 
interested in traveling alone, because all in all, then, like now, followers would prefer a warmer, fuzzier Jesus who has a 
free hand with excused absence slips and is more compliant with the expectations of society, or at least our personal 
convenience—until that's not what we are looking for—usually with a preference that Jesus be discomfiting others—
not us.       

It would be far easier to skip this text.  To do so would be to assume it is as simplistic as some might make it; or 
that even if it were, we don’t have to deal with it.   Yet, we have no evidence that Jesus who fed the hungry, broke 
Sabbath laws so that he and his followers might eat, had compassion on the crowds, wept over his own dead and a city 
soon to come to grief, ate with outcasts, healed the sick, and who at the end of his life handed his mother into the care 
of his disciples, was unaware of or unaffected by the basic needs of life and human relationships.   

What was he teaching?  Certainly he wanted to be clear that discipleship had a cost; that discipleship at its core 
was related to exercising discipline about the choices we make; that committing to Jesus would and should affect all 
the other choices we make—just as all the other important commitments we make should affect any subsequent ones.   
And as Jesus was wont to do, on this occasion he became painfully specific.  Here we are not treated to a poetic "Take 
up your cross and follow" that we can reduce to metaphor, hymn humming or the convenient inconvenient minor 
discomfort we relegate to scheduled seasons like Lent.  

Jesus' words issue us a number of challenges, albeit perhaps not the literal ones we are thinking of:  First, they 
remind us that the decision to follow Christ is not a one-time momentary high, important only at the baptism of our 
children or our own confirmations or baptisms; not only when our weddings occurs as we stand under a cross or as we 
bless and grieve our dead.  It is a promise that has priority all the time, not just when we have the opportunity to 
choose between something we'd rather not do anyway and following Jesus.  They remind us that Jesus has claim to the 
best of our lives not just the dregs we would willingly cede.   

The other part is a bit more subtle, but it is there, nonetheless.  We don't know—Luke doesn’t tell us what the 
three decided—to follow or to stay behind.   They would have good reason to do either.  And there is everything (his 
whole life and ministry) to suggest Jesus knew what he was demanding, that he understood to follow him involved 
significant sacrifice.     

We don’t know what happened to those three, but their presence in our scriptures reminds us to continually 
evaluate our priorities, the ones we mouth and the ones we actually hold, and to choose carefully those reasons not 
following, not relating, not serving.   Most of us today, offer some level of "busy-ness" for not doing something, being it 
responding to a request (even with a "no"); to deciding what to do in reasonable time for others to plan; to actually 
doing something; to giving money to church or charity; to serving the community we have pledged to uphold; to 
engaging our family, or neighbors or co-workers in new ways.    

Most of us are busy. Much of that busy-ness is by necessity—where we find ourselves in the family life cycle, 
child-rearing, parent care, school, the demands of work in a 24/7 wired in world.  Many of us add home care, travel, 
hobbies, volunteer work, political activism and more to the list.  And if we can wedge it in to our schedule, serving 
Christ.   While there are other ways (and many necessary ones) to serve Christ other than through the life of a 
congregation, and while I don't confuse the organization of a congregation with the will of God, it is important to 
remember that the congregation is a body of greater discernment and calling than any one individual can be and, as a 
group, is less easily swayed from the importance of its community calling than any of us might be tempted to be.   

It's true in some ways we are busy; perhaps busier than ever before. Some of us are by necessity; some from 
joy, and some quite frankly if we are honest, because in our world busy-ness has become the coin of the realm of 
perceived importance. 

Many of us have become participants willingly or not in a busyness contest.  The less available we are, the more 
our phone calls are interrupted by call waiting, the more emails, the more inaccessible we are, the longer someone has 
to wait to meet with us or we with them, all becomes part of the calculus of relative importance and standing in the 
world.    But there is something we can and I believe ought to do to step outside the contest.     

We might consider: 
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When we fail to respond to an inquiry or an invitation—responses are not actually all that time-consuming, let's 
ask ourselves:  Is it because, in fact, the inquiry does require time to sort our thoughts or calendar and respond 
appropriately?  Or because it's something we don't want to do and don't want to say?  Or, is it because while perhaps 
we haven't yet admitted it to ourselves, we like the idea of other people waiting on us? 

We might pay attention to our responses when we are invited or called to do something:  Is our standard reply 
not a response to the question asked, but a laundry list of all the things we have to do or have not yet done?  A 
recitation of all the things we have already been asked to do or a list of all the people currently waiting for us, ahead of 
this new person in the line of our attention?  

Is our 24/7 connection to people and places an interruption of our lives or a tool for avoiding them?  Do we pay 
attention to the fact that while our mobile devices may keep us connected, if we don’t control them, they control us by 
creating the circumstance where we are always evaluating which is more important—the one in front of us—or the one 
in cyberspace? 

There is real cost to our busy-ness.  With or without intention, we can use it, real or perceived, to build walls 
between us and those we love; between us and other servants of Christ and even between us and our Lord.  We can 
use the reassurance of long to-do lists to avoid evaluating and, yes, re-sorting our priorities.   We can use our busy-ness 
even to separate us from ourselves, keeping us from determining whether we are using our gifts to their fullest, living 
richly, fully, faithfully and with joy, or are merely keeping our calendars full.   One sign, as a culture, that we are losing 
the ability to discern the difference between busyness and fullness of life is the ever-increasing length of obituaries, as 
though the more one's loved ones can think of, the more value the person's life had and therefore the greater the loss.   
Living or dead, do we really want our lives to be measured by the number of column inches in our obituary.  

The busy-ness losers in the busy-ness contest are each and every one of us, the communities in which we live 
and the body of Christ in the world.   Jesus' challenge to those who would be his followers is to always keep our 
priorities straight, to be willing to re-evaluate them with frequency; to keep our eye on the prize, remembering that it is 
not a lengthy obituary or well-resourced retirement; and to remember that commitments are not intended to build 
walls but to build up the whole human community.   

Jesus' words remind us that the time we have for serving God and nurturing all the relationships of our lives is 
this time.  The time to act is now, not in some fuzzy, imagined but unlikely to be realized future when we are no longer 
busy or not have to set priorities.  In these slower days of summer, we have excellent opportunity to begin that 
evaluation and sorting of relative priorities. It may be that when we are able to do so, we will also be able to love and 
be loved more freely, and more graciously as our God loves us, and to truly be the people we want to be and the 
disciples Christ calls us to be.      

 
Prayer for Others and Ourselves 
Gracious and loving God:  We fold ourselves before you in prayer, opening our Spirits wide so that you might move 
freely through our hearts and minds.   
 
We pray for the places where war and terrorism reign, the ones s where the displaced number ion the millions; the 
ones who seek to make room and the ones who need room… 
 
We pray for the places where ignorance and fear reign, especially those places where people are denied rights, or 
dignity or life or education, because while created in your image, they reflect a different aspect of your being than 
those around them…   
 
We pray for the places where the forces of nature have reigned over destruction of life, property and the planet.  Here 
at home we pray for rain that the earth might be nourished and living things might flourish… 
 
We pray for ourselves and for the places in our own minds and hearts where such forces of ignorance or violence, 
failure to provide for human dignity or disregard for your creation also reign  
 
Most holy God: We pray for the day when your vision and purposes reign in every place, beginning with our own lives 
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The Lord's Prayer 


