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For Reflection: "Spiritual people don't float around all day on clouds of glory; they live in the real world 

and deal with real issues in real ways.”                                                                                        Joyce Meyer 
 

Psalm of the Day:  Psalm 97 

The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be glad!  
Clouds and thick darkness are all around him; righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne.  
Fire goes before him, and consumes his adversaries on every side.  
His lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and trembles.  
The mountains melt like wax before the Lord, before the Lord of all the earth.  
The heavens proclaim his righteousness; and all the peoples behold his glory.  
All worshipers of images are put to shame, those who make their boast in worthless idols; all gods bow 
down before him.  
Zion hears and is glad, and the towns of Judah rejoice, because of your judgments, O God.  
For you, O Lord, are most high over all the earth; you are exalted far above all gods.  
The Lord loves those who hate evil; he guards the lives of his faithful; he rescues them from the hand of 
the wicked.  
Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart.  
Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous, and give thanks to his holy name! 
 
A Reading from the Revelation to John: Rev. 22:12-21 
“See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s work. I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” Blessed are those who wash their 
robes, so that they will have the right to the tree of life and may enter the city by the gates. Outside are 
the dogs and sorcerers and fornicators and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and 
practices falsehood. “It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am 
the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” 
And let everyone who hears say, “Come.” And let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes 
take the water of life as a gift. I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if 
anyone adds to them, God will add to that person the plagues described in this book; if anyone takes 
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away that person’s share in the tree of 
life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.  The one who testifies to these things says, 
“Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.  
 
Sermon: Back to the Real World  
 Today marks a first in my preaching career.  I have never before preached on a text from the 
Revelation to John.   The primary reason for that is that I don't believe it lends itself to episodic reading 
and reflection, but rather is especially fit for a lengthy Bible Study, addressing it from beginning to end, 
and exploring its interdependence with the broader Christian theology of the early church.   (And let me 
pre-emptively say to the Women's Bible Study, I respectfully decline. :-) 
 It is not today in particular that led me to depart from that practice, but the lectionary-
recommended text, but rather the text itself.     



 Please note that I have referred to the book by the title, "The Revelation to John."  It is often 
erroneously referred to as "Revelations."  It is, instead, a report, if you will, of one long complex 
dramatically imaged vision communicated to the seven churches of Asia through John—one who 
understood himself to be a prophet—which is not a seer of strange things—but a messenger of God's 
word.   
 Our text today are the final verses of the book, but are not part of the revelation or vision.  
Rather, the vision has ended and John is returning and calling the church to return to the real-world—a 
real world that includes worship and praise, the gathering of the community, times of challenge, despair 
and persecution, and moments of choice for people of faith.  John asserts that regardless how powerful 
the vision, no one and no community can live on the mountaintop forever—and he cautions against 
making one form of spirituality or vehicle for receiving the gift of the Spirit, to be valued above others.  
While we may not make visions the touchstone of determining spiritual experience, most of us do have 
some experiences of encountering God that we value more highly than others.  For some of us it may be 
music, for some of us study of the Word, for others it may be the gathering of the community, or being 
one with nature, and for many of us, it might be the meal we are about to share.  While such attitudes 
are human, John cautions that we will miss much of God's presence in the world if we are only looking in 
one place.     
 All in all, these final words continue the delicate masterful balancing act John has maintained 
throughout.  There is the promise that Jesus is coming soon—a promise that would have been heard as 
encouragement—a word of hope in difficult days, urging people of faith to stay the course until all of 
history shall be resolved according to God's purposes.   We, of less traditional theology, sociology and 
psychology tend to either ignore that promise or fuzz the target, saying "soon" is not to be taken 
literally.  And, if I dare say so, while we are not particularly worried about eternal damnation, we do 
enjoy our lives and aren't particularly interested in seeing that enjoyment cut short, even for the 
purposes of God.     

The proclamation of the second coming of Christ is typically very differently interpreted in our 
time than it would have been heard by those early Christians  Rather, through the media, we often hear 
something that sounds like a divine nuclear option.   Prophets of the day proclaim that the end is near 
and what awaits most of the world is even more anguish than its people endure in their day to day 
living.  That alone ought to give us pause—given those same news reports are filled with drought, 
famine, disease, war, ethnic cleansing, climate change, and at least in this country, an increasing 
population of people who cannot generate means for resolving domestic or workplace disputes that 
don't involve automatic weapons and mass slaughter.     
 These contemporary prophets also emphasize the idea that some will be saved and some will 
not—a legitimate scriptural perspective—and one that we, again, among the less traditional, take with a 
grain of salt.  The thought that some will be saved and some will not is also present in John's report of 
his vision and the surrounding materials.  At the same time, another balancing act John skillfully 
maintains is the one arguing that human choice determines our ultimate outcome against the vision that 
God's grace is universal, according to God's good purposes. 

If you were reading along in your Bibles this morning, when I read the text for today, you may 
note that I read, "Come, Lord Jesus! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen." While your 
translation of the Bible may have said, "The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints."  The earliest 
manuscripts of the book do not contain the words "the saints," but apparently the earliest scribes were 
already worried that God's grace might be available to just anyone.  It seems to be a human trait to 
increase the threat level against others, often becoming an attempt to be more just, more holy and less 
merciful than our God. 

So, how might we seek the delicate balance John maintains between: 
"spiritual experience" and "life in the real world"   
"soon" and "not yet"          
"personal choice" and "universal grace". 



First, we remember that being lost in the wonder, love and praise we call worship and that 
sharing this meal, regardless of how high they lift us, regardless of our experience of communion with 
God in Christ and with one another are not ends in and of themselves.  They prepare and equip us for 
life in the world as Christ's hands, feet and heart bearing witness to God's justice and mercy.         

As we live and serve in the time when the promises of God have been and will be fulfilled but 
are not yet complete, we would do well to remember these are the only days we have to serve God and 
minister to the world.  Our days are finite, so regardless of when God's purposes will ultimately be made 
complete, our lives have an endpoint and we need to let that awareness fill us with a sense of urgency 
for doing God's will in this place and time.  Therefore, even as we trust in God's saving grace, let our 
personal choices be guided by our awareness of who God calls us to be and what God calls us to do.    
 
Invitation to the Table 
Friends:  That we might be lifted into the presence of God and nurtured in faith and hope and so 
equipped for life in the world, let us come to the Table this day.  
 
 


