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For reflection:  

This child through David's city 
Shall ride in triumph by; 

The palm shall strew its branches, 
And every stone shall cry, 
And every stone shall cry, 

Though heavy, dull, and dumb 
And lie within the roadway 

To pave his way to kingdom come. 
From "A Christmas Hymn" by Richard Wilbur 

 
Hebrew Scripture: Leviticus 23:39-41 
Now, the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the produce of the land, you 
shall keep the festival of the LORD, lasting seven days; a complete rest on the first day, and a complete 
rest on the eighth day. On the first day you shall take the fruit of majestic trees, branches of palm trees, 
boughs of leafy trees, and willows of the brook; and you shall rejoice before the LORD your God for seven 
days. You shall keep it as a festival to the LORD seven days in the year; you shall keep it in the seventh 
month as a statute forever throughout your generations. 
 
Gospel Reading: Luke 19:28-40 
After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. When he had come near Bethphage 
and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, saying, “Go into the 
village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie 
it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’” So 
those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. As they were untying the colt, its 
owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” They said, “The Lord needs it.” Then they brought 
it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. As he rode along, people kept 
spreading their cloaks on the road. As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of 
Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the 
deeds of power that they had seen, saying, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!” Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, 
“Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” 40He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones 
would shout out.” 
 
Sermon: A Stony Silence  
 Reading and understanding scripture is a tricky business, even if we are familiar with all the 
words and stories – perhaps especially so when we are familiar with all the words and stories.   Our 
challenges are magnified when we have more than one report of the same occasion.  Luke's recounting 
of the events of the day we call Palm Sunday are a case in point. 
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 We have already included at least two things in our service this morning that were nowhere in 
Luke's account.  Can you name them? 
          Palm branches and hosannas.   There is a third item – branches cut from trees –and while 
technically our palm branches were cut from trees, it didn't happen this morning, we didn't cut them 
down this morning.      Luke offers us a "Triumphant Entry Sunday" but without the palms.   Why?  Palms 
were waved in victory parades and were signs of political power and success at war.   That is not, 
apparently, the kind of "king" Luke was interested in portraying Jesus as.   But we'll get back to that. 
 A palm-less Sunday isn't the only difference.  As in the other stories we have of this day, Jesus 
sent two disciples ahead to procure his mount for his entry into the city – a colt which had never been 
ridden.   Such animals were used for a sacred purpose, and clearly carrying the Jesus into the city was 
one of them.      
 Yet, as they make their entry into the city, there is a stark difference between this account and 
others.  If we have a picture of cheering crowds lining the streets – a city-wide reception for a 
conquering hero – or soon to be savior, that is not the picture Luke paints for us.   
 Again – no palms – no conquering hero.   
 No hosannas – meaning no cries of salvation, which is what "hosanna" meant."  
 And, no cheering crowd.  While Luke's implication is that Jerusalem's residents might have been 
observing Jesus' entry into the city, but Luke writes, "the whole multitude of the disciples [that would be 
twelve] began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, " It 
was Jesus' disciples alone who were making the way and crying out, "Blessed is the king who comes in 
the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!” echoing the angels' 
proclamations at Jesus' birth.   
 So we have a relatively contained demonstration while others looked curiously on.  It was quite 
easy for the Pharisees to tell Jesus to tell his disciples to tone it down.  They didn't need to shout above 
throngs – just a handful of men.   The Pharisees might have felt threatened.  They might have been 
concerned that the claim of "king" would be misconstrued by the Romans and lead to a crackdown on 
the Jewish community.  They may have been simply trying to warn him for his own safety as they had 
done before.  
 Jesus' response –"If they were silent the stones would cry out" reminds us that in his world, in 
the world of the people of faith, creation is of one piece.  Humans are not separate or above it or 
beyond it –but part of it.  What happens to one part of creation happens to all of it.  In the gospels 
alone, we read of natal stars and novas stopping in the sky, eclipses and earthquakes during Jesus' 
suffering and death – stones shouting fit right in with that understanding.    
 Luke's account of this morning's events pose some interesting questions for us and perhaps a 
corrective or two for some of our current understandings and  expressions of faith.    
 We really like having the palms.  It's a tradition not to be missed.  Yet, given the desultory way 
most of the church in the world waves them when given the opportunity, as though they embarrass us, 
perhaps it wouldn't bother us to tell the story Luke's way.  
 If we've allowed ourselves some comforting image of fair weather followers who will fall away 
when the going gets tough in the week ahead, to be likened to those who stop in at a congregation for a 
day or a season of life and then drift away, that is not the story Luke tells.  He does not tell of us of a 
cheering crowd that changes its tune to jeering and a demand for Jesus' death a few days from now.    
Rather, he describes observers yet to make a commitment, perhaps never to make one, but he offers no 
judgement.   

He gives us a slightly more flattering picture of the disciples than we have had up to now.  They 
didn't entirely understand what was happening; they didn't always get who Jesus was; they weren't 
perfect, infallible, unafraid disciples; they fell asleep; they bickered with one another; occasionally 
wanted him for themselves rather than for the others who demanded things of him; they worried about 
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being identified with him and therefore in fear for their lives; they denied him and they fell asleep; BUT 
they did not fall away from him or each other.   We might want to remember that when we get 
frustrated with the imperfect company we are and the imperfect company we keep.  Disciples have a 
higher calling and a different example than going home when the parade is over and the immediate high 
has passed.  

Last, we arrive at the stony silence of that triumphant entry.  Without the proclamation of the 
disciples, Jesus says creation itself would make the news known.    It is not clear that in these days 
creation is keeping a stony silence in the face of our joyous proclamations of salvation for all creation.     

Could the stones be crying out because our proclamations are so soft-spoken as to rarely be 
heard beyond these walls?   Are we afraid of what people will think if we say what we believe or why we 
do what we do?  All disciples knew fear and doubt, but none of them stayed in those states indefinitely.    

Could the stones be crying out because of the great suffering of the planet – in part a reflection 
of our poor stewardship of  God's whole creation and a reminder of the gospel understanding that we 
and all of creation are of a piece? 

If we have become subdued in sharing the good news of the one who came to bring peace and 
reconciliation to all creation… 

if we have forgotten that we are woven into the fabric of all that God has made and what 
happens to one of us happens to all of us… 

then Luke's version of events invites us to remember what we have to offer to the world 
because of the one who entered Jerusalem on a colt 2000 years ago.  He invites us to remember who we 
are and who we are called and desire to be in the days of spiritual highs and lows, in the days of earthly 
success and challenge.  He reminds us that we are the ones called to follow and to proclaim the One 
who came so that God might reconcile all creation to God's own-self.    Especially this week, but not only 
this week, may it be an invitation we accept.         

 
Prayers for Others and Ourselves 

Compassionate God:  We open our hearts, minds and spirits to you, so that our ministry in the days 
ahead might reflect your caring for the world. 

We pray for the ill and dying  

We pray for those who have lost loved ones to freak accidents, human violence and ravaging illness 

We pray for the hungry and homeless 

We pray for a world at war 

We pray for a planet under siege 

We pray that we might hear their call and know that they have need of us to come to them in your 
name and service                        
                         
The Lord’s Prayer 

 

                      
 


