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Not a Silent Movie 
Preached by Rev. Dr. Linda Even 

United Church of Fayetteville 
August 19, 2018 

 
For Reflection:"Pray as though everything depended on God. Work as though everything depended on 
you."                                                                                                                             Saint Augustine 
 
Hebrew Scripture: I Samuel 17:1-49 

Now the Philistines gathered their armies for battle; and there came out from the camp of the 
Philistines a champion named Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span. He had a helmet of 
bronze on his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail; the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels 
of bronze. He had greaves of bronze on his legs and a javelin of bronze slung between his shoulders. The 
shaft of his spear was like a weaver’s beam, and his spear’s head weighed six hundred shekels of iron; and his 
shield-bearer went before him. He stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why have you come out to draw 
up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not servants of Saul? Choose a man for yourselves, and let 
him come down to me. If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will be your servants; but if I prevail 
against him and kill him, then you shall be our servants and serve us.” And the Philistine said, “Today I defy 
the ranks of Israel! Give me a man, that we may fight together.” When Saul and all Israel heard these words 
of the Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid. 

Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel, were in the valley of Elah, fighting with the Philistines.  
David rose early in the morning, left the sheep with a keeper, took the provisions, and went as Jesse had 
commanded him. He came to the encampment as the army was going forth to the battle line, shouting the 
war cry. Israel and the Philistines drew up for battle, army against army. David left the things in charge of the 
keeper of the baggage, ran to the ranks, and went and greeted his brothers. As he talked with them, the 
champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, came up out of the ranks of the Philistines, and spoke the 
same words as before. And David heard him.  All the Israelites, when they saw the man, fled from him and 
were very much afraid. The Israelites said, “Have you seen this man who has come up? Surely he has come up 
to defy Israel. The king will greatly enrich the man who kills him, and will give him his daughter and make his 
family free in Israel.” David said to the men who stood by him, “What shall be done for the man who kills 
this Philistine, and takes away the reproach from Israel? For who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he 
should defy the armies of the living God?”  

When the words that David spoke were heard, they repeated them before Saul; and he sent for him. 
David said to Saul, “Let no one’s heart fail because of him; your servant will go and fight with this Philistine.” 
Saul said to David, “You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for you are just a boy, and 
he has been a warrior from his youth.” But David said to Saul, “Your servant used to keep sheep for his 
father; and whenever a lion or a bear came, and took a lamb from the flock, I went after it and struck it down, 
rescuing the lamb from its mouth; and if it turned against me, I would catch it by the jaw, strike it down, and 
kill it.  Your servant has killed both lions and bears; and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be like one of them, 
since he has defied the armies of the living God.” David said, “The Lord, who saved me from the paw of the 
lion and from the paw of the bear, will save me from the hand of this Philistine.” So Saul said to David, “Go, 
and may the Lord be with you!”  Saul clothed David with his armor; he put a bronze helmet on his head and 
clothed him with a coat of mail.  David strapped Saul’s sword over the armor, and he tried in vain to walk, for 
he was not used to them. Then David said to Saul, “I cannot walk with these; for I am not used to them.” So 
David removed them. 
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Then he took his staff in his hand, and chose five smooth stones from the wadi, and put them in his 
shepherd’s bag, in the pouch; his sling was in his hand, and he drew near to the Philistine. The Philistine came 
on and drew near to David, with his shield-bearer in front of him. When the Philistine looked and saw David, 
he disdained him, for he was only a youth, ruddy and handsome in appearance. The Philistine said to David, 
“Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods.  The Philistine 
said to David, “Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and to the wild animals of the 
field.” But David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with sword and spear and javelin; but I come to you 
in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.  This very day the 
Lord will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down and cut off your head; and I will give the dead 
bodies of the Philistine army this very day to the birds of the air and to the wild animals of the earth, so that 
all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, and that all this assembly may know that the Lord does 
not save by sword and spear; for the battle is the Lord’s and he will give you into our hand.” 

When the Philistine drew nearer to meet David, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet the 
Philistine. David put his hand in his bag, took out a stone, slung it, and struck the Philistine on his forehead; 
the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell face down on the ground. 
 
Sermon: Not a Silent Movie  
 If you are like me, when you think about this story, you see a silent movie, most likely an animated 
one, of a small boy knocking down a bully on steroids with a pebble.  It arrives in our consciousness as a silent 
movie over which any script, any moral, any interpretation can be imposed.  I suspect that other than 
considering the tale as an option for a Sunday School drama, few of us have looked at it as adults.  Because 
this story seems so simple, we don’t look at it too often as adults.  It's as though the first forty-eight verses of 
a finely crafted story don't exist. 
 While the tale likely has its origins in stories told around the fire, the narrator is far from silent. He 
offers far more talk than action, more speech than war, more context than outcome.  If the authors and 
preservers of this well-written story saw it necessary to preserve forty-nine detailed verses, in order for the 
last one to be understood, we might be well served by paying attention to the whole story.     
 A little background (Yes, we need to know even more :-)) This is only the second mention of David in 
Scripture.  He has been previously anointed by the prophet Samuel to succeed Saul and eventually become 
the second king of Israel.   At this point, no one knows that but Samuel and David’s family. He still had a boy’s 
job—shepherding the family’s flock.  Even in today's story, he was not sent as a warrior; rather he was sent 
by his father to check on the well-being of his older brothers and deliver them extra provisions.   While he 
and his brothers were talking, Goliath made an appearance.        
 Due to Goliath's size, Israel’s army had defeated themselves with fear and forgetfulness before a 
single skirmish occurred.    David’s first questions addressed the army's wavering sense of identity.  His 
questions reminded them they were not just any army.  They were the army, not of a cold carved idol, but of 
the living ever-present God.  
 The young man soon found himself before Saul, the king of Israel. David made his first speech of any 
length, telling Saul he would fight the Philistine.  Saul, not surprisingly, thought he was listening to youthful 
braggadocio.  However, David responded in a way that hinted at a more mature faith than one might have 
imagined.   He reported that while he might be young, he had fought lions and bears in defense of the sheep; 
Goliath was similar, because “The Lord, who saved me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the 
bear, will save me from the hand of this Philistine.”  David took a certain amount of credit for his success in 
defending the flock, but returned gratitude to God for giving him the strength, power and courage to do it.    
 David shunned armor such as Goliath and all soldiers wore, not out of hubris, but because, in the 
same way that fear itself can immobilize, so can piling on too much self-protection.   In both cases, one might 
survive, but the living God offers far more life than that –if one is willing to accept the offer.   
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Goliath reportedly did a double take when David appeared on the field of battle. “Who are you 
people kidding?”  He pointed out to David his own size, armor—his obvious superiority.   David’s response: 
another speech.  He pointed out that all that Goliath has told him is that he was there alone, while David was 
accompanied by the living God.   He allowed that his weaponless state reminded everyone – Philistine and 
Israelite army alike—that God did not/does not win with weaponry.   

It’s almost an anti-climax when we get to the final verse, where Goliath died from a pebble launched 
by a slingshot – not just because we already know the ending, but because the story spent forty-eight verses 
telling us why this matter that was resolved in seconds had any importance at all.  Otherwise it would have 
been lost in the thousand stories of battlefield action.   
 It’s an easy story to discount – a story for children or fireside entertainment.   It’s an easy story to 
misuse – surfing across the top of it, interpreting it to mean God is always on the side of victors; or if one 
wins, it’s because God picked one to win.  That’s an easy retrospective theology to develop, but it is not one 
available before any battle is engaged.  It never holds true on the multitude of occasions, when no matter 
what interpretive lens one applies, it cannot be said that the right had prevailed.  
 But the authors of Scripture are far too wise and sophisticated to offer anything so simplistic. David 
captured and still holds the imaginations of the faithful over the millennia because he was a far more 
demanding, complex character than a cartoon action hero.       
 Our introduction to David’s character, bold and big, fabulous and flawed, proud and faithful is an 
invitation to reflect on the lens through which we understand our own lives – particularly our success in the 
world.   David accepted his successes, but understood that he was not in fact, the center of the universe.  He 
knew that it is God to whom the credit belonged.  It’s a tough balance to maintain and one that can only be 
maintained with regular practice. 
 David's story reminds us to consider all the things for which we ought give thanks.  We also need to 
remember from whom the talent came, by whom we have been blessed with family, resources to provide for 
education and occupation,  the gift of faith and a community to sustain and develop it further –key items on 
an innumerable list of blessings.       

David’s failures will come when he forgets God—when he forgets that it’s not all about him.  Our 
failures and setbacks will come when we forget God and that it’s not all about us.  Our success, like David’s, 
will come when remember the One who gives us all the gifts that contribute to our success; when we use 
those gifts to their fullest capacity; and when like David, who for the first time serves the human flock that 
will one day be his, we use our gifts for the service of all God’s people and not for ourselves alone.     
 The living God doesn’t need weapons to prevail.  The living God needs faithful people doing what 
they have been taught and what they learn in cooperation with one another.   The living God needs people 
not over-burdened by self-protection that paralyzes, a fear that freezes us into indecisiveness, but a people 
willing to practice the faith and trust in God that has sustained people across the millennia.  We can be that 
people, if only we will, seeking God’s presence in our day to day lives that we might trust in it in times of 
challenge, remember it in times of celebration and so weave our lives and our lives together in the rich 
tapestry of life with the living God.   
 
Prayer for Others and Ourselves               

Compassionate God:  In celebration, in trust for your presence, in recognition of all that we have 
accomplished with you working in us: we silently remember the gifts of this past week—of  health and life, 
days and evenings, the surprising gift of friendship, love and the possibilities of the life of faith... in silence we 
pray with thanksgiving. 

Relying on your continuing presence we look to the week ahead, as we face challenges, embrace new 
things, plan vacations and share our lives, workplaces, church and community with those who more unlike 
than like us...in silence we pray with hope 

As did David, we know that your presence, guidance and power are not for ourselves alone, but for 
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all your people in need.  Turn our hearts minds and spirits outward – to people who struggle at home with 
aftermath of flooding, forest fires, heat without relief. Turn our eyes ever outward, to households and 
organizations effected by violence and abuse, and to those who care for them; to nations at war and people 
in pain... in silence we pray for your guidance and power... 

We pray with these words, the meditations of our hearts and the prayer your Son taught us…  


