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For Reflection: "The service begins when the worship ends."  William Penn   
 
Hebrew Scripture : Psalm 104:24-31, 33-35  
How many are your works, Lord! 
In wisdom you made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 
There is the sea, vast and spacious, 
teeming with creatures beyond number— living things both large and small. 
There the ships go to and fro, and Leviathan, which you formed to frolic there. 
All creatures look to you to give them their food at the proper time. 
When you give it to them, they gather it up; 
when you open your hand, they are satisfied with good things. 
When you hide your face, they are terrified; 
when you take away their breath, they die and return to the dust. 
When you send your Spirit, they are created, 
and you renew the face of the ground. 
May the glory of the Lord endure forever; 
may the Lord rejoice in his works— 
We will sing to the Lord all my life; We will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 
May our meditations be pleasing to God, as we rejoice in the Lord. 
Praise the Lord.  Praise the Lord 
 
A Reading from the Book of Acts :  Acts 2:1-21 
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a 
violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.  They saw what seemed 
to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 
 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven.  When they heard 
this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being 
spoken.  Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of 
us hears them in our native language?  Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,  Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from 
Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God 
in our own tongues!”  Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?” 
Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” 
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you 
who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say.  These people are not drunk, as 
you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 
“‘In the last days, God says, 
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
    your young men will see visions, 
    your old men will dream dreams. 
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Even on my servants, both men and women, 
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 
    and they will prophesy. 
I will show wonders in the heavens above 
    and signs on the earth below, 
    blood and fire and billows of smoke. 
 The sun will be turned to darkness 
    and the moon to blood 
    before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 
 And everyone who calls 
    on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
 
Sermon:  A Celebration of Work  
 We have often heard folk lament and may have even lamented ourselves that God no longer seems 
to bellow from the sky when we are looking for guidance.  Now this description of the first Christian 
Pentecost – it was a long-recognized Jewish festival –can cause us to lament again.  Once again the folks in 
the early days of faith get all the exciting signs witnessing to God's presence and participation in the ongoing 
life of creation.  Drama, crowds, international understanding, the roaring of the wind and fire—all in a 
chaotic, vibrant whirl of power and piety.   
 We get the colors of flame, wind and a dove as symbols.  I happen to be a big fan of flame, so I may 
miss that more than others.   Yet, there is something about the symbols of wind and dove that is lacking.  In 
our experience, other than gentle breezes filling the sails of our recreational boats or wind energy, once the 
winds become powerful, they become destructive not life-giving—and  doves, are well, doves.      
…  
 When my niece was three, she made a mommy-assisted phone call to ask her aunt the pastor why 
we couldn't see God.   We had a chat about not being able to see the wind, but being able to see the things 
the wind does.   It was a satisfactory answer for that occasion, but it can become a discouraging experience 
over the years to look for the signs of the Spirit without seeing them or wondering if we are seeing things 
that aren't there or wanting to experience something more dramatic and visible.     
… 

We read about, we talk about, we sing about the work of the Spirit in us, but mostly we refer to that 
"work" as the invisible transforming experience of the soul.  Don't get me wrong.  Invisible transforming work 
of the soul is good thing, but we are human—both we and the world need tangible results from time to time.  
Sad to say, I don't think we are going to get a recurrence of this first Pentecost.   
…  
 When I was in seminary, the best advice I was given about ministry was that I should always mow my 
own lawn.  On most days, that would be the only thing I could look at and know I accomplished.  I found that 
to be very helpful guidance and have extended it to include my own snow shoveling, gardening and house 
cleaning.  Over the years, I have come to find those to be spiritual, meditative experiences that allow 
reflection on the more esoteric aspects of my work without engaging my mind in "solving work problems."  
They also deepened my sense of connection with all creation.  Those tasks have come to bear both actual and 
spiritual fruit for my life.   
 It's not that my work days aren't full, but clicking off a list of returned phone calls, prayers written, 
visits made, scriptures read, letters drafted, sermons tortured into life—well , they are tasks that are 
completed, but don't actually measure comfort given, God being praised, gifts being used,  disciples being 
formed, ministry being carried out.   All those tasks are planting seeds for the long-term purposes of ministry 
and largely reliant on that invisible, ever-living Spirit to come to fruition.  Concrete measures are hard to 
come by.   
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Especially today, people in my vocation are not alone in that struggle.  As our labor is increasingly the work of 
our minds and technology and less and less hands-on production, we have fewer concrete signs of our 
accomplishments.  Teachers teach and can count lesson plans completed –but learning and inspiration is 
harder to measure.  Lawyers can write briefs and keep track of cases won or lost, but justice done, mercy 
offered and restitution made can be harder to tally.   IT folk can root out viruses, make software user friendly, 
talk people who think all their work has been lost off window ledges of despair, but communication 
streamlined, research made possible, relationships strengthened all defy being put in neat boxes of statistics.  
Medical folk can perform tests, prescribe medications, engage in life-saving procedures and still have 
questions about the resulting improvement of the quality of life, or experience the challenge of acceptance 
when all their best work doesn’t change an undesirable outcome.    Parents can keep astounding schedules, 
getting their children to music and sports, school and church, working on science projects and in the creative 
arts, providing them with all or more of the financial, nutritional, educational and emotional resources than 
they might ever need, but it will be a long time before they see the resulting people they have shaped.    
 We do what we do, are called to our vocations and find them rewarding because there are enough 
tangible outcomes to keep us going.  Yet, in to-do lists that never end, in need that does not cease its cries 
and endless opportunities for improvement or for working hard or longer without betterment of 
circumstances –ours or others' others’—we often rely on the invisible "work product" of the Spirit, of God's 
healing, merciful and just purposes in what we do even though we cannot see it.   
 We are human—we do what we do in trust and faith that our God is working God's purposes out in 
our lives and through us.   We are human—our spirits require concrete signs that we are accomplishing 
something—that we are making a difference.   I encourage everyone, regardless of vocation, to identify those 
ways and means for experiencing the accomplishment of those purposes that call you to the vocation—ways 
you can experience fully.   
 We practice these same things in the church—the place we do not believe is the sole dwelling place 
of God's Spirit, but is a place where the Spirit has most access to our spirits and therefore a place where our 
spirits are made ready for life in the world.   

We give a lot of money, through our budget and through special offerings to our partner 
organizations and to others in need throughout the community, as we have this morning with our special 
offering to benefit the food pantry.   It is an important way to support our neighbors locally, nationally and 
internationally.  Our money can go places we cannot.  As we are so often reminded,  our money can be 
combined with other funds to achieve efficiencies of scale in buying or to provide for larger projects than we 
could do ourselves.   Sending our money is a critically important part of our ministry.   
 Yet building or buying 1/20th of something, or putting our money in funds with thousands of other 
dollars can both do much good and leave us wondering what we have accomplished.  When it comes to 
monetary donations, if we are not careful, all our charitable giving experience can be reduced to a line item 
on our income tax return—less than a spiritually rewarding activity.   Although we don't rule out participation 
in such large projects, the Outreach Committee also tries to structure some projects within a reasonable 
scope of our congregational capabilities so that we can see what we have achieved in ministry.   

Sending just our money also deprives us of other things – including a sense of hands-on 
accomplishment and an opportunity to build relationships with those we seek to serve, to share our gifts in 
person, and to learn and relearn that those we serve can also serve us and bring their own gifts to the table.   
To that end, Outreach works hard to provide opportunities that allow such connections to be made and 
experiences to be had.   While we also have offerings that are longer-term and at a distance, taking into 
account folks' availability and ability to travel, we focus on local, short-term service projects.    
That was one of the goals of our autumn "Church in the World Sunday.” It received such a positive response 
and requests for "more" that, in response to that feedback, this year, we added today's "Spring Service Day."    
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Today's date wasn't chosen because it is Pentecost, but it is serendipitous.   It gives us a chance to 

reflect on the role of the Spirit in our life together –in its tangible and intangible forms.   We have this 
occasion to celebrate the value of work and particularly working together to serve our neighbors. Today, we 
will be making sandwiches for Samaritan Center clients and packaging diapers for CNY moms who can't afford 
them.  When we package products for our neighbors, we have a chance to act directly, and to reflect on the 
bounty of our own lives—to both live and give with gratitude.     

We will also tend to this historic property.  While some projects might be rained out for today, there 
will be rescheduling and we will be able to see gardens weeded and benches painted, if not today, then 
sometime soon.  Elsewhere bells will be polished, windows washed, rooms cleaned, restoring new life to 
spaces we inhabit regularly.   We do pay for some things to be done that we can't do ourselves—like painting 
or laying carpet and expect those projects to proceed throughout the summer.   We do these other things 
because we can and because spiritually we need to for organizational and spiritual benefits.    
         And those benefits are these:   
 When we work here in the building, we will gain new appreciation for what we have received from 
those who came before.    

Our hands-on care is likely to make us more appreciative of all that we have here, and more attentive 
to its care all the time.    

When we work outside the building we are reminded that this space is not for us alone but for the 
community.  Working outside literally takes us into the community where we dwell.  Our work makes a 
visible witness to the community of faith that lives.  That is a critical reminder for us as well as our 
neighborhood. .    

All these tasks bring us together with people in our own congregation whom we may or may not 
know well, working in different ways than are typical and building the relationships that sustain us and equip 
us for ministry.   

With the work of our hands, this day, let us celebrate the work of all those who went before us, who 
gifted us with all these things.  Let us celebrate the work of the Spirit in them and in us and name the tangible 
signs of that work in this place over the centuries and leading us into the future.   Let us celebrate the work of 
the Spirit in our own celebration of work.  
 
Prayer for others and ourselves                                                            
Most compassionate God:  On this holiday weekend, we seek your Spirit to make all days and works holy.  As 
we pray fill us and guide us, so that by your power it may one day be so: 
We pray for our planet and all that inhabits it 
We pray for the nations of the world and all their inhabitants  
We pray for our nation 
We pray for our state and city 
We pray for those we know 
We pray for ourselves that by your Spirit we made me made whole; may be made servants to your vision for 
all for which we pray  
We pray in the name of your servant son, 
 
The Lord’s Prayer   

 

 

 


