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For reflection:  Synonyms of abide: comply with, obey, observe, follow, keep to, hold to, conform to, adhere to, 
stick to, stand by, act in accordance with, uphold, heed,  pay attention to · agree to/with · consent to · accede to 
· accept · acquiesce in · go along with · acknowledge · respect · defer to antonyms: flout · reject ,tolerate, bear, 
stand, put up with, endure, suffer, accept, cope with, live with, brook, support, take, countenance, face, handle, 
stick, swallow · stomach · hack · wear continue, remain, survive, last, persist, stay, hold on, live on antonyms: 
fade · disappear live, dwell, reside, live, have one's home, have one's residence, be settled, be housed, lodge, 
stay, hang out, hang one's hat, put up, abide  
 
Hebrew Scripture Reading: Psalm 98 (responsively)  
O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things.  
His right hand and his holy arm have gotten him victory.  
The Lord has made known his victory; he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations.  
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.  
All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.  
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises.  
Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melody.  
With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord.  
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who live in it.  
Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing together for joy  
at the presence of the Lord, for he is coming to judge the earth.  
He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with equity.  
 
Gospel Reading: John 15:9-17 
As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide 
in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you 
so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. “This is my commandment, that you love one 
another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are 
my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 
know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that 
I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, 
fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these 
commands so that you may love one another.  
 
Sermon: Taking it All In  
 Quite frankly, it's amazing that this particular lectionary-recommended text from John has found its way 
to being the one informing my sermon this morning.   I am still amazed, standing here this morning. There are so 
many reasons this is a text I typically avoid: 1) It is from the Gospel of John – my least favorite and experienced 
by me to be most dense, circular and obstructive of the gospels; 2)  In eleven sentences, there are thousands of 
sermons, only vaguely linked to one another; 3)  It's not narrative – my favorite kind of text;  4)  It's got a fair 
amount of "abiding" in it, an antiquated word for our understanding;  and 5) It's full of "luv, luv, luv" –a not 
antiquated word, but a verbal emoji, far over-used with little understanding.   In case you haven't noticed, I have 
an opinion or two about the text  So, why are we considering it – hopefully, like eating oatmeal, thirty minutes 
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of exercise every day and other healthy disciplines, we might find it helpful, if not our favorite thing – or at least 
not my favorite thing.   
 As has been noted, the opening of the text makes fair use of the word "abide."  If we use the word at all 
today, it is typically to refer to something we don't like, as in 'I can't abide that person, music, restaurant etc.   
Yet that is use of the word not found in John's text.  Rather, here, abide refers to a dwelling with or indwelling.  
We do understand that use, even if we only employ it these days when making biblical references. 

According to the beginning of the text, we will abide in Jesus' love as Jesus abides in God's love.   This is 
where we can be tempted to go all warm and fuzzy without considering that Jesus tells us the love he is talking 
about isn't just a warm and fuzzy feeling.  Jesus said that such love is experienced when we keep the God's 
commandments as he has done.   

The Bible is much less reticent than we are at suggesting or stating outright that there are conditions to 
God's love.  This text hovers on the edge of establishing God's expectations of humans.  This is where we begin 
the delicate balancing act of leaning heavily toward our reliance on the unconditional love of God, while being 
tugged upright by Jesus' suggestion there is something we need to do – if not to earn God's love, perhaps, then, 
to enjoy living in it. That something is the keeping of the commandments – which we know well this season, can 
be succinctly stated as two great commandments – to love and adore God before all others and to love our 
neighbors as ourselves.   The text says we are to keep the commandments – it could well and might better say – 
"Abide in the commandments."  An entire stream of meaning of the word "abide" is to "adhere to,” "live in 
accordance with,” “uphold" and "respect."     

Now watch!  What if we conflated our two understandings of "abide" – to adhere to and to dwell in?  
What if we lived in the commandments and them in us?    Such a rich indwelling of the Word of God in us would 
create in us the spiritual climate for us to encounter and experience the gift of God's love in our lives.  It is in 
such ways that we might find the fullness of joy that is Jesus' promise to us for life with God in Christ's model of 
discipleship.              

What follows are Jesus' elaboration on the details of living in that love and the joy that might be found 
in a life-shaped by God's love and commandments – of faithful friendship, again dependent on the keeping of 
the commandments; of servant ministry; of mutual regard and respect among the community of Christ.   These 
lines include some of our favorite thoughts about our relationship with Jesus, including that we are beloved 
friends, not merely servants. 

It is a lot to take in – to let dwell within us – the love of God in Christ, the commandments, being called 
Christ's friends – yet we are called to take it all in – absorbing, consuming, inhaling until we can absorb, 
consume, inhale no more – until we are bursting with this extraordinary love.  

And just when we think we might burst with the fullness of it, we hear Jesus' final words for today: "And 
I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in 
my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another."   

Yes, we are to take it all in – all the richness of the faith, the love of God, a unique relationship with 
Jesus, the guidance of the commandments.  We take it all in—and  then we let it all out – going into the world, 
bearing the fruits of faith, being servant to the world in Christ's name, as loving one another even as we are 
loved.   

It will be in the taking in and letting out, the rhythms of faith over a lifetime, that we discover the 
fullness of joy that is Christ's promise to us.   
 
Invitation to the Table 
Friends:  At this table, we are invited to take it all in – the bread and the cup, the body and the blood of Christ, 
and so, by the power of the Spirit, be lifted into communion with God and one another.  Let us indeed take in all 
that has been prepared for us that we might carry it into the world living in and bearing the fullness of joy that is 
life with Christ.  Come to the Table, everyone.   


