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Role Reversal? 
Preached by Rev. Dr. Linda Even 

United Church of Fayetteville 
January 28, 2018 

 
For Reflection  "If you really want to experience God, go and make disciples."      Francis Chan 
 
Introduction to the Scripture: 
This is the time of year in the liturgical calendar that marks the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry and 
there are frequent offerings of stories about his calling his disciples.  Let's listen to this one.  
 
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” As Jesus 
passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they 
were fishermen.  And Jesus said to them, “Keep fishing.  I can talk while you work.  I will make you fish 
farmers for people.”   I will go out into the world and send back to you the ones I heal, the ones who are 
poor, and the ones who believe.  And you shall take care of them here.  And immediately they left their 
nets and began building a place where the people could come.  As he went a little farther, he saw James 
son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called 
them and promised to send back the ones who were hungry and the ones in need of justice and their 
families for them to care for.  They left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and began to 
build a place to care for those in need.   
 
Ah!  You've noticed it is not what you recall scripture saying.  Good!  Did you know the Hebrew Scriptures 
are very clear that while the worship leader, preacher and prophet have responsibility for proclaiming the 
word of God, it is the people who have the responsibility of knowing if what they hear is indeed the Word 
of God which requires a certain Biblical literacy, which this congregation clearly possesses.    
 
Now I will read the Gospel Reading for today, exactly as it appears in the New Revised Stand Version.  Let 
us listen for God's word as it comes to us from Mark 1:14-20. 
 
Gospel Reading:  Mark 1:14-20  
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” As Jesus 
passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they 
were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” And immediately 
they left their nets and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his 
brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their 
father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 
 
Sermon:   Role Reversal?  
 Technically, the sermon has already been preached for the day, in the juxtaposition of our story 
and related gospel text.  I debated long and hard about introducing the Scripture the way I did, with an 
alternative reading – not a translation or an interpretation but an entirely different message.  I 
determined that it was appropriate for two reasons: 1) I trusted your Biblical literacy and knew that you 
would know it was not what Scripture said.  2)  It seemed far more effective to have you tell me what 
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Scripture doesn’t say, than me spending half the sermon repeating "It doesn’t say that."   
 Recognizing whether Scripture readings or quotations are accurately rendered (as this one was 
not) is an important start to being faithful according to the Word of God.  But it is just that – a start.      
 Once we have sorted out what Scripture says and reached some consensus on what it means, we 
have arrived at the difficult step – lifting the Word off the page and into our lives –not just into our 
memory, not just into our capacity for recognition,   but into our saying and doing in such ways that we 
literally embody the Word of God.  It is not easy.  It was never easy.  There will be moments when we 
succeed. Moments when we fall short of the goal.   Today, our Scripture invites us to reflect on how we as 
disciples follow Jesus having answered his call.      
 Not long ago I received a comic strip from a friend.  In the first block, Jesus said to a man, "Follow 
me." "On FaceBook?" the man asked.  In the next, Jesus said, "Follow me."  The man asked, "On Twitter?"  
Third Block:  Jesus sighed and said, "Let me start again." 
 This is not a bashing of social media.  Regardless of how much or in what forms we appreciate it, 
many, many people get their news, get their information, find out about events and places and, to the 
degree allowed by electronic encounters, create and maintain relationships using social media.   We can 
be aware of its limitations; we aren't to endorse things that damage the spirit or disrupt human 
relationships, but we also need to be cognizant of its gifts and possibilities.   

Ours are not traditions which reject the world, its knowledge or skills, or how the world operates.  
In fact, until our own era, the Christian tradition has been on vanguard of using available communication 
technology in key eras of its development.  At its inception, Christianity arose during the time that written 
communications were making a transition from scrolls to the codex – the book format we are so familiar 
with.   It was far more portable and had more endurance than scrolls.  The Reformation took advantage of 
the recent invention of the printing press and would not have advanced without it.  We would be indeed 
foolish not to use social media in ways that are appropriately reflective of our ministry, our beliefs and our 
mission.   We do have a website which is updated regularly, as well as a FaceBook page; and are always 
working on ways to improve our visibility through contemporary media.  In fact, four of the people joining 
us today, Christy and Lucas, and Donna and David indicated they did a lot of research before visiting us for 
the first time; and happily for them and us, found a church home here.   I suspect that much of that 
research was done on-line.   Nonetheless, our social media presence doesn’t reach out and touch 
someone – it waits for them to come to it and so to us.  That is one way people find us in contemporary 
times.   

Another is the path that brought Nicole BACK to our congregation.  She was raised in this church 
and after travels for school and employment, wanted to bring her children to the community which 
nurtured her.  It is a delightful and increasingly rare occasion when young people are able to return to or 
remain in the communities of their upbringing.   Let's note, that while I suspect she may have perused our 
website to see if we are the congregation she remembered, what brought her back here were the positive 
experiences and memories of people.  

The third and fourth ways overlap one another.  Going into the community in service, certainly 
gives us visibility beyond these walls, but if we are doing it right, connects us with the people we serve – 
allowing us to encounter new gifts and people in our community and to build relationships that may or 
may not bring them to church, but opens the door in a very personal way.   

We also can talk about our church, our activities and our volunteer work in other places in the 
community.   People talk about their Y program, their senior center and Tai Chi classes and book studies.  
Why are we so self-conscious about mentioning our work with the Food Pantry, or our service as elders or 
teachers or our education through Adult Forum and Bible Study, let alone our worship, which shouldn't be 
an embarrassment to any of us?  One of the great gifts of this community is its warmth, caring and 
concern, yet how many of us mention it outside of these walls, not in regard to how we have been served, 
but as an invitation to join us.  These suggestions aren't about bragging but are about being invitational – 
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welcoming comes after people come through the doors.  Those simply are not connections that can be 
made electronically. 

Our story and our Scripture reading today, invite us to consider whether we are embodying the 
word of God or doing the things we immediately recognized as not the word of God.   Ours needs to be a 
both/and approach to the community – not an either/or—social media and personal contact.   One of my 
sermon previewers noted that many on-line sites give people the opportunity to "List Ten Reasons I Would 
Recommend…."  Let's blend our electronic and personal efforts.  Beginning today, send me a list of Ten 
Reasons or Five or Twenty why you would recommend UCF.  We'll publish them in the bulletin or 
newsletter as well as make use of them in some form in our on-line presence.  

Together, media and personal contact provide us with both challenge and invitation.  For if the 
comic strip was a bit too telling, it also reminded us of the surety of our faith.  God's faithfulness endures 
forever, and Jesus will always try again with us.     

Today, we welcome Christy, Lucas, Donna, David and Nicole into ministry with us, as we have 
welcomed and been welcomed in the past.   It is an occasion to celebrate as they join their gifts and faith 
with that of everyone in this community and together we continue to seek to serve Christ.    

It is also the day of our annual meeting, which is another cause to celebrate.  Do we face 
challenges?  We do.   Are there things we can do together we have not done?  There are.   But we begin by 
celebrating and NOT by overlooking or minimizing all that we have done together –which is a great deal 
for a church our size, which is not a mega church (and has no desire to become one).   We have served, 
grown in faith, knowledge and hope, learned, worshipped, baked and broken bread together, and cared 
for one another.  It is with honesty, hopefulness and celebration that we are able to face and respond to 
the challenges ahead.   It is with faith and trust in the God of every age, we open ourselves to the creative 
imagination of God in us, and so let go of anxiety.  With joy and thanksgiving, let us work together as we 
have demonstrated capacity to do, in this new day with Christ and the Spirit, leading, guiding and 
sustaining us.   Amen. 

      
Prayers for Others and Ourselves                                      
Merciful God:  We turn to you in prayer this day, trusting in your power and compassion; leaning on the 
faith of generations.   As we lift up our world and its concerns, may our spirits be lifted into your presence 
so that we are strengthened for life and service. 

We pray for all the places where war reigns instead of your peace. 

We pray for all the people who wait for justice and cannot obtain it for themselves, for food, water and 
health.  

We pray for your oh-so human creatures who too often have no imagination for resolution without 
violence.  

We pray for communities including our own affected by the poison of racism and fear of the other. 

We pray for a world where the rich get richer, the poor get poorer and the rest fall away or through the 
cracks. 

As we are aware of great need, we pray for continued great hope in your purposes and intentions for the 
world, for us your servants and partners that through our ministry light might dawn in shadowed corners.  

We pray with these words and with the words Jesus taught us to pray when together, saying:  

The Lord’s Prayer 


