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Blinded by the Glare—February 26, 2017 
Rev. Dr. Linda Even 

United Church of Fayetteville 
310 E. Genesee St., Fayetteville, NY  

 
For Reflection:   
Behold thy God, the sovereign of the sky  
  Has wrought salvation in the deep, 
  Has bound thy foes in iron sleep, 
      And raised thine honors high; 
His grace forgives thy follies past, 
Behold he comes in majesty, 
And Sinai's top proclaims his law; 
Prepare to meet thy God in haste! 
But keep an awful distance still; 
 From "The Law Given at Sinai" by Isaac Watts 
 
Introduction: 
Today is the last Sunday before Lent, known in the liturgical calendar as "Transfiguration Sunday,” referring 
to the mountain top experience of three of the disciples who saw the glory of the Lord rest on Jesus, an 
event confusing for them and for us.   While we won't be reading that story this morning, we will be 
reading the corresponding story in Hebrew Scripture of Moses’ mountain top experience with the glory of 
the Lord, witnessed by the peoples of Israel and considering the responsibilities of those who have 
encountered that glory, as expressed by Peter.   
 
Hebrew Scripture:   Exodus 24: 12-18 
 The Lord said to Moses, ‘Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I will give you the tablets of 
stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction.’    Moses set out with 
his assistant Joshua and Moses went up into the mountain of God. To the elders he had said, ‘Wait here for 
us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.’  
Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. The glory of the Lord settled 
on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the 
cloud. Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in 
the sight of the people of Israel. Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the 
mountain for forty days and forty nights.  
                                 
Epistle Reading:  2 Peter 1:16-21                              
For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor and glory from God 
the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, ‘This is my Son, my Beloved, 
with whom I am well pleased.’ We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him 
on the holy mountain.  
 So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to this as to a 
lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. First of all you 
must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, because no 
prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.  
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Sermon: Blinded by the Glare  

We are fortunate in our house.  We all sleep well.  The only interruption of our rest comes between 
2:45 and 3:00 am every morning.  That is when the puppy rattles the door to her crate.  The cat leaves the 
bed to engage in dark of the morning feline activities.  I let the dog out of the crate and she gets into bed.  
We perform this nocturnal ballet without turning on lights because I have a neighbor over a block away 
who has lights which shine directly into my windows and light one end of the room well enough, that if I 
wanted to read between 2:45 am and 3:am without turning on a light, I could.   The glare annoys me 
because my neighbor's security lights against the darkness prevent me from seeing the stars or the play of 
moonlight on my garden.   I glare at them and then, of course, am blinded by the glare.  My own and that of 
the lights.   The regular experience caused me to wonder what other lesser lights and misdirected gazes 
cause us to miss something far more important, powerful and hopeful.   

We live in a culture where what gets far too much attention is excess that masquerades as richness 
of life; one that can suggest that the capacity to waste extraordinary amounts of money should be a sign of 
glory instead of poor stewardship.  Misdirecting our gazes to that ostentatious glare can blind us to the true 
worth of things and the possibility that there is something more glorious than anything humans can create 
or command.   

There is another misdirected gaze and glare that has the potential to distract us from the 
possibilities of a world in which a loving God reigns and will ultimately prevail. 

We live in a world of division, of hatred and hateful action, of violent language and violent deeds, 
of fear and of racism –and the whole world is staring – indeed glaring -- at news reports, and at one 
another.  Blinded by the glare we can lose sight of another power and purpose working in the world.  And if 
we who are privileged to have been a people who have seen the glory of God, the love of God, the 
compassion of Christ and the upending possibilities of his ministry can lose sight of it –what about all the 
world who has not been so gifted with the experience of encountering a loving God? 

This is not a suggestion that we turn our glare away from those things that defy the laws of God, 
that run counter to our experience of the love of God and the ministry of Christ, but rather that we do not 
allow ourselves to be blinded or perhaps more importantly that we do not allow ourselves to be muted by 
the shouting in the dark, or become so possessed by anger ourselves that we cannot reflect that glory, 
power hope and love in the world. 

…  
A few weeks ago, I offered an Inquirer’s Gathering for those interested in learning more about our 

community and some who were considering membership. I regularly ask how people came to find us.  
While one said she found us because we employ her husband, almost every household said they had 
church shopped and we were the most interesting congregation around.  That is something we can feel 
good about.  What wasn't said is a little more concerning.   Not a single person said they were invited or 
told of this congregation by a member of it.   

How can that possibly be?!  Can it be that we are so embarrassed by our faith, by our 
congregation’s life and ministry that we are unwilling to let people know about it?  That we are unwilling to 
reflect the glory of God demonstrated in this place even to our neighbors? 

I can’t believe that! This congregation, as has been said by many besides me, is one of the 
pastorally effective congregations to be encountered –providing inclusion for those with varied disabilities.  
We embrace a broad-based Christianity that is largely able to get past restrictive vocabulary and nurtures 
respect in disagreement.  We offer prayers, support and caring for members of our community without 
assessment of any household’s past, current or future, “usefulness” to the congregation – a characteristic 
more than adequately expressed this morning alone in thank yous to the congregation during the sharing 
of joys and concerns.     
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We have a long history and present participation in issues of social justice. In earlier times, those 
issues included being involved with abolition, suffragism, criminal justice activity with regard to 
incarceration and death penalty practices.  We founded the Food Pantry which has grown into the 
Fayetteville-Manlius Community Outreach and we remain one of the key supporters of that ministry, as 
well as being involved in other area hunger ministries, such as Isaiah's Table. We have a long history of 
multi-faith relationship building and were the FIRST partner of InterFaith Works.  We have more than a 
quarter century ministry of Refugee Resettlement, including involvement with particular families, along 
with providing financial support for refugee resettlement, the teaching of English as a second language, 
legal and education support as appropriate, and preparation for citizenship testing and application.    

We are often sacrificially financially generous with the ministries and groups, in ways that, with our 
full knowledge, lead us to delay implementation of things that might contribute to our ease or comfort.  

Well, no wonder we wouldn’t want to tell people we are part of this community and invite them to 
join us – we have an embarrassment of riches that do not come from money! 

This is not an invitation to rest on our laurels.  It is an invitation to consider how we respond to the 
blinding glare of events that would suggest to many that God is not active in the world.  It is an invitation to 
consider how we respond to a story line that often seems to suggest that Christians have a universal 
perspective on society, on norms, on other religions, on the disabled, on the poor… 

It’s an invitation to get over a false humility or cowardly embarrassment and continue to publicly 
offer alternative vision, alternative experience –and alternative action –that is not angry, that is not hateful, 
that is not judgmental, that is not self-righteous as the those behaviors we abhor.   

It is an invitation to discipleship – the kind Peter speaks of when he reminds us that those who 
have experienced transforming and transcendent moments in the presence of holiness, which everyone of 
us have had, have an obligation to the Lord and to the world.   

The shape of what we offer and how we go about our ministry is always under review; always 
changing as it has over the ages, as we seek to respond to new needs and the cries of God's people in this 
age.  While our particular ministries and attitudes take shape over time, with prayerful reflection, 
challenging study and discussion, our goal is to be a beacon on a hill, not keep our light under a bushel.  

This Sunday calls us to action.  It reminds us that we are not the light of the world, but we have 
seen the light of the world – a light that can and will overcome every darkness, including the ones that 
seem to pervade our culture these days.  It reminds us that darkness is not overcome by darkness – not 
even the reciprocal darkness of anger, violence or hatred.   

It reminds us that we do not possess the glory of the Lord but we have encountered the wisdom, 
power and compassion Whose purpose is to overcome every evil.  It reminds us that we are called to be 
refractors of light and reflectors of glory, not for our sakes alone, but for the sake of those who have lost or 
have no hope.   

Such are the gifts we have been given.  Let us use them according to the guidance and purposes of 
God in this time and place for the sake of the whole world for which Christ died.      

 
                    

 

 

 

 


