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The Reveal—October 23, 2016 
Rev. Dr. Linda Even 

United Church of Fayetteville 
310 E. Genesee St., Fayetteville, NY  

 

Stewardship Sunday   
 
For Reflection:  "One of the greatest missing teachings in the American church today is the reminder to 
men and women that nothing we have belongs to us." Gordon MacDonald 
 
Hebrew Scripture:  Psalm 116:16-18 

Oh yes, Lord, I am definitely your servant! 
    I am your servant and the son of your female servant— 
    you’ve freed me from my chains. 
So I’ll offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving to you, 
    and I’ll call on the Lord’s name. 
I’ll keep the promises I made to the Lord 
    in the presence of all God’s people, 
I give thanks to you with all my heart, Lord. 
    I sing your praise before all other gods. 
I bow toward your holy temple 
    and thank your name 
    for your loyal love and faithfulness 
        because you have made your name and word 
        greater than everything else. 
On the day I cried out, you answered me. 
    You encouraged me with inner strength. 
 
Epistle Reading:  1 Timothy 6:11-19 
But as for you, man of God, run away from all these things. Instead, pursue righteousness, holy living, 
faithfulness, love, endurance, and gentleness.  Compete in the good fight of faith. Grab hold of eternal 
life—you were called to it, and you made a good confession of it in the presence of many witnesses.  I 
command you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and Christ Jesus, who made the good 
confession when testifying before Pontius Pilate.  Obey this order without fault or failure until the 
appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The timing of this appearance is revealed by God alone, who is the 
blessed and only master, the King of kings and Lord of lords.  He alone has immortality and lives in light 
that no one can come near. No human being has ever seen or is able to see him. Honor and eternal 
power belong to him. Amen. 
Tell people who are rich at this time not to become egotistical and not to place their hope on their 
finances, which are uncertain. Instead, they need to hope in God, who richly provides everything for our 
enjoyment.  Tell them to do good, to be rich in the good things they do, to be generous, and to share 
with others.  When they do these things, they will save a treasure for themselves that is a good 
foundation for the future. That way they can take hold of what is truly life. 
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Sermon:  The Reveal 

I confess, I am not a fan of reality TV, even in its most "artistic form" – the "Do It Yourself" 
genre.  As do many TV shows and movies, the genre has served to add a phrase to the cultural lexicon--  
"The Reveal."  While those associated with story-telling – (movies, plays etc.)  have long used the word 
to refer to that point in a presentation that ties together the loose ends or explains the plot twists, the 
phrase  "The Reveal" has been given new vitality.   In those programs, dominated by scenes of workers 
wielding a table saw on $100 worth of plywood, slapping on a coat of $300 worth of paint and importing 
of thousands of dollars of cheap accessories, the "reveal" comes when we are shown the finished 
product, to the inauthentic shock and awe of the owners.  (Okay, so I have an opinion about DIY TV)    

As is so often the case, when a word or method catches fire, we soon see it lacquered over 
many similar experiences.   Every makeover of a person results in a "reveal."   Last week, there was "a 
reveal" of Michelle Obama ready for a state dinner in a dress that looked borrowed from the Statue of 
Liberty.  It seems we are now offered a reveal of everything that has been previously unknown, much of 
it not our business, and little of it actually interesting.  

In our life together, today offers a similar sense of waiting for "the reveal." Stewardship 
Dedication Sunday.  A day that most of us – including me do not look forward to, because it forces us to 
climb down from the lofty heights of airy-fairy feelings, the intellectual rigors of thoughtful theology  
and extraordinary kindness in difficulty to deal with the pesky necessities of being church in the world –
in this world, in this day, in this place, in our own time.     

We spend a lot of time leading up to this day, educating and re-educating us all about what it 
takes to be Christ's body in the world.   And whether it is in the editing of budget materials that are 
distributed or in individual conversations, we also spend a fair amount of time correcting 
misapprehensions.    

Despite the fact that more than half of what Jesus said was about money, we, his followers, 
prefer that the church be silent on the subject of money and that everything be free.   We would also 
prefer that the building be heated when we worship; that the parking lot will be plowed this winter; that 
the building will be clean and its historic presence maintained; that there will be office supplies; that 
someone will answer the phones; that the music will be excellent and plentiful; that the pastor will be at 
bedsides and available for funerals, weddings, counseling and of course leading worship of a Sunday; we 
want mission work and giving; we want education for our children with the curriculum and resources to 
support it; we want to be able to offer space to other community groups; we want to keep the lights on; 
we want home visits by members and staff; we want newsletters, bulletins, a website and all forms of 
regular communications which keep us connected, sharing information, ideas, visions and dreams.  In 
those preferences can be found the conflicts that lead to many of the misapprehensions we hold.   

We know, of course, that none of those services we want and need are free – printers and 
utilities and taxes and insurance are all things the church must buy –we don't get any of them for free 
because we are the church –but sometimes we lose sight of that.        

The truth is the draft budget that is sent out isn't the Board's budget.  It is the congregation's 
budget, which the congregation has charged the Board to develop in light of the congregation's 
expectations for ministry.  It's not "their budget."  It is our budget.  We are aware, both practically and 
pastorally of those among us who are living on a fixed budget and, while we do ask people to be 
responsible to the promises they have made, we never place pressure on anyone to give or give more.   
The congregation, however, cannot live on a fixed budget because costs go up all the time.  I will point 
out that your Board has done a herculean job of maintaining something close to a fixed budget over the 
past three years and for that they ought to be thanked.  

With all those complexities and awareness of the challenges of being church in the world today, 
we have arrived at this year's Stewardship Dedication Sunday.  If we think "the reveal" is that we will see 
what we have pledged and how close that draws us to the proposed budget totals, and how much 
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follow-up the Stewardship Committee needs to do, or even the "effectiveness of the campaign"   --well, 
we might walk away with that data, but it is not the true nature of "the spiritual reveal" this day 
facilitates.   

Like God who reveals God's own self at critical junctures in the life of the world, so too we reveal 
ourselves –unlike God, whether we choose the timing or not.  With what we pledge and the spirit in 
which we pledge it, we reveal a great deal about ourselves and about our community of faith: 

We reveal whether or not we who are rich –in things which cost no money and quite a few 
things that do, especially when compared to the rest of the world, place our hope in our finances and 
our own capacities rather than place our hope in God.     
 We reveal whether or not we bring our minds, our awareness of the needs of the world and the 
necessities of doing ministry through the doors of the church, or whether on this Sunday in particular, 
we prefer to leave all that outside and treat this room as a sanctuary God and Jesus never intended – a 
sanctuary from the very real expectations of being a Christian, one of which is how we steward our 
money.   
 We reveal whether or not we truly believe God is the giver of all that we have and is the securer 
of our lives – whether we trust God with our daily needs or whether this is a platitude we tell to others 
in need.  
 We reveal the depth of our gratitude for all that we have received and all that we regularly 
thank God for.   
 We reveal whether we truly understand and live the truth that God has provided richly for our 
enjoyment, including our experience of the wealth of warmth, fellowship, caring and challenge we 
praise in our life together.   

We reveal whether we truly believe the truth that God has also given us the freedom, 
opportunity and imagination to be rich in the good things we do, to be generous, and to share with 
others—and so enrich our spirits as well as that of the world.     
 We reveal whether or not we dare receive the true rich and full life Christ holds out to us 
without being afraid.  
 This is the day of the reveal – and it is we ourselves who are revealed.  And, if we live and share 
authentically according to the promises we have received from God and the promises we have made, it 
may be that together, by God's good grace and power , we reveal all good things that come from God.  
We can demonstrate the love, mercy and justice available through God in Christ.  The closer we allow 
ourselves to be drawn to the ideals of faithful living, the more likely it is that God will be revealed 
through our ministry and so we will proclaim hope to a hurting world.  


