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For Reflection:  I like to move forward and notice things along the roadside that indicate where I should 
go.   Josh Homme 
 
Gospel Reading:  Luke 14:1, 7-14  

One Sabbath, when Jesus went to share a meal in the home of one of the leaders of the Pharisees, they 
were watching him closely.  
 
When Jesus noticed how the guests sought out the best seats at the table, he told them a parable. 
“When someone invites you to a wedding celebration, don’t take your seat in the place of honor. 
Someone more highly regarded than you could have been invited by your host.  The host who invited 
both of you will come and say to you ‘Give your seat to this other person.’ Embarrassed, you will take 
your seat in the least important place. Instead, when you receive an invitation, go and sit in the least 
important place. When your host approaches you, he will say, ‘Friend, move up here to a better seat.’ 
Then you will be honored in the presence of all your fellow guests. All who lift themselves up will be 
brought low, and those who make themselves low will be lifted up.” 
 
Then Jesus said to the person who had invited him, “When you host a lunch or dinner, don’t invite your 
friends, your brothers and sisters, your relatives, or rich neighbors. If you do, they will invite you in 
return and that will be your reward.  Instead, when you give a banquet, invite the poor, crippled, lame, 
and blind.  And you will be blessed because they can’t repay you. Instead, you will be repaid when the 
just are resurrected.”  
 

Sermon:  Attention to Detail  
As we look to summer's holiday ending next week, the start of school, and the resumption of our more 
intensely programmed life, we find ourselves on the cusp between two seasons.  In the North, we think 
of summer as an outdoor season, an opportunity to enjoy creation in ways many of us can't during other 
months.    While the alternation of rainy and dry weather has dampened the enthusiasm of gardeners, 
none-the-less, most of us have spent a lot of time outdoors.  
 We also spent a lot of time watching.   Some of that probably included watching young people's 
sports efforts, but most of our watching occurred indoors.   We watched the political conventions and 
continue to watch the campaign, which is not unlike watching a slow-motion train wreck.    

Given the bust of a summer blockbuster season, we have not been watching movies, although it 
is heartwarming to know if a fish gets lost, millions will show up for the search. 

We watched the Olympics, and once we got past Zika and green swimming pools, and before we 
got to bad boys with too much alcohol and too little judgement, we watched some of the most 
astounding feats imaginable -- which should only serve to keep us in awe of the created human spirit 
and body, and their possibilities when combined with gift and discipline.   

And whether we have called it that or not, as flood waters rise and recede all too slowly and 
wildfires burn in the west, we have been watching climate change.    
 For the most part we have been watching for problems.  It's not that much of a challenge.  While 
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it goes without saying (except that it does get said at least a dozen times a day), the major candidates 
for president are flawed individuals.  Yet, surely not even they can do everything wrong -- every day -- all 
the time. 

The world expected major problems in Rio, so the opening days' news reports were filled with 
nothing but inconvenience to athletes and real, potential or imagined health challenges.    

When it comes to natural disasters, the focus has been, not on the residents or response efforts, 
but on visitors as their arrival and departure times, their effectiveness and their modes of transportation 
have been criticized.      
 All our watching had a fairly pharisaic quality.   The Pharisees weren't watching Jesus to see 
what he did right, to see how his prophecies were consistent with the Word of God as they knew it, or 
how his actions aligned with the expectations of  a coming savior.   They were watching to see if he 
healed on the Sabbath or ate with sinners or challenged the status quo or ignored social convention or 
for whatever ways they could identify that he failed to measure up to the letter of the law.   That's 
watching and that's what the Pharisees did.   

It is not what Jesus did.  The text says, "When Jesus noticed how the guests sought out the best 
seats…"  I am grateful to the colleague who pointed out the two different words, "watched" and 
"noticed," but needed to explore that more, because it's not as though Jesus was happy with what he 
"noticed."  The comment got me wondering, though, whether "watching" and "noticing" have different 
qualities.    

They certainly had different immediate outcomes. The same Pharisees who had just warned 
Jesus about his safety would complain about this meal and his habits and teaching.   Jesus responded to 
what he noticed by telling stories and teaching.  While undoubtedly, or, at least, hopefully, listeners 
could find themselves in the stories and hear a different way to go, Jesus didn't directly call people out 
(at least not here).   

But there are some more elemental differences.  There is the apparent difference in attention to 
detail – at least the details to which we pay attention – those ripe for correction, at least according to 
our lights and those revealing need and opportunity.  

Watching also seems to provide a barrier (if we're looking for protection), or create one (so we 
can hold ourselves aloof from our own shortcomings), between the watcher and the watched; a science 
project under the microscope or a suspect being observed in an interrogation room through a one-way 
mirror.  The watcher is not a participant in what is being observed, but an outside scorekeeper.  The 
watcher is many things.   The watcher is not an agent for change.  

Jesus was one who "noticed."    There is no glass wall between the one who notices and the one 
who is noticed.   He was at the dinner.  He was with the guests.  He was in the crowds.  He was in the 
homes.  He was on the streets.  He saw how people seated themselves.  He saw normally invisible 
women who couldn’t' stand up and he saved dying children, long before they were able to be 
contributing members of society. He noticed when people were hungry and too far from a source of 
food.   He saw the socially ignored sinners and tax collectors and lepers and spoke with them, touched 
them, healed them, called them to be part of his community.  He noticed when the poor gave beyond 
their means, and when people exhibited extraordinary faithfulness.   He noticed how people 
worshipped.  He noticed when people believed in him and followed his model and did what the Lord 
taught.   Yes, he noticed how people fell short, but mostly he noticed what they needed and what they 
did right.   The one who notices is present, is engaged, is involved, and is responsive.  The one who 
notices is an agent for change.    

So, as we find ourselves on the cusp between two seasons of our life together, how can this 
story help us to reshape and reform ourselves as one people for a new year? 

UCF is good at noticing.   I have never spoken with a guest among us who didn't feel noticed, 
even before I was able to greet them.   If we are paying attention, nearly every Sunday, someone 
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changes their seat.  They notice a guest or a long-time friend of the congregation sitting alone; an older 
adult or someone with a disability sitting in a new place and leave their preferred "regular" pew to join 
them in worship.   We approach people who have loved ones on the prayer list with questions, with 
caring; we write notes and cards and offer hugs.  Freezers have been stuffed with healing meals.   This 
congregation does a great job at participating in the memorial services of all her saints and not just the 
ones we know well.  We notice if someone looks sad, or hasn't been here for a while; and there is 
usually a first-come, first served contest for who gets to provide a welcoming rose for a new child and 
grandchild.  Returning young people are surrounded by their groupies – anyone who ever taught them, 
mentored them, watched them grow or applauded their efforts in worship leadership.   Some weeks ago 
we had some couples with babies and toddlers visit us.  While we don't normally have summer child 
care, without being asked, within a week, volunteers scheduled themselves for the summer's remaining 
Sundays.  When we share the Lord's Supper, people notice whose mobility affects their approach to the 
Table and provide supportive elbows or carry the meal to them.  We are good at noticing.  It's not just 
what we do.  It's who we are.  And every time we notice and respond, we change someone's experience; 
we enhance their sense of welcome; we invite them to encounter God in a new way.      

So as we lean into the days ahead, we are invited to yield whatever "watcher virus" we may 
have developed  during the summer's world events, especially as travels and other commitments have 
kept us from receiving the regular inoculations of  noticing and being noticed that we receive here.  

And we are invited to be even-more Jesus-like in our noticing – recalling that, yes, he was at the 
dinner, and he was in worship.  However, even more often --- he was the one who noticed in the world 
outside this place -- in crowds at games and festivals,  in our homes and those of our friends, in schools 
and workplaces, making the invisible visible, the needy fulfilled, the despairing hopeful, the ignored, 
included, the bullied, safe.  As with everything else we do here, what we do here is practice for our life 
in the world, not an excuse for watching the world go by.  

Being effective agents of change takes all the resources we can commit over the long-haul, but 
each and every time, healing, saving, redeeming, restoring, and forgiving begin with noticing.  So let us 
go forth into the world with attentions to the details that make us agents for positive change wherever 
we find ourselves.         

 
 


