
  

 

 

 

 

A SPICIER SEASON 
 
I write this article on the last day of summer in 2015.  Some people regret the passing of summer, yet my 
emotions are mixed because autumn is my favorite season.  And, nowhere is it lovelier than in Central New 
York.  The sharper angles of shadow and sun; the quality of the light; crisp days and cooler nights; an 
occasional wisp of wood smoke in the air; landscapes gradually painted with the glowing pentecostal 
colors of fire; the soul's greater appreciation of daylight and discovery of a more restful experience of the 
dark.    
 
I am an avocational gardener.  The rhythms of the earth, the tasks of planting and weeding and sowing, 
and enjoying the fruits of changing seasons keep me grounded and teach me new things each year.  This 
year, I expanded my understanding and use of herbs, enjoying them fresh in just about every meal. Now, 
the last herbs from the garden have been taken up; the scented green leaves of basil, thyme, mint, lemon 
balm, tarragon, sage and rosemary dried into tisanes for hot winter drinks, or frozen, made into pesto, 
infused into oils, all to preserve the herb-y green scents and tastes of summer.     
 
Autumn, however, is the season of spice.  While serving much the same function as herbs, spices differ in 
that they are the hard woody products of plants –as we learned from the Worship and Spiritual Life 
Committee at this year's outdoor worship.  Spices don't come from our gardens here, but the warm scents 
of nutmeg, cinnamon, cloves and allspice --sturdier, less fragile, less weather dependent, more enduring 
flavors infuse our cooking and baking, and the very air we breathe.   
 
Autumn is much the same in the church, at least here in our part of the world.  Throughout the summer, 
we have gathered and scattered, worshipped and celebrated the season, touching base lightly as we have 
been drawn away to vacation places and reunions or weddings or other family gatherings or simply to 
appreciate the fleeting blessings of summer.  Yet, it is in this time of year, when our gatherings are more 
frequent, our relationships created or renewed; our communal energy higher; our conversations more 
reflective; our ministry more focused and our impact longer-lasting.  It is in these days that the less fragile, 
enduring spicier side of our life in ministry is nourished and sustained.   
 
May it be in these autumn days, that our individual and communal lives are colored by the paintbrush of 
the Spirit's fire and are flavored by the spice of faithful living  so that all that we do together grows, 
endures and makes life rich and full in the days to come – for us and for the world we serve.    
 
In faith,  

  
Linda 
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Sunday, October 4      
World Communion Sunday    
Peace and Global Witness Offering 

8:45 am  Adult Forum in Beard Lounge:    
Syed Faisal Ahmed  "USA, Pakistan and Afghanistan: The Gordian [Inseparable] 
Knot"  Faisal was most recently the Director General Levies for the Home and 
Tribal Affairs Department, Government  of Balochistan (a province of Pakistan). 

8:45 am  Bible Study in Women’s Lounge 

9:30 am  Choir Rehearsal in the Choir Room, downstairs 

9:45 am  Nursery Care in the Nursery, downstairs from the kitchen 

10:00 am  Worship with the Lord’s Supper 
Guest Preacher:  Rev. Nam Ju Cho is pastor of Saebit Presbyterian Church and 
Moderator of Pyongyang Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church of Korea.  

10:00 am  Children/Youth in Worship (Children’s Choir musical offering) 
On this Sunday, God’s children of all ages are in worship, so that we might come 
to the Table as one family and share the Meal together. 

11:00 am  Fellowship in Fellowship Hall 
 

Wed., Oct. 7, 2 pm – Women’s Bible Study 
Sat., Oct. 10 – Steeple Coffee House / JT Hall Jazzz Consort 
 
Sunday, October 11     
Sacrament of Baptism      
Children/Youth  in Worship  
 
Monday, Oct. 12 – OFFICE CLOSED 

 
Sunday, October 18    
Stewardship Dedication Sunday 
Sunday School for Children/Youth 

Grades K-6 with Paula  Room 2  
Grades 7-9 with Cheryl  Room 7  
Grades 10-12 with Kristi  Youth Room  

 
Tuesday, Oct. 20, 7 pm – Board Meeting 
Wednesday, Oct. 21, 2 pm – Women’s Bible Study 
    7:30 pm – Tabitha Women   

Saturday, Oct. 24, 8 am – 1 pm  Blood Drive in Fellowship Hall  

Saturday evening - Steeple Coffee House / Jen Chapin 
 

Sunday, October 25 
Sunday School  
99th Birthday Party in Fellowship Hall, following the service 

  



 

All Saints’ Sunday, November 1 

The Word Proclaimed Through Music 
The Lord’s Supper 

Dedication of Memorials 

(Daylight Saving Time Ends) 
8:45 am  Adult Forum 
8:45 am  Bible Study 

9:30 am  Choir Rehearsal 
9:45 am  Nursery Care 
10:00 am  Worship 

10:00 am  Children/Youth in Worship 
11:00 am  Fellowship 

 
Wednesday, Nov. 4, 2 pm – Women’s Bible Study 

Sunday, November 8 
Sunday School  
 
Wed., Nov. 11 – OFFICE CLOSED 

Sat., Nov. 14 – Steeple Coffee House / Fall Festival 
 
Sunday, November 15 
Sunday School  
 
Monday, Nov. 16 – December/January newsletter deadline 
Tuesday, Nov. 17, 7 pm – Board Meeting 
Wednesday, Nov. 18, 2 pm – Women’s Bible Study 
               7:30 pm – Tabitha Women   

 
Sunday, November 22     
Thanksgiving Offering  
Sunday School 
 
Thursday and Friday, Nov. 26 & 27  – OFFICE CLOSED 

Sat., Nov. 28 – Steeple Coffee House / Butternut Creek Revival 
 
Sunday, November 29 
First Week of Advent    
Children/Youth in Worship 
Adult Forum and Bible Study will return on Dec. 6 

 

  The complete United Church calendar is on our website:  www.theucf.org  

http://www.theucf.org/


 

 

    MUSIC NOTES 
Beginning a new choir season in the fall 
always calls to mind making mountain 
summit hikes in the Adirondacks or 
taking long offshore sailing voyages.  It is 
tremendously exciting!  It requires careful 
advanced planning, the goals and 
challenges seem great, and it isn't until 
you've begun that you discover the 
energy and the abilities you need to 
achieve your task.   

All of our choirs (Handbell Choir, Children’s Choir, UCF Choir, Joyful Sign Choir) have begun their ascent 
for 2015-2016.  Everyone has returned from their busy summers to resume practice of what they all do 
so well:  working diligently together for several hours a week shaping vowels, tuning harmonies, learning 
text, and perfecting rhythms. 

This fall season the Handbell and UCF Choirs will participate on Nov. 1 in a service for All Saints’ Day 
proclaimed through music.  The choirs will present works in the style of spirituals, a setting of Psalm 23 
by John Rutter, an English solo anthem, and a selection from Andrew Lloyd Webber’s beautiful requiem 
mass.  If you are interested in joining us to sing or ring for this service, please get in touch with me in 
person or by email or phone, or mention your interest to any of our choir members.   We’ll be happy to 
welcome you to participate with us, whatever your schedule permits (rehearsals are on Thursday 
evenings).  As we look forward to our seasons of Advent and Christmas, I urge you to consider joining us 
in experiencing the great rewards of making music with a terrific group of talented people - even if it is 
only for those seasons.  We’re always very happy to see new people in our group.  
 

                            Jared Shepard, Director of Music Ministries 

Sunday School Update 

 Sunday School opened on September 13 with children in two elementary  

classrooms downstairs and the high school program upstairs.  Teachers  

Paula M., Cheryl S. and Kristi K. were very pleased to see new faces as well as  

returning kids and are looking forward to an exciting year.   

          Sixteen kids found their way to their classrooms that first Sunday and we are hopeful these 

families will continue to bring their children to Sunday School as well as invite and bring their friends.  

Jared Shepard, Liz S. and Susie S. began working with the K-9 kids on their first musical offering to be 

presented in worship on October 4.  We look forward to having the kids in worship with us on those 

Sundays when they present a musical offering and other Sundays whenever possible.  

          Sunday School is an important part of our children’s introduction to and education in our faith.  

The younger they are when they begin, the more they will live out their faith in their daily lives. It is our 

shared responsibility to encourage and support them in the pursuit of learning what it means to be a 

Christian in the world. 



 

 
Letters have been sent, received and opened. We’ve heard 

our first Minute for Mission saying, “It IS about the money.”  

Pledges are necessary for the Board to be able to plan, 

knowing the capacity United Church will have, to carry out 

our work and mission in our community—inside and outside 

our beautiful building.  As Ben Franklin said, “All who think 

cannot but see there is a sanction like that of religion which binds us in partnership in the serious work of 

the world.”   We are that partnership of religion, and by faith we are bound in that partnership with God 

to do the serious work of the world and that includes this church.  Please bring your completed pledge 

card in soon so we might begin our planning. Dedication of pledges will be October 18.  Thank you. 

 

TABITHA will be meeting Wednesday, October 21st at 7:30 pm.  We will be 

discussing Each Shining Hour by Jeff High and making plans for next month’s cookie 

exchange and homebound Advent bags. All United Church women are most welcome!  

Wednesday, November 18 at 7:30 pm  will find us completing the Advent bags, and 

enjoying our cookie exchange. For further information, please contact Cindy R. 

MISSION OPPORTUNITY – FRANKLIN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Last spring Tabitha Women sponsored the Syracuse University Brass Ensemble to raise money towards the 

refurbishment of the playground at Franklin Elementary School in Syracuse. In continuing dialogue with the 

school administration, they have indicated that they would warmly welcome any reading assistance 

(classroom help) we might be willing to provide. If you would be interested in participating in a program we 

would set up--probably once or twice a month for an hour or so--please contact Cindy R. 

A FAMILY BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 

We are planning to CELEBRATE the 99th birthdays of two very special women in our 

congregation following worship on Sunday, October 25.  Jean H. and Lorraine S. have 

given their time and love to this congregation for oh so many years and it is 

appropriate (not to mention fun!) that we fete them with our thanks and love. A light 

lunch is being planned for us all along with a few surprises! If you are interested in 

assisting with this soiree, please contact Cindy R.  

 

BLOOD DRIVE      The fourth annual blood drive in memory of  

Stu W. will be held on Saturday, October 24, from 8 am to 1 pm  

in Fellowship Hall.  All types of blood are needed, including double red.  

Please contact Mary Jane or Tori to schedule a time for your donation.   



 

STEEPLE COFFEE HOUSE  
 

Oct. 10 - JT Hall Jazzz Consort   Jazz standards and blues, plus original songbook 

 A favorite at music/jazz fests across 
the area as well as at other public 
and private venues. 

  Group members: 
Cookie Coogan (vocals) 
Jason Jeffers (drums) 
John Dancks (bass) 

Tom Witkowski (keyboard) 
John Magnante (guitar) 

JT Hall trumpet/flugelhorn) 
 

 

 

Oct. 24 - Jen Chapin   
 
A folk singer/songwriter who has inherited her father Harry's 
talents.   

Her description of her work:  ". . . jazz-tinged urban folk soul . . . 
incorporating the funk, soul, and improvisation of the city." 
 
 

 

Nov. 14 - Fall Festival  featuring: 

Ann Barnes  pianist  playing  jazz / Latin / pop / sing-a-longs / classical / new age / standards 

The Atta Boys  bluegrass  Tom Hosmer–violin; Judson Powell–guitar; Dave Rubinski–mandolin 

Kristin & David  traditional fiddle tunes – French Canadian, American, Celtic 
Kristin Gitler (mountain dulcimer) & David Goldman (acoustic guitar) 

 

 
Nov. 28 - Butternut Creek Revival  acoustic originals and favorite covers 

Len Widdekind (vocals, guitar, mandolin); Ed Gorham (vocals, guitar, bodhran, blues harp) 
Mike Sisto (bass, vocals); Sean Cadley (percussion) 

 
 
Concerts are held on the 2nd and 4th Saturday evenings of the month 

7:30 - 9:30 pm (doors open at 7:00 pm) 

Admission provides entertainment, dessert, and beverage. 
Tickets are sold at the door and offered to UCF-ers on the  
Sunday morning prior to each event at an “early bird” price. 

Suggested entry donations vary for each event, so check Steeple Coffee House on Facebook  

or the United Church of Fayetteville website:  theucf.org 
 

http://www.theucf.org/


 

 

UCF has always been a caring congregation, responding to those whom it knows to be in need.   In August, 
congregants responded to three deaths providing solace, receptions, support and professional expertise.  In 
particular, our response to the family of M.B. took a variety of forms:  the Board authorized a free-will offering 
to assist with funeral expenses – an offering that resulted in Annie receiving  $3,991.81 toward those 
expenses.  That is a truly generous response.    

As we have long known, however,  compassion takes many forms.  Words and actions were as important as 
any dollars we could have sent.   Members and friends of the congregation provided another $530 in in-kind 
gifts and services in order to make sure everything was done to the standards UCF has set for itself.   Others 
(including funeral home staff) provided guidance and helped the family navigate the unfamiliar waters of the 
justice system and funeral planning.  More than 30 households 
provided meals either directly for Annie and the rest of the 
family or for plates to be served at the reception following the 
funeral service.  There were untold numbers of cards, phone 
calls and home visits that helped sustain the family in this tragic 
time.   Let us give thanks to God for being privileged to be 
channels of grace that flowed through us in so many forms. 
 

Greetings UCF: 
First, a big thank you!  We are truly thankful to have had you within our support system.  When we were faced 
with a heavy load, you were there to help us carry the weight of the pain.  We honestly don’t know how we 
would have been able to walk through the valley of darkness without a family as wonderful as you to light the 
path of love and hope.  As we continue to find our way through this journey we are reminded that never again 
will I confess loneliness, for Jesus said, “. . . lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.” 
(Matthew 28:20)   “I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.” (Hebrews 13:5)  We would really like to sincerely 
thank you for everything that you coordinated and completed on our behalf.  You are truly the brothers and 
sisters in faith that have sheltered and loved us.  Sincerely, 
                                                                               Annie and family 
 
 

 
Blessed with an unusually warm and windy day, those 
participating in the UCF Harvest Market Booth at the 
Fayetteville Festival on Saturday September 19 raised 
$300.   Thanks to all who donated goods from brownies to 
pickles to catnip treats and to those who staffed the 
booth:  Jackie M., Cindy B., Linda E., Gail S., Kathy B., 
Connie L., John P. & Janet P., Alice & Carl B., Gloria & Scott 
M., Joan M., Martha K., Marti V., Mary Jane W., Pam B., 
Barb D., Lorraine S., and Sue B.  An extra special thanks 
goes to Marge M. for staying for a second shift.  We had 
wonderful visits with our Fayetteville neighbors and each 
other.  As always, many animals were lovingly blessed by 
Dr. Even.  All of your efforts are very much appreciated!  
                                                   Tracy W. and Cindy B. 



 

           UCF College Pen Pal Project 2015-2016 

UCF will continue its college pen pal ministry for the new college 
year.  If your child is at college this fall, please email < 
office@theucf.org> or call 637-3186 with your college or 
graduate student’s snail-mail address so that church members 

may write a note or card every so often to assure students of our thoughts and prayers while 
they are away pursuing their college degrees.  Contact Gloria M. for more information.  
  
2015-2016 students (grads, undergrads and those in Europe) include:  
Jenna B., Andrew C., Matt C., Katie D., McKenna E., Kaitlin H., Zach J.,  
Hannah K., Sarah K., Edie O., Maggie O., Sarah S., Susanne S.,  Ellen S.,  
and Lyn W.  Best wishes as you continue your education! 
  
Many thanks to the following pen pal scribes:  Jackie M., 
Scott & Gloria M., Sarah G., Beth K., Cindy R., Gail & 
Dave S., Sue B., Lorraine D., Cindy R., Lois S., Kim C.,  
Shelly E., Brenda H., Maurine & Jim W., Donna O., Marti 
V., Martha K., Stephanie W. and Lynn S. who wrote 
notes, sent small gifts and remembered students in their 
prayers.   
  
Join with our pen pals in keeping youth in our prayers.  Welcome 
them back over the holidays and ask students about their school 
experiences.  If you are interested in becoming a future pen pal, 
please leave your name with Sue B. or Gloria M. 
 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
UNITED CHURCH OF FAYETTEVILLE 

310 EAST GENESEE STREET 

FAYETTEVILLE, NY  13066 
 

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNITED CHURCH STAFF: 
Rev. Dr. Linda D. Even, Pastor   lindaeven@theucf.org 

Jared Shepard, Director of Music Ministries   jaredshepard@theucf.org 

CONTACT US: 
315-637-3186  

Email:  office@theucf.org 

Web:  www.theucf.org 
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