
 

 

 

 

 

Spring and Summer Worship Experiences  

We look forward to many traditional UCF events in the days ahead: 

Pentecost –the celebration of the church's birthday (Wear Red!) 

The Installation of Officers &  

Expressions of Thanks to Outgoing Officers 

Graduate Sunday 

Recognition of those who offered year-long education  

and worship leadership 

Outdoor Worship and the Church Picnic 

Summer Schedule and Lemonade in Memorial Garden 

WATCH FOR DETAILS ON HOW TO PARTICIPATE  

IN UPCOMING BULLETINS AND WEEKLY EMAILS! 

It's often the case that following Easter, as the weather 

gets nicer (we hope—it is hailing as I write this), and 

family reunions, vacations and other celebrations loom 

large on the calendar, we tend to think "church stops."   

If we do, we miss opportunities to worship in a more 

relaxed and casual atmosphere with alternative music.  It 

is a season that can enrich and balance our spiritual lives 

with some of its unique opportunities.   Be sure to take 

time to explore the options and stay connected with God 

and our community throughout the summer months.   

A few items of note:  You have been reading Jared's 

articles about his vision of worship music.  One practical 

aspect of that vision is that the music selected for our 

musical reflections/celebrations are longer pieces than 

we have been accustomed to in the past.  After 

discussion with the Worship and Spiritual Life 

Committee, we have decided to reflect this change in 

vision with a tweak in our worship experience.   

Beginning on Sunday, May 3, we will adopt the model of 

a prelude, prior to the Words of Welcome which will still 

be uttered promptly at 10am.  Jared will begin playing 

prior to that time, allowing those who arrive in the 

sanctuary early a time for preparation and reflection.  

As we transition to our summer schedule on June 28 (the 

week following our Outdoor Worship and Picnic at Ryder 

Park), Worship and Spiritual Life, Staff and the Board 

have been in discussion about our summer worship time 

–should it remain at the traditional 9:30 time?  Or should 

we, as we have done in the past make it an hour earlier 

than our program year start – 9:00AM?    There are 

advantages to both.  Please express your preference 

directly to me either in person, on the phone, in a note 

or via email simply indicating whether your attendance is 

likely to be positively or negatively impacted by either or 

if either one creates a hardship. 

We all look forward to being together throughout the 

summer in worship, celebration and community.   

In faith,  

 

Linda 

U N I T E D  C H U R C H  N E W S
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Worship Schedule & Church Calendar 

 

Sunday, May 3  

The Lord’s Supper  
8:45 AM  Adult Forum 
8:45 AM  Bible Study 
9:30 AM  Choir Rehearsal 
9:45 AM  Nursery for ages four and under 
10:00 AM  Worship 
10:00 AM   Children/Youth in Worship  
11:00  AM   Fellowship  
  

Wednesday, May 6, 2:00 pm – Bible Study in Women’s Lounge 
                                    6:30 pm – Worship & Spiritual Life Meeting 

 
Sat., May 9  -  Steeple Coffeehouse   
The Vectors Lite (Mike Hattala, Mark LaJoie, and Bob MacBlane) bring their extensive repertoire (folk, rock, 
blues, jazz, old to new, covers to originals) to the final evening of the Steeple Coffee House 2014-15 regular 
season.  Tickets will be on sale Sunday (5/3) after service for $7/person; or at the door on the 9th for $10.  
Admission includes a dessert and beverages.  Doors open at 7:00 pm; entertainment 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm.   
If questions, call 663-7415 or see Steeple Coffee House on Facebook. 
 

Sunday, May 10  
Sunday School  for Children and Youth   
 
Monday, May 11 – OFFICE CLOSED 
 

Sunday, May 17 
Sunday School  for Children and Youth  
 
Tuesday, May 19, 7 pm – Board Meeting 
Wed., May 20, 2;00 pm – Bible Study 
    6:30 pm – Tabitha Salad Potluck & Planning 
Friday, May 22 – OFFICE CLOSED 
 

Sunday, May 24 - Pentecost   
Children/Youth in Worship 
Adult Forum and Bible Study will resume on May 31 
Wear red, orange or yellow so that we are “aflame” 
with the spirit! 
 
Monday, May 25 – OFFICE CLOSED 

 
Sunday, May 31 
Sunday School for children and youth 
 



Sunday, June 7  
The Lord’s Supper 
Installation of Officers  

8:45 AM  Adult Forum 
8:45 AM  Bible Study 
9:30 AM  Choir Rehearsal 
9:45 AM  Nursery  
10:00 AM  Worship 
10:00 AM   Sunday School for Children/Youth in Worship  
11:00  AM   Fellowship  
 
 

Sunday, June 14 - Graduate Sunday     
Children/Youth in Worship 
Last Day of Adult Forum & Bible Study  
Graduation Season will soon be upon us.  Before life gets too busy with papers, exams and making plans, 
please drop a line to the church office if a member of the congregation or child of a member is graduating 
from high school, college or with an advanced or professional degree.  Please send a photo and short bio, 
including the degree and future plans, to the church office (office@theucf.org). Photos can be scanned and 
returned.  Graduates will be recognized in the worship service.  (Participation in the service is not required.) 
 If a grandchild or out-of-town family member is graduating, you can let us know their name, where 
they are graduating from, the degree received, and their plans for the future.   Photos are welcome.  All of the 
graduates will be recognized in the bulletin, newsletter, and on the graduate bulletin board.  Thank you in 
advance from your church staff and bulletin board volunteer. 
 
Tues., June 16, 7 pm – Board Meeting 
Wed., June 17 – Deadline for July/August Newsletter 

  

Sunday, June 21  (OFF SITE) 
10:00 am  Outdoor Worship at Ryder Park, Dewitt,  
        followed by the church picnic 
Ryder Park is located adjacent to the DeWitt Town Hall, 5400 Butternut Drive, DeWitt.  The pavilion is close to 
the parking lot and the site is flat and handicapped accessible.  Please bring a chair or blanket and a dish to 
pass.  We encourage you to bring your own tableware (disposable will be available).  Hot dogs, hamburgers 
and drinks will be provided by the Fellowship Committee.  ($2 per person, $6 per family is requested to cover 
the cost.)  If the weather is not suitable, it will be announced on local television stations, ch. 3, 5 and 9, and the 
service will be at United Church with the picnic in Fellowship Hall.   
 

Sunday, June 28 - Start of summer schedule 
  9:00 or 9:30 am  Worship; followed by Fellowship 
Children of all ages are welcome in the sanctuary at any time.  Nursery, Sunday School, Adult Forum and Bible 
Study will resume in September. 
 

 
The complete United Church calendar (worship, meetings, building use, office closings)  

is on our website:  www.theucf.org

http://www.theucf.org/


Deepest gratitude and thanks to all of the 
members of the UCF Choir, who work extra 
rehearsals, learn new music every week, and 
come joyfully prepared and eager to give all of 
us their very best every Sunday.  Thank you to 
James M., Nick F., and Dick F. for sharing their 
gifts in the Palm Sunday celebration, along 
with the Handbell Choir, who has been joined 
this year by our most recent members Marti V. 
and Sarah G.  
Thank you also to Barb M. and Sue F. who 
donated their gifts and time to more deeply 
express the celebrations of Maundy Thursday 
and Good Friday. 

And for Easter we again thank the entire UCF 
Choir, the UCF Handbell Choir and Dick F. for directing them, as well as our friends and musicians who 
join us in the choir-loft.  Thank you to Sarah V.  for doing a terrific job of playing harpsichord continuo, 
bassist Ed C. for joining us, S. U. students Brian S., Emmanuelle H., OCSO Players Ernest R. and Rachel V., 
our own James M., and my dear friend Joe C..  

Thank you also from Liz and I to the entire congregation of UCF who have been always very engaged, 
encouraging and enthusiastic about having fun and spirited music in your church.  
 
Jared Shepard 
Director of Music Ministries 

 
Thank you to all those too numerous to name who made our season of Lent, Holy Week and the 
Festival of Easter a positive spiritual experience for us all:   

--the walkway and doorway snow shovelers who worked endlessly to make the way clear;  

--the people who oversaw our seasonal decorations, changing them throughout to reflect and inspire 
our journey; 

--the musicians, liturgists, planners and 
reflectors who enriched our worship;  

--the teachers, leaders, students and 
youth who delved deep into scripture, 
contemporary issues and other efforts, 
modeling a growing faithfulness for all;  

--and last but not least, the cutters, 
stuffers, folders, printers and designers 
who provided our bulletin guides 
through worship; all the committees who 
provided guidance and activity,  

--the finance folk who kept the lights on,  

--and of course, all the congregation who 
supported, encouraged and inspired.       
      
                         --Linda  

THANK YOU! 
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CONTACT US: 
315-637-3186  

Email:  office@theucf.org 

Web:  www.theucf.org 

 

 Rev. Dr. Linda D. Even, Pastor 

 lindaeven@theucf.org 

Jared Shepard, Director of Music Ministries 

 jaredshepard@theucf.org 
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