
  

 

 

 

 

SEASONAL RHYTHMS 
 

While the earth has given us a stutter-start spring into summer, our liturgical year unfolds on schedule.  
We concluded our spring with a lovely and inspiring Pentecost service, led by our music ministries,  and 
a Youth Sunday that revealed one aspect of our young people's faith development.  We are now looking 
forward to our service of installation and ordination on the first Sunday in June when we set aside some 
of our membership for the ministry of leading us in service to Christ for the next few years; followed by 
Graduate Sunday, when we offer a blessing and charge to our graduates. Then ! we make our transition 
to our summer schedule with our annual Outdoor Worship and  Picnic at Ryder Park.   These favorite 
traditions fill us with spirit and fellowship to carry us through the recreational days of summer as we 
come and go on vacation, to weddings, or reunions and back again. 
 
Later this summer, I'll be offering a four week sermon series, Majoring in Minors: Getting to Know the 
Eighth Century Prophets.  The eighth century BCE, of course.   In this time period, people of faith faced 
many of the same issues we do in our own time – life disrupted by war, increasing division between rich 
and poor, political turmoil, cultural change and diversity, and challenges to which the faithful needed to 
respond, as they decided how to live in a rapidly changing world.     
 
We'll focus on four known as "minor prophets" or sometimes "latter prophets."   Sadly, those 
designations lead us to underestimate their importance or their possibilities for our lives in this time and 
faith.  Calling them "minor" or lesser" simply referred to the fact that their writings and prophecies as 
they have come down to us are much shorter than those recorded by such prophets as Isaiah or Ezekiel.  
"Latter" refers to their placement among the books of the prophets – at the end of the collection – 
again a location determined by length –longest first.     
 
From July 10-31, we'll get to know Hosea, Joel, Amos and Micah better.  The lectionary usually offers a 
pithy and powerful prophetic quote from each of them during Advent, Lent and Easter, but we don't 
often hear enough to have context and understanding of their whole message.  Each week we will 
focus on one of them and the era/issues they addressed, giving us a more rooted understanding when 
we hear from them again throughout the year.      
 
Our life together continues through the changing season as we connect with the One who is faithful to 
us in every season.   We all travel, but let's be sure to be here on Sunday when we are in town.   For it is 
in this place and among these people that we draw our strength, find our focus in God and are restored 
to one another.     
 
In faith, 
 

     Linda 

U N I T E D  C H U R C H  N E W S
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June marks the end of our program year for the music ministries for UCF. All of our choir ministries – the 
UCF Choir, Children's Choir, Handbell Choir and Signing Choir - participated in regular rehearsals and 
offerings in worship.  Any given month at UCF during this past year would have included the opportunity 
to hear children singing an anthem from the choir loft, a handbell choir ringing a prelude or offertory, the 
UCF Choir singing in a variety of styles, and the Joyful Sign Choir interpreting beautifully.  
 
Our programs are not unique - in fact, they are founded on some long-standing music ministry traditions 
of the church.  What is uncommon is finding all of these programs on a regular basis, and at a church of 
this size.  It is the countless hours of dozens of volunteers that make this happen.  It is also important that 
we recognize the exceptional support at UCF for a truly outstanding ministry that works so hard to serve 
the community every week. 
 
This begins with our leadership.  Every week the choirs are supported with guidance and planning from 
our Pastor, Dr. Even and the Worship and Spiritual Life Committee, led by Trudy B.  Through this support, 
careful planning is done, ideas are developed, and musicians are hired to support our special programs.  
 
Our ministry also includes the people who are working every week helping us prepare for Sunday.   
Linda R. manages our music library; Barb M. guides the Joyful Sign Choir; Sue L., Susie S. and Elizabeth S. 
all worked with the Children's Choir; Pam B. leads our choir with her prayers; Sarah V. guides us with 
focused breathing and stretching.  Our volunteers are always ready to take care of the needs of the church 
and the ministry.  During a week at UCF, they are learning  hymns, helping tune the organ, maintaining 
the handbells, organizing the library, planning our worship, rehearsing on a Saturday, cooking for one 
another, writing letters of appreciation or condolence - as you can see it is much more than the Offertory 
Anthem!  
 
So, again, my great thanks to all of the people directly involved in making this ministry so vibrant and 
dynamic, but also to all of the people at UCF who make it possible by valuing this kind of ministry in our 
church and community.  It has been a very good year of fine music-making, but most importantly, it has 
been a year filled with taking care of each other.  As the parents of the little boy who has been so 
nourished this year by the people of this church, Elizabeth and I know very well how important that is.   
It is our hope that we keep learning and growing in our ability to pass on that care.  
 
Jared Shepard 
Director of Music Ministries 
 
 
      
  



Wednesday, June 1, 2 pm – Women’s Bible Study 
Thursday, June 2, 6:30 am – Men’s Covenant 
Friday, June 3 – OFFICE CLOSED 
 

Saturday, June 4, 1:00 pm   
Memorial Service for Lorraine Schmidt, with reception following 
 

Sunday, June 5      
Ordination and Installation of Officers     
The Lord’s Supper 
8:45 am  Adult Forum 
8:45 am  Bible Study 
9:20 am  Choir Rehearsal 
9:45 am  Nursery Care 
10:00 am  Worship 
10:00 am  Sunday School Celebration  
11:00 am  Fellowship 
 
Monday, June 6 – OFFICE CLOSED 
Thursday, June 9, 6:30 am – Men’s Covenant 
 
Graduate Sunday, June 12  
8:45 am  Adult Forum – last day 
8:45 am  Bible Study—last day 
9:00 am  Seeker Parent Meeting in Linda’s office upstairs 
9:20 am  Choir Rehearsal—last day 
9:45 am  Nursery Care—last day 
10:00 am  Worship 
10:00 am  Children/Youth in Worship   
11:00 am  Fellowship 
 
Monday, June 13, 7 pm – Worship & Spiritual Life Meeting 
Wednesday, June 15, 2 pm – Women’s Bible Study—last day 
Thursday, June 16, 6:30 am – Men’s Covenant 
 
Sunday, June 19   
Outdoor Worship - 10:00 am at Ryder Park, Dewitt 
Handicapped accessible; plenty of parking 
Followed by the Church Picnic (potluck)  
 
Monday, June 20 – deadline for July/August newsletter 
Tuesday, June 21, 7 pm – Board Meeting 
Thursday, June 23, 6:30 am – Men’s Covenant 
  
Sunday, June 26    
Summer Schedule Starts 
9:30 am  Worship 
10:30 am  Fellowship 
 
Thursday, June 30, 6:30 am – Men’s Covenant 



Thank Yous    
 

To the UCF Choir, Handbell Choir, and Joyful Sign Choir with Jared’s 
design and direction for a lovely, uplifting Pentecost Sunday as they 
proclaimed the Word of the gift of the Spirit. 

To Dave B. for refurbishing our outdoor benches, his assistant Scott M. for repainting the cast iron ends, and 
assistant Trudy B. for helping Dave varnish the sturdy new wooden slats. 
 
To this year's groundskeeping crew, the folks who mow and trim throughout the summer season:  Rich Bo., 
Rich Br., John H., Norm H., Denny B., John P., Dick A. and Scott M. --- and thanks to Scott for getting it 
organized. 

To Carol G. for making a gift of the family tea service to the church.  When Carol contacted us about the 
possibility of making this gift, in order to be sure we would be good stewards of it, we consulted with the 
Fellowship Committee to be sure they would be able to use it and would have a place for it.  The answer to 
both was “Yes!” and we were delighted to be able to accept Carol’s generous offer.       

                                                                                                                                                                                     --Linda 

WOW! GENEROUS UCF SERVES THE WORLD AGAIN! AND AGAIN! AND AGAIN!  

*Our One Great Hour of Sharing  offering contributed $1264 to the multi-denominational effort and these 
funds are already being used in response to earthquakes in Japan and Ecuador. 

*Our Easter  offering provided $1257 to assist with the long-term health needs of children in Flint, Mich. 
(following the water crisis).  Please express our gratitude to all who made this gift possible.  Thanks for 
caring about Flint kids!  Kathi  A.  Holmes,  President,  Flint Child Health & Development Fund 

*The spring SUBE concert  raised $2015 for the Capital Campaign of InterFaith Works. 
On behalf of IFW, we are deeply grateful for UCF's contribution to our Capital Campaign, which brings us 
closer yet to our goal.   Your support has allowed us to bring all of IFW's programs and services under one 
roof.  We are now a few months into the second year of occupying our "new" home, and the building is 
bustling with activity!   The concert was wonderful and so is your congregation!   
Beth A. Broadway, President/CEO, InterFaith Works of Central New York 
                      

Many, many thanks to all who helped make the SU Brass Concert on April 17 so successful and enjoyable, 
beginning with the SUBE itself and its amazing director, our own Dr. Jim Spencer.  Others who pitched in to 
help make the concert and UCF's resulting gift of over $2,000 to IFW's capital campaign possible include:  Rev. 
Dr. Linda Even, Gloria and Scott M., Kathy and Rich B., Jackie M., Kevin S., Rich B., Bob C., Sue and Bob B., Norm 
H., Carl and Alice B., Marge J., Cindy R., Mary Jane W., Linda R., Gail B., Beth Broadway, Denise Robertson, Daryl 
Files, Marcy Bowles, Keith O'Brien and all those other UCFers who attended the concert and contributed in one 
way or another to its success.  It was Mission (with a capital M) in action.                          
 
United Church, one of InterFaith Works' 38 Faith Partners, was well represented at IFW's 40th anniversary 
celebration at its 2016 Leadership Awards Dinner.  Thanks to the following for supporting UCF/IFW by their 
attendance:  Alice and Norm H., Cara and Joe S., Suzy and Phil C., Liz and John M., Diane and Rich B., Rev. Dr. 
Linda Even, Jessie and Jim K-W, Cindy R., Bonnie and Dick L. and Lois and Ken S..                                                             
                                    -- Denny  
 
 
 
 
 



 
Updates on our  

Haitian Educational Mission Partnership 

with FEED in Paulette, Haiti : 

 
  
• Third mobile medical clinic held in April 2016; 283 people treated! 
• New micro loans initiative for 50 adults who can create small businesses 
• Tuition for 100 children continuing 
• Books and workbooks purchased for preschool children from proceeds of Brass & Bells concert 
• Repairs to Baptist School roof funded from UCF Outreach Committee 
• Teacher training this summer for 18 teachers, K-6 & principals 
• Adult Literacy for 20 
• Chlorine drops funded by UCF Children & Youth Bake sale  
 

United Church of Fayetteville, Park Central Presbyterian 
Church & Pebble Hill Presbyterian Church members are on 
the HEMP Board.  These three churches are the main 
contributors to projects.  Please keep in your prayers:  Haiti 
as it tries to elect a new president, our Haitian friends, for 
St. Joseph’s principal Serge Louis Jean who recently 
experienced the death of his older brother and for wisdom 
for our HEMP Board as it plans a proposed October 2016 
mission trip.  
                      --submitted by Gloria M. 
 

Medical Clinic held in April  

Opportunities in Our Neighborhood 

 InterFaith Works' Center for New Americans’ program representative is the first contact many 
refugees have when they arrive in Syracuse.  They are met at the airport and taken to their apartment 
that has been set up for them.  Most of the furnishings in the apartment are donations in good condition 
but some items need to be new.    
 The Outreach Committee would like to collect some of these new items so InterFaith Works has 
them on hand when setting up an apartment. There are big boxes in the coat room for your donation from 
now until June 26th. We appreciate your prayerful consideration of this need. 
 Items needed:  
           shower curtains/rods/rings/mops/buckets/sponges/dust pans 
                        brooms/wastebaskets/light bulbs/dish soap/laundry soap 
                        flash lights/batteries 
                        paper towels/toilet paper/trash bags 
                        toothbrushes/toothpaste 
                        diapers (all sizes) including adults 
                        deodorant/shampoo 
      

Needed at the FM Community Outreach food pantry:   
 deodorant             regular size cans of fruit 
 cans of pasta sauce            regular size cans of tomatoes 
Please place donations in the barrel by Beard Lounge.  



SIGNS OF SUMMER  

Fellowship:  We will once again be offering lemonade during Fellowship in the 
Memorial Garden in the summer months, weather permitting.  We still need weekly 
volunteer hosts to make this happen! Sign up is outside the church office. 
 

Adopt-A-Highway is one of United Church's outreaches.  We have a two-mile section on Route 5 
(east of Fayetteville near the bowling alley) that is part of the County Adopt-A-Highway program.  We 
have agreed to pick up trash on this section four times a year.  There are signs marking the beginning 
and end of our section with UCF’s name on it - you may have seen such signs. 
 On the day of the pick-up, we gather in Women's Lounge after worship to assign sections of 
road to each person.  We get our orange vests and hard hats and garbage bags.  Gloves on our 
hands, off we go for about an hour or so to clean up our area.  We've been doing it for several years.  
It's good outdoor exercise and satisfying when we're done.   
 We completed our first clean up April 24th.  We are anticipating the second one in the middle 
or end of June.  Keep a look out in the bulletin for the exact date.  Please consider!  (contact Scott M. 
or Betsy N. if you'd like more information) 

Graduation Season:  If you have reached an educational or professional milestone, or if you are 
celebrating a graduate in your family this year, please send a note and photo to office@theucf.org for 
our bulletin board, newsletter and bulletin on Graduate Sunday, June 12.   Let us know the person’s 
name, the school that they are graduating from, type of degree or license, and plans for the future, so 
that we can celebrate with you.  Photos can be scanned and returned. 

After the Outdoor Worship on June 19 at Ryder Park, Dewitt,  
we will have our church picnic (potluck).  Hot dogs, hamburgers, 
lemonade and iced tea provided.  Vegetarians, if you supply your 
favorite veggie burger, we'll happily grill it for you.  Bring a picnic 
dish to pass, we'll have iced trays to keep things cold.   If you're in  
a sustainable state of mind, bring BYO non-disposable plates, etc.  
We'll supply disposable items as well.  Donations accepted. 
                                        --Fellowship Committee 
If the weather is not suitable, there will be an announcement on 
local television stations 3, 5 and 9, and the service will be at United 
Church with the picnic in Fellowship Hall.   

Send Us Your Contact Information 
Sue will be working on the 2016 directory early this summer, so please send any changes or additions 
to your contact information:  address, phone numbers (home, work, cell), email, etc.  Some/all of your 
contact info can be kept private (for staff only) if you prefer—just let us know at 637-3186 or 
office@theucf.org.    
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@theucf.org
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We plan to meet again on Wednesday, June 1, at 2:00 pm after reading Luke 7 and especially studying 11-
17.  This story of Jesus raising a widow’s son in Nain is only found Luke.  (Study guides are available in 
the office on the credenza.)  Remember to use some of the steps that Linda handed out in April:  

1. Read the text to get a sense of what is happening.  
2. Reread with a little more sense of focus.  
3. Circle words or job down words that intrigue you or images 
that are especially vivid.  
4. Write down any questions that come to mind. 
5. What is the setting, what happened just before and after? 
6. Then use the Daily Discipleship guide.   
                 
We will plan then to meet on June 1, and then on June 15. We 
will take a break in July and August.  We will reconvene on September 7. 

Here is the site where I found the parallels of the Synoptic Gospels that some of you wanted to print:      
http://www.gospelparallels.com/ 
                                   --Gloria M. 

Are You an Enlightened Envisioner? 

Or perhaps an adventurous, savvy, technology buff always learning about latest trends?  Or someone gifted to 
look at a specific space and see all the possible potential for that space?  Or someone knowledgeable about 
space and construction?  The Board is looking for some folks who might possess one (or more!) of these 
talents who would enjoy participating in an assessment of Beard and Women's Lounges and Fellowship Hall.  
The Board has requested this ad hoc committee consider how we might maximize useful space for the shape 
of our ministry today and provide a report to the Board with suggestions and discoveries.  This will be a fun 
adventure, nothing arduous, but simply an insightful small group committed to using the church’s resources to 
the best potential.  Up to three volunteers will join representatives of the Building and Grounds and 
Memorials Committees.  Sound like something to which you could contribute some time and creative brain 
power?  Contact Moderator David DeHority for further information. 

 

Have you ever wondered about the symbolism in UCF’s sanctuary windows?  

Check out an article and lots of colorful photographs of our beautiful stained 

glass windowson our website, www.theucf.org, under the “About” tab.  (For 

folks without computers, there are black & white print copies in the office.)  
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CONTACT US: 
315-637-3186  

Email:  office@theucf.org 

Web:  www.theucf.org 

UNITED CHURCH STAFF: 
Rev. Dr. Linda D. Even, Pastor   lindaeven@theucf.org 

Jared Shepard, Director of Music Ministries   jaredshepard@theucf.org 

Sue Boland, Administrative Assistant 

David DeHority, Board Moderator 

Scott Manuel, Treasurer  

Bob Craft, Asst. Treasurer 

Both can be reached at: treasurer@theucf.org  
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