
  

 

 

 

 

Looking to Advent:   

The People of Advent Will Be Looking Back 

This year's theme for our Advent season, when we prepare for the birth of Christ, is  
“The Faces of Advent.”   We'll consider:   The Ones Who Wait; The Ones Who Speak;  
The Ones Who Bring News; The Ones Who Bear Life; and on Christmas Eve, The One  
Who is Born.  Our reflections will consider not only the faces of those who people the 
pages of scripture – but where we might see those faces today –be they in our world  
or in our own mirrors.  

 

Join us on the first week of Advent:  

Sunday, November 29  

Faces of Advent:  The Ones Who Wait 

Adult Forum and Bible Study will return on Dec. 6. 

9:30 am  Choir Rehearsal 

9:45 am  Nursery Care 

10:00 am  Worship 

10:00 am  Children in Worship   

11:00 am  Fellowship 

 
If you’d like to know more about the colors and symbols of 
Advent and Christmas that are used at United Church, as well 
as a complete calendar, see our website:  th eu cf .org .

 
 

Warm Hearts with Just One Box of Christmas Cards 

As we enter the season of giving, consider the simple gift of a holiday 
greeting for those saints of our church for whom weather or health may 
limit their wintertime participation in our life together; for whom this 
holiday will be different than those which have gone before; who have 
moved away to be nearer to children, but remain part of us; or who 
would appreciate hearing from us this holiday season.   
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Sat., Dec. 5, 10 am - 12 n  Decorating the Church  
All are invited to join in this Advent tradition!  On 
Dec. 5th we will be decorating the lounges and 
various spaces around them, and Dec. 12 will be 
installation of the lighted trees, remaining spaces, 
and Fellowship Hall.   Contact Julie H. with 
questions.   

Second Sunday of Advent, December 6 

Faces of Advent:  The Ones Who Speak  
The Lord’s Supper 

8:45 am  Adult Forum (see article) 
8:45 am  Bible Study 
9:30 am  Choir Rehearsal 
9:45 am  Nursery Care 
10:00 am  Worship 
10:00 am  Children in Worship   
11:00 am  Fellowship 

7 pm – Festival of Lessons and Carols at I.C. Church 
The UCF Choir and the Joyful Sign Choir will be 
joining choirs from other FM churches at 
Immaculate Conception Church, 400 Salt Springs 
Road, Fayetteville.  The event is free of charge.  The 
offering benefits FM Community Outreach’s food 
pantry. 
 
Sat., Dec. 12, 10 am- 12 n  Decorating the Church 
 

Third Sunday of Advent, December 13 
Faces of Advent: The Ones Who Bring News 
Joy/Thank Offering Received 
Sunday School 
11:00 am  Christmas Social (potluck)  
         followed by Caroling 
3:00 pm – Brass ‘n’ Bells Concert     
(see articles in this newsletter) 

Wed., Dec. 16, 6:30 pm – Tabitha Women 
Ho Ho Ho! We will gather for an evening of holiday 
fun and fellowship, sharing a potluck  supper and 
exchanging sometimes frightening, but always 
hilarious, “White Elephant” gifts. All United Church 
women are invited! For further information, 
contact Cindy R. 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 20  
Faces of Advent:  The Ones Who Bear Life 
Sunday School 
 

Thursday, December 24 – Christmas Eve 
Faces of Advent:  The One Who is Born 
Christmas Envelope Offering Received   

4:00 – 4:45 pm  Outdoor Living Nativity   
          (in front of the church by Genesee St.) 
Costumed people and live animals portray the 
night of Jesus’ birth in a stable. 

5:00 pm    The Brand New Original Nativity:  
         A Pageant  (sanctuary) 
There are no rehearsals and every child who comes 
to worship can choose the part they will play—
cow, angel, sheep, shepherd, king or queen—and 
join in the tableau.  Invite friends and families with 
young children to attend this delightful high energy 
service.  Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus will be 
eagerly waiting to see who comes this year, as we 
sing familiar carols and create a Brand New Original 
Nativity. 

9:00 pm   Traditional Candlelight Service  
        with the UCF Choir  (sanctuary) 
 

First Sunday after Christmas, December 27 
Lessons and Carols 
Bible Study will return on Jan. 3. 
Adult Forum will return on Jan. 10. 
9:45 am  Nursery Care 
10:00 am  Worship 
10:00 am  Children in Worship 
11:00 am  Fellowship 
 

Monday, Dec. 28 – OFFICE CLOSED 
 



Epiphany Sunday, January 3, 2016  
The Lord’s Supper  
Adult Forum will return on Jan. 10. 
8:45 AM  Bible Study 
9:30 AM  Choir Rehearsal 
9:45 AM  Nursery Care 
10:00 AM  Worship 
10:00 AM  Children in Worship 
11:00 AM  Fellowship 
 
Monday, January 4 –  
Deadline for Committee and Pod Reports 
for the Annual Meeting 

Saturday, Jan. 9 – Steeple Coffee House 
Marcus Curry and Bob Price headline the annual 
Jazz Blast. 

 
 

Sunday, January 10  
Baptism of the Lord 
Sacrament of Baptism 
Sunday School  
 

Sunday, January 17   
Second Sunday after Epiphany 
Children/Youth in Worship 
Brass & Bells Snow Date 
 
Monday, Jan. 18 – OFFICE CLOSED  
for Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

Tues., Jan. 19, 7:00 pm – Board meeting 

Wed., Jan. 20 – Deadline for February/March 
Newsletter 

Sat., Jan. 23 – Steeple Coffee House 
The gifted, multi-award winning and delightfully 
entertaining Isreal Hagan. 

 
 
 
Sunday, January 24 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Sunday School  
Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
     and Corporation of United Church 
     including Election of Officers   

 

Sunday, January 31 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
Sunday School 
100 Combined Years of Ministry   
Rev. Norman Keim and Rev. Douglas Merchant 

2-5 pm  Open House  

at the home of Rev. Dr. Linda Even 
 
 

Cancellation Notification Procedure 
Any delays or cancellations due to inclement 
weather for Sunday morning activities (choirs, 
classes and worship) will be made available after 
7:30 AM on TV channels 3, 5 and 9. 
  

 
  
 

  



White Christmas – due by Sunday, Dec. 6  

Our time for collecting White Christmas items for the pantry ends on December 6.   The pantry tries to give 
products everyone needs but are not covered by food stamps (SNAP).  These items include toilet paper, 
feminine hygiene products, wrapped bars of soap, and laundry detergent.   Please place your gift in the 
baskets by the food barrel in the hall outside Beard Lounge. Thank you for your contribution. 

Salvation Army Angel Tree Program – due by Sunday, Dec. 13  

Taking a tag from the tree (outside of Beard Lounge) and buying a present for a 
person in Onondaga County helps to ensure that the holiday season will be 
brighter for families facing economic challenges.  Each tag tells you the gender, age 
and size of a Salvation Army client.   Bring the new, unwrapped present, with the 
tag, back to UCF by Sunday, Dec. 13 and place under the tree.  The presents will be 
brought to the Salvation Army, who will distribute them in time for Christmas.  
Questions??   Call Mary Jane W.  Thank you. 

Joy/Thank Offering on December 13 
You have the opportunity to show your appreciation for current and retired ministers and missionaries on 
Sunday, Dec. 13 through the Retired Ministers and Missionaries (American Baptist) and Christmas Joy 
(Presbyterian) offerings. These offerings help to support God’s servants who are experiencing difficult financial 
times.  The Christmas Joy offering also provides educational opportunities to students at historically 
Presbyterian racially ethnic schools and colleges.  Please prayerfully consider how you can support these 
critical offerings.   

Christmas Social Potluck and Caroling – Dec. 13  
Join together in Fellowship Hall after the worship service as we 
celebrate the joyous season.  Sign up in the hallway, including which 
dish you will bring:  

 • Meatballs 
• Hot hors d’oeuvres  
• Cold hors d’oeuvres 
• Fruit or veggie tray (fruit should be cut and with toothpicks) 
• Desserts 

The Fellowship Committee will provide ham and turkey for 
sandwiches, holiday punch, coffee and tea.     
 

Immediately following the Christmas luncheon, it’s FA LA LA LA LA time!  
 A merry band of pretend and actual singers will venture out to serenade 
a couple of our homebound with carols!  Please join us to spread some 
cheer this season to some of our UCF family who cannot be with us in 
worship.  

It will take under an hour and will give you plenty of time to get home 
and change and be back for the Brass Concert that afternoon.  Contact 
Cindy R. for auditions . . . JUST KIDDING!  Everyone is welcome, 
witnessed by the fact I’m allowed to participate! 
 



MUSIC NOTES 
One of the greatest joys you experience as a  

music minister is looking forward to the  

musically rich holiday seasons knowing that you  

have an outstanding corps of volunteers and  

supporters who give their best. After an  

uplifting start to our program year which included  

celebrations of All Saints Day, World Communion  

Sunday, as well as the joyous celebration of baptism, we  

have much to be thankful for in our ministries and much  

to look forward to as well. 

 

The Joyful Sign Choir, Children's Choir, Handbell Choir, and UCF Choir  

have been doing very good, regular work and have enjoyed welcoming  

new members and seeing new and returning faces every week.  In the new year,  

some of our friends depart for warmer weather.  While we are always open to  

welcoming you into any of our groups, and for whatever direction and commitment suits 

your schedule, the New Year is a perfect time to try something new or reconnect with 

doing something you love - namely, serving your church and community among the 

talented group of people who really are family. 

                           

                                      Jared Shepard, Director of Music Ministries 
 
 

 

Donations for the Music Program and Poinsettias 

A gift given in memory or in honor of a loved one will help to defray the cost of special music and other  
musical services in our worship throughout the year.   Likewise, your donations of poinsettias make our church 
sanctuary beautiful and are a meaningful way to remember your loved ones or honor someone with whom 
you have shared the joys of Christmas.    

To make a donation in memory or honor of loved ones, please fill out the form located either in this 
newsletter or at the entrances to the sanctuary, or print the PDF digitally attached to your newsletter email, 
and return it to the office by Dec. 13 with your payment – by mail is fine!  (310 East Genesee Street, 
Fayetteville, NY 13066) 

Make checks payable to United Church of Fayetteville with POINSETTIA and/or MUSIC in the memo line.  
Donations will be acknowledged in the Christmas Eve bulletins.  You may take home your poinsettia after the 
Christmas Eve services or on Dec. 27.       



          SU Brass & UCF Handbells Concert 
 

      To benefit Schools in Paulette, Haiti & F-M Community Outreach 
 
The United  Church of Fayetteville invites the community  to its annual holiday  

“Brass and Bells” concert Sunday, December 13
th
, at 3 PM.  The Syracuse  

University Brass Ensemble, conducted  by Dr. James Spencer , and  the UCF Handbell  

Choir, d irected  by Jared  Shepard , UCF Director of Music Ministries, will perform.  

  

Some of the pieces to be played  will be: “Dance of the Tumblers” by N. Rimsky-Korsakov; “Overture 

to Nabucco” by Giuseppe Verdi; “Sorcerer’s Apprentice” by Paul Dukas, arr. Derek Bourgeois; 

“Commando March” by Samuel Barber, arr. JT Spencer; “Gaudette” arr. Alan Fernie; “Sleigh Ride” 

by Leroy Anderson, arr. Ernest Tomlinson; “’Twas the Night Before Christmas” by Anthony 

DiLorenzo, arr. Michael Green; “Three Kings Swing” by William Himes; “Let It Snow” by Jule Styne, 

arr. Alan Fernie; “White Christmas” by Irving Berlin ; and  Fred  Gramman’s “Ding Dong Merrily on 

High.”  The concert will also include community carol singing accompanied  by brass and  organ. 

by brass and  organ. 

The Syracuse University Brass Ensemble (SUBE) is a group of 35 professional-level brass and  

percussion musicians. Members include Syracuse University faculty, staff and  students, the State 

University of New York Upstate Medical University faculty and  staff, and  accomplished  musicians 

from Upstate New York communities.  

 

The SU Brass is a permanent ensemble-in-residence through The College of Arts and  Sciences and  

Hendricks Chapel. SUBE performs about 16 concerts each year around Central New York, including 

the annual “Holidays at Hendricks” that is broadcast regionally  on WCNY and affiliate stations. The 

ensemble has twice placed  1st nationally in the North American Brass Band Association (NABBA) 

Championship Festival. 

 

A free-will offering for books for schools in Paulette, Haiti, 

will be collected . Concertgoers are also encouraged to bring 

non-perishable foods and  paper goods for F-M Community 

Outreach’s food pantry. A reception will follow in the 

Fellowship Hall. The church is located  at 310 E. Genesee Street 

in Fayetteville and  is handicapped accessible. For more 

information, please visit: www.theucf.org or call 637-3186.   

All are welcome! 
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Adult Forum 
 
The Adult Forum Advent Series will be held on Dec. 6, 13 and 20. We will be reading a 
short novel, A Redbird Christmas, by Fannie Flagg.  It’s quirky, endearing, real, and sweet 
without being saccharine - a story of individual and community transformation. This 
beautiful Fanny Flagg novel will tend your heart during Advent and prepare you for the 
Christmas season.  Find the book in bookstores, online, and through the Onondaga 
County Library System. It is available in hardcover, paperback, and Kindle editions. 
 

Adult Forum in January: Exploring Fundamentalisms  
For the Sundays preceding Lent (January 10-February 7th) we will discuss the topic, “Fundamentalism and 
Strong Religion.”  We will examine the development of fundamentalism in various religious contexts with 
attention to issues such as religion and radicalism; religion and globalization; religious extremism; and religion 
and violence.  Background: 

The first recorded use of the term fundamentalist was during the Niagara Bible Conference in the early 1900's. 
After the 1920 meeting of The Fundamental Fellowship of the Northern Baptist Church at the Delaware 
Avenue Baptist church in Buffalo, New York, Curtis Lee Laws wrote in his paper the Watchman Examiner, “We 
suggest that those who still cling to the great fundamentals and who mean to do battle royal for the 
fundamentals shall be called ‘fundamentalists.’ ” This is the first recorded use of the term “Fundamentalist” to 
refer to this nascent Protestant movement.  A subsequent book, The Fundamentals, edited by A. C. Dixon and 
R.A. Torrey, solidified the concept of fundamentalism as a system of theological inquiry rooted in a Protestant 
(neo)-Reformed apologetic.  After the 1925 Scopes Trial, the term fundamentalist quickly began to move away 
from its Protestant Christian origins to encompass a much more "global" meaning of movements within any 
religion that speak out against evils of modernity, visual culture, academia, and whomever a group considers 
its “other,” making it possible to speak of Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, Atheist, and even Liberal 
fundamentalisms. 
 

Reckless Design: Wild Surrender  a new book by Katie Wells 

We received the following letter and book (which has been placed in the church 
library) from former member John Wells of New Port Richie, Florida: 

Our family is one of the past members of United Church.  My parents, Carl and 
Florence Wells, were members from 1948 until their deaths in 1997 and 2002.  
Mom’s granddaughter is my daughter, Katie Wells, the author of this book on her 
experiences and her faith.  I’m one of five children (Bob, Laurie, Francie and James) 
all baptized in the Baptist and Presbyterian church.  I’m sure some that knew our 
family would remember Mom as she was always active.  In the ‘60’s, she was the 
church secretary for Rev. Ross Blake.  Bob Craft and Beth Krauss were great 
neighbors to Mom and Dad.  When I was a kid, I lit the candles for years at United 
Church, participated in choir, youth fellowship, and in the Christmas manger.  
Thanks for passing on the news about Katie’s book. Yours in Christ, John Wells 

“Bolivia offers both excitement and anguish for a young American woman—particularly one offering her 
services to God through mission work.  For eight years, Katie Wells lived in the South American country.  
She taught art in Santa Cruz and Bible studies in a remote jungle village.  Through it all, she surrendered 
herself to God.  Katie recounts her time in Bolivia with humor at her own mistakes and awe of God’s 
nature.  Reckless Design explores the nature of God through artistic metaphor.  Wells offers a challenge:  
give up the American Dream in favor of service to Christ, and allow God to mold your life as a potter 
molds clay.”     



From Our K-12 Education Branch:  

There is much activity below stairs and above.  The Nursery has babies and toddlers each week with 

willing volunteers happy to see our littlest ones during church. Along with helping with our White 

Christmas collection for the FM Community Outreach Food Pantry, this is what we’ve been doing this 

fall: 

The Kindergarten through 4th graders with Paula consider the most important thing they have been 

doing is getting to know one another.  They are working on a timeline of Bible events, starting with the 

Garden of Eden through the Flood up the Tower of Babel and meeting Father Abraham, becoming 

familiar with the stories of Hebrew Scripture. We are going to take a detour for November and 

December focusing on themes of Thanksgiving and Christmas, culminating in a Christmas party on 

December 20th.  We would like to sponsor a family game night in January and would love to receive some 

help from some parents to make this happen.  We would also be happy to celebrate any of the children’s 

birthdays in class if they would like to do so. 

The 5-8th graders, led by Cheryl, are exploring what it means to be a Christian in our modern world and 

how being followers of Jesus can help us confront the numerous social problems we see in our daily lives. 

We have used well known Bible stories such as "The Good Samaritan" and “The Woman at the Well" to 

help illustrate these principles. We are currently learning about the 12 Disciples and what discipleship 

looks like today.  

Upstairs, the senior highs are exploring "Jesus on the Move" in the Gospel of Mark which shows how He 

came to be a servant to all of us while encouraging us to serve others, too.  November 8 was a successful 

Rake n Run event with 7 kids/youth and 3 adults participating and a late lunch at Moe’s following.  

Upcoming plans include a high school Youth Christmas Party in December and potential Nightwatch trip in 

the spring.  

In addition to our classes, the children have a regular choral time to learn about singing and how we 

worship through song. We have heard them providing that offering during services and are looking 

forward to continued offerings of worship in the coming months. 

We have had a busy fall and are looking forward to the New Year as our Sunday School program grows 

under the leadership of our team of wonderful teachers.  Please continue to invite family and friends to 

come visit.

  



 

Stewardship 2015 = Ministry 2016 
 

At the end of a Stewardship Campaign that began in 

September and ended in November (though does it ever 

REALLY end?), we can report that we have met the goal 

set in the proposed budget for 2016.  Recognizing that 

we are in partnership with God and one another to do 

those things together that we cannot do alone, we asked 

everyone to pledge as generously as possible.  In that 

spirit, we are grateful that we were able to meet our 

goal together! 

 

While we have lost some pledges from folks who have left the area or have passed on, we are so pleased 

to have received pledges from people new to our church as well as having some among us generously 

increasing their pledge from last year.  {Please note: pledges can be made or amended at any time 

throughout the year. Simply notify the Treasurer at treasurer@theucf.org or drop a note in the offering 

plate or drop it in the office.} 

 

There are wonderful new faces among us, an increase in the number of children in our nursery and 

Sunday School, beautiful music interpreted in word and sign each week, people who worship here 

reaching out to those God calls us to serve.  Through our collective and individual generosity, we will be 

able to fulfill our goals as we seek to serve God through serving one another. 

 

We thank the members of the Stewardship Committee—Carl B., Scott M., Sandy M., and Cindy R. for their 

work in this effort; Dr. Even for her input and support; and each of you who have pledged your financial 

support to the work of this church.  Together, we can do so much more than we can separately and we 

look forward to doing so in the year ahead. 

 

                              --Gail S., Stewardship Chair  

 

HOME COMMUNION TRAINING 

Do you have an interest in joining the group of trained elders (who need 
not be currently serving on the Board) who, traveling in teams, bring  
The Lord’s Supper to our homebound members about four times per 
year?  Folks who are doing this now find it deeply rewarding.  There will 
be a class providing the necessary information, confidence and materials 
to learn how to participate in this ministry, on February 7, 2016, after 
church for those who are interested.  Please speak to Dr. Even to find out 
more and to pre-register (so that she is sure to have enough materials 
and lunch).  Training lasts 60-90 minutes. 
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CONTACT US: 
315-637-3186  

Email:  office@theucf.org 

Web:  www.theucf.org 

UNITED CHURCH STAFF: 
Rev. Dr. Linda D. Even, Pastor   lindaeven@theucf.org 

Jared Shepard, Director of Music Ministries   jaredshepard@theucf.org 
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