UNITED CHURCH NEWS October/November 2009

“A community of faith providing nurture, strength & direction for living today in God’s world.”

WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN THIS NEWSLETTER

Invitations ... announcements ... opportunities .... celebrations ... affirmations ...
information about the how’s and why’s behind the what'’s .. .shorter articles ...
more pictures... different organization ...in an evolving format.

Evolving Format?

Making better use of technology ... improving the effectiveness and timeliness
of our communication ... becoming more readable ... being green ... being
creative ... reducing labor... reducing costs...

Over the next few months we’ll be adapting and tweaking our newsletter with
BOdy the goal of developing an electronic format that meets those goals (while
always being sure to include those households without on-line access.)

Feedback is welcome. Please provide us with your suggestions for further changes, what you like and
anything that may have created difficulty -- in written form (e-mail or note) with your name so we can
consider it all together and contact you with questions.

in faith,

Linda

October 19 and November 2 - 7:00 PM

Sponsored by the Steeple Series and open to the community, a conversation facilitated by area
psychologist Dr. Paul M. Cohen will include topics such as identifying the spectrum of bullying
behaviors, how to partner with other parents, schools, churches and other organizations to
create healthy situations, ideas for responding to concerns, how to talk to and support your
children and how the whole community benefits as a result. On October 18, Children’s Sabbath
Sunday, Dr. Even’s sermon will provide theological reflection on this topic.

More information and brochures will be available soon.
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WORSHIP & ADULT FORUM SCHEDULE - OCTOBER & NOVEMBER 2009

9:00 AM Adult Forums — Beard Lounge
9:00 AM Bible Study - Women’s Lounge
9:15 AM Parents’ Place - downstairs
10:30 AM Worship - Rev. Dr. Linda D. Even, preachin g
Fellowship Time each week following worship in Fellowship Hall
Child Care provided 9:00 AM — 12:00 PM

Adult Forum
Christie Anderson, professor of political science from the SU Maxwell School, will
speak on “Women in Politics.” Prof. Anderson is a regular participant in the “lvory
Tower Half Hour” program presented on Friday evenings by WCNY TV.

Worship for the Lord’s Day — “Renewed in the Spirit: Part 1”
World Communion Sunday (come forward)
Commissioning of Homebound Communion Ministry
Peacemaking Offering will be received

Adult Forum
Jim Watts, UCF member, and Professor of the Hebrew Bible at Syracuse
University will present Part One of a three-part series on the first three chapters of
Genesis. Part One: “Ancient Background”

Worship for the Lord’s Day - “Renewed in the Spirit: Part 2”

Adult Forum

Jim Watts, Part Il of Genesis, Chap.1 -3: “Sources & Editing of the Text”
Worship for the Lord’s Day — “Renewed in the Spirit: Part 3”

National Children’s Sabbath

Adult Forum
Jim Watts, Part Il of Genesis, Chapters 1-3: “Women and Men”
Worship for the Lord’'s Day — Stewardship Celebration Sunday

Adult Forum

Rev. Donald Rasmussen, "Religious Liberty from the Baptist perspective"
Worship for the Lord’s Day -  All Saints Sunday

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper (served)

Adult Forum - TBA
Worship for the Lord’s Day

Adult Forum

Joe Julian & students, “The National Debt Problem”
Worship for the Lord’s Day

Guest preacher - Rev. Dr. Hal Garman

Adult Forum
Angela Douglas, “Bridges out of Poverty”
Worship for the Lord’s Day

Adult Forum - TBA
Worship for the Lord’s Day - 1% Sunday of Advent



YO TH Fall Youth Events!!

GROUP Mark your calendars!

September 26™ — Youth Face Painting at Fayetteville Festival
September 27™ — Youth Parent Meeting in the Youth Room

October 3" — Youth Overnight Retreat at Betsy Nash’s home
October 18" — Youth Participation in CROPWalk

November 8" — Rake-n-Run with dinner to follow
November 14" — Youth Servers at Pasta Dinner
November 22" — F-M Meals on Wheels Christmas Cards following worship/Lunch.

4™ Sundays - Remember your penny pledges and to sign up with Victoria for
Youth ushering !

Adult Education — Fall 2009

Forums, Bible Study, Parents’ Place on Sunday mornings
Submitted by Jim Watts, chair of Adult Education

[. Adult Forum _ [Meets in Beard Lounge at 9:00 AM]
See Worship and Adult Forum Schedule for full listing of dates and speakers

[I. Bible Study [Meets in Women’s Lounge at 9:00 AM]. The Bible Study group will resume on
September 27 and October 4. They will continue to use the study guide “Matthew” by Tom Wright,
and will then start a new series on the Epistle of James. Adult Bible Study will meet with the Adult
Forum on October 11, 18, and 25™. Leadership is provided by Fred Davey and other members of
the group when Fred cannot be present. Newcomers are always welcome.

[ll. Parents’ Place [Meets in Room 5 on the lower level of the Christian Education wing at 9:15
AM.] This group provides an opportunity for informal and unstructured conversation among parents.
Coffee and refreshments are provided.

If you have suggestions for future Adult Forum presentations or Bible study, please speak with Jim
Watts or another member of the Adult Education Committee. Currently participating in the work of
the committee: Lois Coleman, Shirley DeHority, Marjorie Julian, Dick Lang, Nancy McCain, Doug
Merchant, Jackie Meyer, and Lois Spitzer.



What's Up from Down Under

Sharing and Caring by the Young People
of United Church

Oct. 25 Third Grade Bible Orientation/Presentati  on
: Oct. 31 Trick or Treat for UNICEF
Nov.1  Daylight Savings Ends/Return UNICEF box es

CH I LDRENVS Nov. 20 Game Night
MINISTRY

HELP KIDS GROW IN FAITH I Get involved in Children’s Ministries - join our committee, help
to plan an event or special project, volunteer as a teacher or as a substitute. Teachers are still
needed for the 2009/2010 Sunday School year for gra des 3-6! Questions? Contact Carlos
Hartmann, Children’s Ministries Chair.

n THIRD GRADE BIBLE ORIENTATION AND PRESENTATION .. . Third graders and

~| their classmates will dive into a bible orientation during their Sunday School class on

@ Oct. 25. NIV Adventure Bibles will be presented to third graders in worship that day as
W | awitness to our promise to encourage all our young people on their spiritual journey.

TRICK OR TREAT FOR UNICEF! All kids are invited to trick or treat for UNICEF on Saturday,
Oct. 31. Pick up your orange UNICEF collection box at church beginning on Oct. 18. Return
boxes on Sunday, Nov. 1. Check out the UNICEF website at http://www.unicefusa.org/site/
and play their cool UNICEF World Heroes game to learn how kids help kids around the world!

SET YOUR CLOCKS . .. Remember to move your clocks back 1 hour for

S
Sunday, November 1 or you will be one hour too early arriving at Sunday School TT/)\%#%R\?
‘:\ \l 7’ e

that morning!!! :GE\PNBS\/\
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TAKE THE TIME TO TEACH STEWARDSHIP . . . All children have wonderful " ={
gifts to give. Help your children to discover the blessings God has given them and
create opportunities for them to experience the joy that comes from exercising
their talents as a way to live in stewardship everyday.

Submitted by Judy Spencer, Director of Children’s Ministries

Fall Work Day at Vanderkamp !

Vanderkamp'’s Fall Work Day will be held from 9:00 — 5:00 on Saturday, October 3.
All ages are welcome to participate!
Help prepare the site for winter, and work on facility improvement projects.
Lunch will be provided. Call 315-675-3651.

Go to www.vk.org for more information about Vanderkamp programs and facilities.




FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Financial statistics for the month of August 2009 are as follows:

This chart shows real dollars

August Year to Date
Income $13,984. $165,109.
Expenses $19,458. $172,421.
Difference $(5,474.) $(7,312.)

August income was behind expenses by $5,474. For the year income is behind expenses by $7,312.

This chart shows pledge and plate income as a percent of the yearly budget

2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004
January 10.29% 11.72% 9.61% 7.5% 7.5% 8.2%
February 9.64% 6.16% 7.11% 6.39% 6.51% 9.07%
March 6.54% 6.77% 6.26% 6.66% 7.97% 6.72%
April 6.32% 11.14% 8.02% 10.58% 7.59% 10.23%
May 9.09% 6.21% 5.39% 6.28% 7.66% 7.65%
June 8.64% 10.25% 7.63% 5.51% 5.70% 5.40%
July 4.91% 5.77% 8.79% 7.65% 8.69% 5.63%
August 6.07% 5.61% 5.33% 4.86% 5.85% 6.37%
September 10.06% 7.92% 7.23% 7.65% 8.21%
October 5.98% 8.36% 9.08% 8.65% 11.68%
November 9.61% 7.28% 7.88% 8.94% 5.22%
December 11.63% 11.84% 14.76% 8.72% 13.63%
Year to date 61.50% 100.92% 93.52% 94.42% 91.48% 97.98%

The above chart compares pledge and plate giving as a percent of the budgeted amount for the year. If
income was steady throughout the year and met projections, we would expect to see numbers at about

67 percent through August, so we are behind in this category.

Renewed in the Spirit

Our “official” season of celebration of God's gifts to UCF will begin on World Communion Sunday and
conclude with Stewardship Celebration Sunday on October 25. Watch your mail for information about
how we use our human and financial resources in Christ's service, the projected budget, given those
resources, and the plan for enhancing the effectiveness of UCF’s vision of mission and growth through
their use. Be in church each Sunday with our whole community of faith for celebration, prayer and
encouragement of our faithful witness for today and tomorrow.

2009 Peacemaking Offering

Submitted by Bob Craft, Asst. Treasurer

The annual Peacemaking Offering will be received on World Communion Sunday, October 4th, 2009.
As has been done in the past, the offering will be divided to promote the work of peacemaking and
justice in our local community, as well as to provide support to those efforts in the regional, national and
international work of our denominations. During the month of September you will be receiving more
information about this important offering!
Submitted by Wendy Schmidt




The Hope for Africa Children's Choir
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You are invited to come for a wonderful evening and hear The Hope for Africa Children's Choir
perform a wonderful, high energy concert on Monday evening, October 26 ™ at 7:00 PM at the
Fayetteville United Methodist Church, 601 East Genesee Street, Fayetteville, NY. The children
range in age from 5 to 11, and were all rescued from various African refugee camps. Homes are
also needed on October 26 and 27" for children to stay in while they are in the area.

Please contact Phyllis Fye at 637-1303 if you are able to share your home during their brief stay.
According to a press release, the children are all orphans and, “Despite its difficult background, the
group is lauded for its ability to create joy through music." The children will perform traditional
African songs, spirituals and modern praise songs that feature native instruments, dance and
costumes. Join your fellow sisters and brothers for a wonderful evening of music, fun and fellowship.
More information about the Choir can be found at: http://www.hopeforafricachildrenschoir.org/
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Tabitha Women
Wednesday, November 11 ™
7:30 PM in Women'’s Lounge

Come and join us for a Tea Cookie Exchange and a share something new that you did this year
(a new author, recipe, exercise program, etc.) anything that would inspire the rest of us to try
something new.

Please bring 3 dozen cookies with you. We will exchange 2 dozen and leave 1 dozen cookies
for the Congregational Care Committee to take to our homebound members, or those who may
be ill during the holidays.

Come and have fun with us. For more information call: Connie Leech 637-8298 or Shirley
Anderson at 637-8500.
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Great Game Night Getaway!
& Friday, November 20

6:45 —-9:00 p.m.
v United Church of Fayetteville
SU)1

Bring your favorite board or card games
and a snack to share
Invite a friend or neighbor for an evening of fun!
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Saturday, October 24th
“The Guise”
Popular Folk Music

Saturday, November 28th
“Riter & Lousy”
Acoustic Folk Music

7:30 — 10:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

$7.00/person suggested donation includes dessert an  d unlimited coffee and tea

Coffeehouse performances are scheduled for the 4™ Saturday of each month from Sept-April.

Hands-on mission projects for UCF

We have identified a project at the F-M Food Pantry that can be accomplished by
you as a congregation. Although the front office has been renovated, there is a
need to renovate the dry goods room and hallway. If you are handy or would like
to be, please contact Kevin Sweder and let him know of your availability during
late September or early October. If you can't do physical work, please contribute
monetarily as we estimate the cost of materials to be about $ 800.00. The
materials will enable us to install a hanging ceiling and vinyl/linoleum tile flooring.

Crop Walk...Crop Walk...Crop Walk...
October 18, 2009

What is a CROP Hunger Walk?

Neighbors walking together to take a stand against hunger in our world. Together we
raise awareness and funds for international relief and development, as well as local
hunger-fighting.




It's that time again. Get your sneakers on and get out and walk. You'll get some exercise and raise
money for a wonderful cause. Contact Kevin Sweder for the Crop Walk Donation envelopes or let the
Youth know that you want to donate using their donation envelopes.

Registration: 1:30 PM, October 18, 2009 - Pebble Hill Presbyterian Church, 5299 Jamesville Rd, Dewitt

"The CROP Hunger Walk is a unique response to the needs of poor and hungry people in our
communities and around the world. And the spirit of cooperation that results when people of all faiths join
together is both inspiring and invaluable." Rev. Dennis Short, Harbor Christian Church, Newport Beach, CA

Jubilee House Update
Energy Improvement Project Underway

As of September 17, we have submitted all the necessary
papers to proceed with installing new insulation, a new energy
efficient hot water heater, and compact fluorescent lighting at
Jubilee House. Approval of this project by NYSERDA will be
required, but we do not anticipate any extensive delay, and
hope that work may be commenced by mid October.
NYSERDA will provide a subsidy of 50% of the cost of this
project ($7,814). The work will be carried out by GreenHomes
America, a local company, formally known as EnTherm, which
specializes in retrofitting homes to make them more energy
efficient. GreenHomes has estimated that the energy costs
for Jubilee House should be reduced by about $600 per year.

To date, we have received pledges and contributions totaling $2,041, and with the consent of the donors,
$688 from unused funds in the Representation Fund will be applied to this project. The remaining funds
for the United Church’s portion of the cost of the project will come from the Refugee Fund set up by the
Missions Committee and from the Jubilee House Fund.

Peter O’Malley has agreed to replace Norm Hatt in overseeing the day-to-day needs of Jubilee House
and will be involved in seeing that this project is properly carried out.
Jubilee House Task Force



Fun Fund-raiser !!

Spaghetti Dinner, Basket Raffle
& Silent Auction

Saturday, November 14, 2009
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Healthy Worship

At UCF we seek to design worship so that it provides for a spiritual experience, meaningful human
interaction, and also addresses ongoing and occasional health and hygiene concerns. In response to the
unknown potential of the spread of HIN1 virus, we recommend that as with all other public gatherings,
please wash hands regularly and stay home if you don't feel well.

Communion: The preparers of communion elements have always paid attention to kitchen cleanliness
and now wear food safe gloves, and cut the elements into such size that one only need touch the piece
of bread they are receiving.

The Greeting of Peace: Beginning on September 20 we will learn an alternative ritual for greeting one
another. As we offer the greeting, we will make the ASL sign for “Peace” and offer it to one another in
lieu of a handshake. Oral greetings are still most appropriate, but we want to give folk an alternative to
touching if they are uncomfortable, while still maintaining our sense of warm welcome.

| "HS % &t
()

()
+ , - . | 01% 2 34



United Church Family News...

It was a great tribute....

Thank you to Alice and Carl Borning, to all the choirs and
musicians, the Worship & Spiritual Life Committee, the
Fellowship Committee, everyone in the kitchen who cooked,
plated, decorated, and helped with clean up... To all the folk,
including Lisa and other staff members who worked so hard
on a creative and fitting expression of gratitude for Alice’s
ministry at United Church.

Linda

A Thank you from Alice

I want to thank you all for such a lovely service and reception last Sunday for my retirement. It was
a wonderful celebration for our 18 years together at UCF! The choir’s beautiful singing in worship,
the piano solo by David Kim, the brass quartet, Linda’s sermon, a new hymn by Lorraine Schmidt,
the tribute and participation by everyone in worship, all made it extra special. | appreciated your
many thoughtful gifts, the red roses, a handmade blue pottery vase (inscribed for the day), the very
generous “love offering,” and the wonderful notebook of greetings and photos. There were many
beautiful touches when we walked into Fellowship Hall and saw your themed tables for “Alice in
wonderland” and the delightful tea party! Special thanks to all those who prepared the decorations
and made sandwiches and goodies and provided the beautiful cake, especially to our Fellowship
Committee, to Kathy, Penny, Marti, Debbie, and all the members | didn’t see. | appreciated such
creative folks who wrote new songs, Carl and Alice Borning’'s “Thanks for the memory” and Andy
Baxter’s rendition of “Alice’'s Senior Choir” (apologies to Arlo Guthrie’s “Alice’s Restaurant”), Dave
Bender’s “Mad Hatter” Master of Ceremonies, a photo signed for me by John Rutter presented by
Gloria Manuel, a quilted musical table runner autographed the Youth Choir, the choir's apple trees,
and a beautiful song in Swabhili from Immaculee Kyondwa and her friend. Topping it off the choir’s
“Gaelic Blessing” with Joyful Sign, sung in surround sound, followed by lots of hugs. | shall
remember it all for a long time. Thank you to all the staff, Linda, Lisa, Judy, Victoria, for your
continuing hard work and many gifts and graces that lead the congregation. Norm and | will be
thinking about you all and feel warmly blessed by knowing you and sharing our lives at UCF.

Thanks for the memories!

Alice Dickerson Hatt

Thank you....
To: Penny Appleby, Mary Chamberlain, Dottie Dickson and all the other Fellowship Committee
and UCF members who helped make Alice Hatt’s tea such a success in my absence!

Kathy Clay, Fellowship Committee Chair

Share your good News !l

Your Congregational Care team encourages the congregation to share their blessings in the
newsletter! Folks love to read about graduations, family reunions, exciting travels, births of
children/grandchildren, new employment, awards, visits with relocated prior members, etc. that
occur in our church family. Please contact Linda Hickok with info and she'll get them in print!




United Church Congregational Care Minist  ry
Part of each member’s ministry is to respond to the needs and hurts of others through prayer
and other acts of caring. We also lift up joys and celebrations and offer thanksgiving to God
for births, birthdays, anniversaries and other milestones in members’ lives. To update this list
please contact Cindy Rosbrook or Barbara Johnson.

IN BEREAVEMENT: ILL AND RECOVERING:

to Joanne Birge and family upon the death of her mother, Ruth Bottlg B|vEn ;I'racey Il<uhr}1<s d

Schwiebert, who passed away on September 14, 2009. on burc mmaculee Kyondwa
Dorothy Hughes lona Ries

to Joan Pomfrey and family, upon the passing of her husband, Victoria King Carol Reinsmith

Maurice W. Pomfrey. OUR HOMEBOUND:

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES: Helen Brown (James Square)
02 David & Shelly Everding Avis Clintsman (Wynwood #280)
. Marcia Ehlers (Wynwood #127)

(C))lc?oo dB;jE'\I;ObIBeIRTHDAYS. Etta Hayes (Eastside Manor)
03 John Hitchcgck Helen Jean Krathwohl (at home)
04 Sarah Vonhof Frances Lee Muck_ley (Wynwood #116)
06 Stephanie O'Mall Ruth Law (Sunnyside Adult Home E-3)

tephanie O'vialley Margory Sweetser (Home for Adults)
06 Jim Spencer

13 Richard Brundage, Andrea Doto,
Mary Doto, Gregory Ketcham

14 Etta Hayes

15 Danita Emma

16 Kimberly Doto

PRAYERS FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS:
Barbara Burgess — friend of Barb McKean
Bill Chamberlin- Tracey Kuhns’ cousin
Camdyn Cross - D. & G. Sandle’s granddaughter
; Joy Englehart — former UCF member
ig éoel Harnson. Flo Florek — friend of Lori Lommel & Kevin Sweder
ruce Hotchkiss ; h
20 Ryan Kuhns Tom Groff - D and B Clark’s son-in-law
Andrew Harkins - Diane Brundage’s brother
Alice Henry — friend of Barb McKean
Dave & Ruth Hill - M.J. Woodcock’s cousin

22 Carlos Hartmann
23 Kevin Gordon
26 Lisa Minutoli

; Nancy Hines - Brad Hines’ mother
27 Galil Ensher, Rebekah Larson . - - .
28 Linda DeHority, Dan Hatt i]awi fRa?T(]:Fye King & family —Sarah Given'’s daughter in
:22,8 iﬁ:ﬁ ngnto, Lyn Watts Jane LaFever — friend of Betsy Nash

Kent & Karen Maynard - L. Scharbach’s brother & sister-in-law

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES: Barbara Miller — sister of former UCF member, Brad Mann
15 Peter & Pam O’'Malley Anne Perry - Gay Burch’s mother
17 Brad & Brenda Hines Robin Regni - Irene Regni's daughter
20 Chris & Marti Vasiliades Cherie Riggs - wife of Randy Riggs, former Associate United
25 John & Lisa Minutoli Church pastor

Sean - Diane Brundage’s friend

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS: Ralph Sandle — Dave Sandle’s father

01 Toni Hines, Connie Leech Howard Schwiebert — Joanne Birge’s father

02 Helen Jean Krathwohl, Janet Press Nicholas Trivelpiece — Grandson of Jim & Karen Gutelius

04 Kenneth Spitzer Troops in Iraq and Afghanistan

05 Arden Goodyear

07 Christopher Baxter, Erwin Dimon PASTORAL EMERGENCIES:

09 Kaitlyn DeHority In a pastoral emergency, please call the church office at
12 Wendy Schmidt 315-637-3186. If it is outside office hours, please be

13 lona Ries

14 Gail Sandle

16 Roger Cherry

19 Edwin Hess

21 Jean Haley, Nancy Schiffhauer
22 Jane Richardson

23 Shelby Schaefer Coustineau

24 Ryan Mobley

26 Sandra Gardinier

30 Elizabeth Steele

sure to leave a message on Dr. Even’s voice mail (ext.
104), and call her home as well 315-445-3002.
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United Church Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Linda D. Even

Director of Children’s Ministries: Judy Spencer
Director of Youth Ministries: Victoria King
Administrative Assistant: Lisa Minutoli

Board Moderator: David DeHority

Treasurer: Scott Manuel

Assistant Treasurer: Robert Craft

Regular Church Office Hours are Tuesday — Friday 9: 00 AM — 3:00 PM
Christian Education for all ages at 9:00 AM
Worship 10:30 AM
Fellowship Time
Child Care provided.

December Newsletter Materials Due are due Friday, November 13th.
Your cooperation is always appreciated!









