
 UNITED CHURCH NEWS                                     NOVEMBER 2008 
“A community of faith providing nurture, strength, & direction for living today in God’s world.” 

 

 

                COMMITMENT -  SHY? 

 
From the first pages of Hebrew Scripture through the gospel 
records of the Jesus’ teaching, we are reminded of the gracious 
gifts of God that come to us in all forms: creation, and human 
relationships, God’s word, God’s Son, our community of faith, and 
all the resources of personal gifts of the Spirit, of time, energy and 
money.  The collective term for that extended conversation about 
our relationship to God, and the obligation of responsible care for 

God’s gifts, for one another and for the world is “stewardship.”  While most of us think of money, 
stewardship is actually a much broader concept.  However, if the truth be told, Scripture speaks 
more often, more clearly and directly about expectations of what we do with our money than we 
typically do in the church today.   We know that, and so the word “stewardship” makes us 
nervous.   
 
There is another word that makes us nervous, especially in the current climate:  that word is 
“commitment.”  We name all the insecurities of our lives – our health, our finances, our 
relationships, our fears for the future and so hesitate to make a commitment – to marry, to rear 
children, to serve, to share, to give ...  When we feel ourselves becoming commitment –shy, 
shifting our perspective may help. 
 
As we anticipate the rhythms of stewardship season, considering our financial commitments, we 
often focus on asking ourselves what we have we are willing to entrust to God through the 
church’s work.  That is the second question we need to ask ourselves.  The first is “What has 
God entrusted to us?”  “What are the measures of God’s giving evident in our lives and our life 
together?”  It will not take much reflection for us to see that our God is not commitment-shy.  
Our God pledged life itself on our behalf and has again and again demonstrated faithfulness to a 
relationship with people of faith.   
  
So, on November 9, let we who are made in God’s image, leave nervousness and insecurity 
behind, as we come together to celebrate Commitment Sunday, a day to deepen our trust in the 
faithfulness and commitment of God and an opportunity to reflect that image into the world 
through our mission and ministry at UCF. 

 
In faith, 
 
 
Linda      

 

 
 
 



WORSHIP FOR NOVEMBER 2008 
 

10:25 AM, Child Care 9 AM - Noon 
Before worship coffee fellowship with Adult Ed groups 9 AM. 

Fellowship Time each Sunday after worship in Fellowship Hall 
Rev. Dr. Linda D. Even, preaching 

  
Nov. 2  All Saints Sunday     31st Sunday, Ordinary Time
  A Time of Remembrance for those who died this past year  

Dedication of Memorial Gifts for 2008 
  Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper (served) 
 
Nov. 9 Worship for the Lord’s Day  32nd Sunday, Ordinary Time 
  Commitment Sunday, Dedication of Pledges and Gifts 
 
Nov. 16 Worship for the Lord’s Day     33rd Sunday, Ordinary Time 
 
Nov. 23 Worship for the Lord’s Day           Reign of Christ Sunday 

   Guest Preacher, Rev. Dr. Hal Garman  
�
Nov. 30 Worship for the Lord’s Day  1st Sunday of Advent 
  Advent Lessons and Carols 
  Lighting the Advent Candle – “Watch and Wait”  
 
Dec. 7  Worship for the Lord’s Day    2nd Sunday of Advent
 Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper (served) 
  Lighting the Advent Candle – “Repent”  
 
 

Welcome Our Guest Preacher – Rev. Dr. Hal Garman 
Prior to his retirement Rev. Garman served as the pastor of University United Methodist Church 
in Syracuse for 17 years.  Following his retirement Hal has continued to be involved in urban 
ministry and is involved in the “Faith and Hope Community Center,” an initiative on the South 
side of Syracuse to reduce violence through anger management.   
 

 
 
Christmas Music Gifts 

 
Your gift of $10 (or more) given in memory or in honor of a loved one will 
help defray the cost of special music for Advent and Christmas services 
and throughout the year.  An acknowledgment will be placed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin along with the Poinsettia listings when the 
information is given by the donor.  Checks should be made out to United 
Church and marked for Christmas music and accompanied by a note given 
in memory of (or in honor or)....... by ....... Thank you. 
 

 
 
 



Worship, Music and Spiritual Life 
 

All Saints Sunday, Nov. 2 nd 
On the first Sunday in November we come to the Table and celebrate the Lord’s 
Supper aware that a “great cloud of witnesses surrounds us.”  This day is an 
occasion to give thanks for all who have gone before and to celebrate Christian unity 
with the “great cloud of witnesses” that precedes us (Heb. 12:1).  It also calls for 
recognition of Christ’s continued work in the church through people who are “called 
to be saints” (Rom. 1:7).  The service will include the dedication of memorial gifts 
received since last All Saints’ Sunday, 2007 
 
 

“Advent Lessons and Carols” Sunday, Nov. 30  
 

“Beloved in Christ, as we await the great festival of Christmas, we prepare 
ourselves so that we may be shown its true meaning....”    
 

On the first Sunday of Advent, Nov. 30, worship will include the traditional 
Advent Service of Lessons and Carols with scripture readings focusing on 
themes of prophesy, the promise of a Messiah, and God’s reign of justice and 
peace.  Modeled after the traditional Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and 
Carols, this service includes Advent hymns, Christmas carols and anthems 
that prepare for the coming of Christ’s birth and embrace the mystery of God in 
our lives.  
 

SU Brass and Bells Concert at UCF  
Save the date to attend!  We will host the community for the St. Nicholas “Brass and Bells”  concert on 
Sunday, Dec. 14 th at 3 PM.  The concert by the Syracuse University Brass Ensemble, directed by Jim 
Spencer, also includes community carol singing accompanied by brass and organ. Our two Handbell 
Choirs will perform and this year the Joyful Sign Choir will interpret Christmas carols.   A special offering 
for local hunger relief and refugee assistance will be collected.  The F-M churches Combined Choirs 
Service of Lessons and Carols will not take place this year due to scheduling concerns.  We look forward 
to its return next year.   
 

Children’s Musical coming Dec. 14 th 
This year’s musical is “The Christmas Present”  by Pam Andrews.  The 
musical is presented as a poem and incorporates familiar carols and new songs 
to tell the Christmas story in a fresh way.  The message centers on Jesus as 
God's true Christmas Present - the Gift that gives daily.    
 

Rehearsals take place every Sunday at 9 AM  in both Children’s Choir and 
Cherub Choir. There will be one Friday evening rehearsal on Nov. 21, 6:30 PM, 
for Children’s Choir only.  Two Saturday rehearsals are Dec. 6 and 13 at 9:30 
AM for both choirs. To volunteer to help with the production, please contact 
Judy Spencer, Jim Spencer, Wendy VanSlyke, or Donna O’Byrne.   

 

Gloria in excelsis Deo!  
The music at Christmas is always a joy to sing and we’d like to expand the choir for 
our December services.  All Seekers and High School youth and others who like to 
sing are invited to join our United Church Choir  for Advent and Christmas services. 
November is a good time to start rehearsing for Christmas Eve and other services in 
Advent!  Contact Alice Hatt.   
 
Alice Dickerson Hatt, Minister of Music & Worship; 
Jackie Meyer, Chair., Worship & Spiritual Life Comm. 



Adult Education  
 

 
Forums, Bible Study, and Parents’ Place on Sunday mornings 

DVD Discussion series on Sunday evenings 
 

 
I. Adult Forum   [Meets in Beard Lounge at 9:00 AM] 
 

Nov. 2:  Joe Steiner, member of UCF, will lead a discussion on Part I of the DVD produced by 
PBS, entitled “Power of Forgiveness.”  This DVD features several situations of severe conflict 
and tragedy where forgiveness has played a restorative role. 
 

Nov. 9:  “Power of Forgiveness,” Part II. 
 

Nov. 16:  Rev. David Johnson, Executive Presbyter for the Presbytery of Cayuga Syracuse, will 
report on the on actions by the 2008 General Assembly regarding the ordination of gay and 
lesbian persons in Presbyterian Church USA.  He will discuss the proposed amendment to the 
Presbyterian Book of Order, known as G-6.0106[b], which currently prohibits ordination of gay 
and lesbian persons.  If this proposed amendment is adopted by a majority of presbyteries 
nationwide, it will become the controlling law for the Presbyterian Church USA. 
 

Nov. 23:  Harlan London will perform and discuss African American Spirituals.  Dr. London is 
Professor Emeritus of Family Studies at Syracuse University and the former VP and Provost for 
Academic Affairs at Syracuse University.  Prof. London is a noted performer of African American 
music and is an academic colleague of Joe Steiner.   
 

Nov. 30:   Advent Intergenerational Sunday for Adults and youth.  This event will begin at 9:00 
a.m. with refreshments, presentation by a Hebrew Prophet, and singing of carols.  It will follow 
with information about two local mission projects and an opportunity to create winter scarves of 
polar fleece for distribution at the mission projects. 

 

II. Bible Study   [Meets in Women’s Lounge at 9:00 AM] 
Fred Davey  provides primary leadership for this discussion group, assisted by others 
throughout the year when needed. The group engages in an in-depth study and discussion of a 
book of the Bible or biblical theme using a study guide. They are currently studying the Gospel 
of Matthew, using the study guide “Matthew” by Tom Wright. Newcomers are always welcome.  
 

III. Parents’ Place   [Meets in lower level of the Christian Education wing at 9:15 AM.] 
Parents’ Place provides an opportunity for informal, unstructured conversation about the joys 
and challenges of raising children.  Coffee and tea are provided. 
 

IV. “Eclipsing Empire ”  DVD Discussion Series  
The 1st session of this 12-part series has begun and will continue on Sundays Nov. 1, 8, and 15 
at 7:00 p.m.  This DVD discussion series is distributed by the “Living the Questions” group and 
was produced by Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan.  Borg and Crossan were prominently 
featured in the previous two DVD series produced by the “Living the Questions” group which the 
United Church has studied during the last two years.  “Eclipsing Empire” will focus on the work 
and message of Paul, author of the Letter to the Romans and many of the other epistles in the 
New Testament. 
 
 
Submitted by Norman Hatt, chair of Adult Education 
 



 

The Weekly Charge : 
Each week the class is given a ‘charge’ which is sort of like homework. 
Some of the ‘charges’ have been: 

·  to commit one random act of kindness
·  to pray during the week
·  to ask three people about their thoughts on heaven
·  to tell a parable to a family member  

 

If you know one of the members of the youth class, ask them about the charge for the week and 
offer them some help. 
 

The Calendar :  On our combined Youth & Seekers Calendar:
 

Nov 9  Rake & Run  with dinner following
Nov 23 Usher during service
Nov 30  Intergenerational Education Event
Dec 12   Trip to see Godspell
Dec 19   Christmas Party  
Dec 28  Usher  during service
Jan 24 Tubing party  (with other youth groups)
 

Parents and Youth- Please check your email regularly for important news and updates from the 
Director of Youth.  If you are not receiving email from Victoria please email her at 
ucyouth.twcny.rr.com. 
 
Submitted by Victoria King, Director of Youth Ministries
 

Steeple Series Coffeehouse
 

 

 
                                   

Dessert with unlimited coffee and tea.

 

Youth News for November , 2008
 
In Class : 
We started out with a look at prayer, heaven, and angels.
 

Recently we have been focusing on the Parables in the New 
Testament. After identifying a list of Parables, we have 
begun a focus on the Prodigal Son and The Good 
Samaritan. We are beginning to explore them in new ways, 
to discover what we can about the story that has meaning for 
us. We will continue studying the parables.

Each week the class is given a ‘charge’ which is sort of like homework.  
Some of the ‘charges’ have been:  

to commit one random act of kindness 
to pray during the week 
to ask three people about their thoughts on heaven 
to tell a parable to a family member   

If you know one of the members of the youth class, ask them about the charge for the week and 

On our combined Youth & Seekers Calendar: 

with dinner following Worship 
during service 

Intergenerational Education Event  (see announcement in this newsletter!)
Godspell  at Syracuse Stage - meet time TBA/8pm show

 (including Alumni) 6-10 pm  
during service 

(with other youth groups) time TBA 

Please check your email regularly for important news and updates from the 
Director of Youth.  If you are not receiving email from Victoria please email her at 

Submitted by Victoria King, Director of Youth Ministries 

 

Steeple Series Coffeehouse

November 22, 2008 
7:30 -10:00 PM 
Fellowship Hall 

                                   Daniel Blanck , folksinger/writer performing
Donation of $7.00 

Dessert with unlimited coffee and tea. 
Bring a friend! 
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Nov. 2
Nov. 9
Nov. 21
Nov. 22
Nov. 23
Nov. 30

 

WHAT IS YOUR BIG IDEA?   Hey, kids! Use the new Big Idea board downstairs in the Sunday 
School hall to share your ideas for church, Sunday School, mission and fellowship.  Be creative!  
We are looking forward to hearing from all of you!!
 
OUT OF AFRICA . . . Kim Doto
Africa with 5th-12th graders on Sun., Nov. 9
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL NOVEMB ER FOOD DRIVE . . . 
challenged to collect the number of non
10 items).  Let’s make a difference for the FM Food Pantry! 
 
WINTERWEAR COLLECTIO N !!  
church hallway with jackets, snowsuits, snowpants, boots, sweaters, socks, hats, scarves and 
mittens for the kids at Delaware Academy.  All sizes welcome! 
 
ADVENT FRINGING FLURRY !! 
Intergenerational on Sun., Nov. 30, 9:00 a.m.
Delaware School and the Samaritan Center. Sing carols, create cards and make ornaments. 
Enjoy juice, coffee and donuts. Fa
 
MORNING TEACHER RETREAT . . 
breakfast and fellowship time before class on 
 
“THE CHRISTMAS PRESE NT” IS COMING 
Cherub Choirs for the Christmas musical and there’s still time to get in on the fun!  Rehearsal on 
Fri., Nov. 21, 6:30-8 p.m . Find more details under Music & Worship.
 
THANKS TO . . .  Carlos Hartman
Bender  for inscribing bibles, Deb Lane
 
REMINDERS . . .  
 

�  Next Children’s Ministries Committee meeting
Fayetteville. Sat., Nov. 22 at 7:30 a.m

�  Turn in UNICEF Trick or Treat boxes in Sunday School on Sun., Nov. 2  
�  Set your clocks back 1 hour for Sunday, November 2 and gain an hour of sleep!

 
Submitted by Judy Spencer, Director of Children’s Ministries

 
 

 What’s Up from Down Under
Sharing and Caring by the Young People 

Of United Church 

Nov. 2  Daylight Savings Ends/Return UNICEF boxes
Nov. 9  5th-12th Grade Combined Sunday School
Nov. 21 6:30-8 p.m. Christmas Musical Rehearsal
Nov. 22 7:30am Children’s Ministries Comm. Meeting
Nov. 23 Teacher Breakfast 
Nov. 30 Advent Intergenerational Fleece Project

Hey, kids! Use the new Big Idea board downstairs in the Sunday 
share your ideas for church, Sunday School, mission and fellowship.  Be creative!  

We are looking forward to hearing from all of you!! 

Kim Doto  will share pictures and stories about her summer mission trip to 
Sun., Nov. 9 .  Outstanding !!! 

ER FOOD DRIVE . . . The food pantries are “bare”.  Each child is 
challenged to collect the number of non-perishable food items equal to their age (10 years old = 
10 items).  Let’s make a difference for the FM Food Pantry!  

N !!  Clean out those closets and fill the collection box in the 
church hallway with jackets, snowsuits, snowpants, boots, sweaters, socks, hats, scarves and 
mittens for the kids at Delaware Academy.  All sizes welcome!  

RY !!  Everyone in the family can get busy at 
Sun., Nov. 30, 9:00 a.m. , fringing and sewing fleece hats and scarves for 

Delaware School and the Samaritan Center. Sing carols, create cards and make ornaments. 
Enjoy juice, coffee and donuts. Fa-la-la-la fun !!!! 

TEACHER RETREAT . . . Because they are so special, teachers will be treated to 
breakfast and fellowship time before class on Sun., Nov. 23, 8:30 a.m .! 

NT” IS COMING . . . Rehearsals are starting in Children’s and 
Christmas musical and there’s still time to get in on the fun!  Rehearsal on 

. Find more details under Music & Worship. 

Carlos Hartman  and Betsy Nash  for leading Children’s Worship, 
Deb Lane  for crafting hand-made birthday cards!

Children’s Ministries Committee meeting  is at Freedom of E
Nov. 22 at 7:30 a.m . Please join us for creative awakenings!

Turn in UNICEF Trick or Treat boxes in Sunday School on Sun., Nov. 2  
Set your clocks back 1 hour for Sunday, November 2 and gain an hour of sleep!

Submitted by Judy Spencer, Director of Children’s Ministries 
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Church & Society Committee   
 

Alternative Gift Giving :  Following the worship services on November 9 and 
November 16, the opportunity will again be available to purchase gifts through 
contributions to important services and charities. An array of gift cards representing 
charitable organizations, both local and international, will be on display. In the name of 
a friend or family member, you can make a contribution to the organization of your 

choice. Along with a beautiful card, you will receive an insert describing your gift and a note indicating the 
donation was made.  Gifts will be available through Heifer International, Church World Service, 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Salvation Army, the F-M Food Pantry, and Syracuse Healthy Start. 
The prices of contributions will range from $10.00 to a few hundred dollars. Giving gifts to person in need 
in our local community or around the world in honor of friends, family members, school teachers, 
colleagues, or others on you list conveys the message that you’ve thought of these persons and care for 
them – as well as caring for others. Watch the bulletin board in the hallway for examples of cards and 
contributions available.   
 

Amazing Faiths Dinner Dialogues  will be held in homes around the Syracuse area on November 
13th from 6:30 – 9:30 PM. InterFaith Works (IFW) and Women Transcending Boundaries (WTB) are 
sponsoring this wonderful event. The dinners will be held simultaneously in Austin, Chicago, Greenville, 
Harrisburg, Houston, Oklahoma City, San Antonio, Washington, DC, -- and Syracuse!  
  

Participants will gather in intimate, diverse groups for a meal and a moderated discussion of religion, 
tolerance, and faith held in private homes throughout the community. There is no fee for the dinner, and 
participants are asked only to bring “tolerant, respectful attitudes and a listening heart.” 
 

For more information, fliers are available on the Church and Society bulletin board across from the 
church office or call 315-449-3552, Ext. 120 (IFW) or 315-446-1694 (WTB).   Deadline for registration is 
November 3.  
 

Environmental Stewardship Hint :  
Saving electricity at home doesn't just save money, it also saves the planet.  Using compact fluorescent 
light bulbs, turning off lights and the television set when leaving a room, using cold rather than warm or 
hot water in the washing machine are just small things we can do to decrease our share of the use of 
fossil fuels. Other tips on ways to save electricity in your home are available on web sites, including the 
National Grid site. Type saving electricity into www.google.com and explore web sites suggesting many 
things you can do at home to save both your own money and our planet.  

 

 submitted by Cara Steiner 
 

 

Congregational Care Committee  
 

The Congregational Care Committee will be meeting on Tuesday, November 4th at 1:00 PM  in Beard 
lounge. As an expression of our congregation's love and concern, we reach out to those of our church 
family who may be ill, bereaved, or homebound. We joyfully welcome anyone who would like to join 
us in this ministry!  
 

Calling All Ordained Elders!!!     At the October 21st meeting, the Board unanimously approved a 
proposal allowing UCF deacon-elder pairs to serve communion to designated homebound members 
on three communion Sundays a year, as scheduled and coordinated by the Congregational Care 
Committee. This will extend the Table to our homebound more frequently, in addition to the pastor's 
serving home communion. In order to participate in this ministry, each deacon-elder must attend an hour 
and a half training session with the pastor. The training session will be held following worship on 
Sunday, November 9th.   Anyone who has ever been ordained is eligible.  Please contact Cindy 
Rosbrook to take advantage of this sacred opportunity to share the Lord's Supper with our church 
family beyond the church walls. 
�



Building and Grounds Committee  
 

The Building and Grounds Committee is planning to remove the old slate from Memorial Garden 
in anticipation of installing some new material in the spring.   
 

FOR SALE: Used Slate from Memorial Garden – Cash & Carry       
Anyone in the congregation who is interested in purchasing the slate and removing it contact 
the office or Stu Woodcock by Friday, November 14.   All offers will be accepted.   
Proceeds from your purchase will be used to replace the old slate.  

 

HELP WANTED:     
Building and Grounds requests your help in removing the old slate from Memorial Garden.   
The tentative date is Saturday, November 15 at 2:00 PM.  
The village will dispose of any broken or unwanted slate.   
Please contact the office or Stu Woodcock with your availability. 
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Grief and the Holidays:  Can I Cope?  is the title of a one hour presentation to be held on 
Sunday,  November 2 nd at 2:00 at The Center for Living With Loss at Hospice of Central New 
York.  Heather Hay, Ph.D. will speak on common responses grievers have in facing the holiday 
season.  Suggestions for coping will be offered.   No registration is necessary and this talk is 
free and open to the public.  For further information, please call 634-2207. �
 

 
 



 
FINANCIAL INFORMATION  
 

Financial statistics for the month of September 2008  is as follows: 
 

This chart shows real dollars: 
 

 September  Year to Date 
Income $27,534. $192,769. 
Expenses $24,585. $213,200. 
Difference $2,949. $(20,431.) 

 

For September, income was ahead of expenses by $9,949. This decreases our deficit for the year to 
$20,431.  
 

This chart shows pledge and plate income as a percent of the yearly budget: 
 

 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 
January 11.72% 9.61% 7.5% 7.5% 8.2% 
February 6.16% 7.11% 6.39% 6.51% 9.07% 
March 6.77% 6.26% 6.66% 7.97% 6.72% 
April 11.14% 8.02% 10.58% 7.59% 10.23% 
May 6.21% 5.39% 6.28% 7.66% 7.65% 
June 10.25% 7.63% 5.51% 5.70% 5.40% 
July 5.77% 8.79% 7.65% 8.69% 5.63% 
August 5.61% 5.33% 4.86% 5.85% 6.37% 
September 10.06% 7.92% 7.23% 7.65% 8.21% 
October  8.36% 9.08% 8.65% 11.68% 
November  7.28% 7.88% 8.94% 5.22% 
December  11.84% 14.76% 8.72% 13.63% 
Year to date 73.70% 93.52% 94.42% 91.48% 97.98% 

 

 

The above chart compares pledge and plate giving as a percent of the budgeted amount for the year. If 
income was steady throughout the year and met projections, we would expect to see numbers at about 
75 percent through September.  We are slightly behind. 
 
 

The Salvation Army Tree of Lights  
 

This year the Salvation Army plans to give more than 4000 men, women and 
children holiday gifts.  UCF will once again support this effort through our “Giving 
Tree”.  A Christmas tree with gift tags will be in the hallway.  Please take a tag from 
our tree – all ages are represented, from toddler to elderly.  Please purchase a gift 
and return it unwrapped by Sunday, Dec. 7th.  Contact Mary Jane Woodcock for 
more information. 
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Sunday, December 7, 2008 
Save the Date!  

 
The Cookie Walk will again be part of our Christmas  Tradition at UCF!! 
 

Mark your calendar for this delicious  event on Sunday, December 7 , 
immediately following worship in Fellowship Hall.   
 

Of course, in order to bring this tradition back, w e are looking for 
the bakers of our Church to bake and drop off cooki es on Saturday 
morning, December 6, from 9:00 to 11:30 am. We’d li ke this to be an 
“all-congregation” effort to be successful.  A dona tion of at least 
six dozen or more homemade Christmas cookies from e ach able UCF 
member/family is appreciated.  Please return your “cookie card” 
enclosed in this newsletter)  to the church office as soon as possible! 
 

Stroll along and purchase wonderful homemade cookie s in a festive 
setting .  Hope to see you there!  If you would like to help further, 
please see Donna O'Byrne or Shelly Everding.   
 
 
 
 
 

��
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thanksgiving Sunday Offering : 
The Mission Committee will use the envelope offering on Thanksgiving Sunday 
to support the F-M Community Food Pantry, a local mission which assists area 
families in need.  If you do not have envelopes, please mark your check “F-M 
Food Pantry”.   Please give generously on Thanksgiving Sunday to this 
important mission.   
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Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
The Church Office will be closed for Thanksgiving on Thursday Nov. 27 and Friday, Nov. 28. 

 

Membership Directories are still available at both entrances 
of the sanctuary and in the Church Office. 

 

Daylight Savings Time Ends – FALL BACK on November 2nd ! 
          
Please submit your December Newsletter  articles  to the church office before Wed, Nov. 19 th 

Your promptness is always greatly appreciated! 
 

Stay informed!  United Church information is also available on our website, www.theucf.org   
and emailed each week!  If you would like to receive the weekly email, please contact the office. 

 
 

United Church Family news…  
If you have a special event or family celebration that you would like to announce,  
please contact the church office. 
 

Congratulations to Barbara Morison and her family on the recent birth of her first 
grandchild, Sydney Anne Morison.  Sydney is the daughter of Trevor and Julie 
Morison. 
 

Congratulations to Joe and Cara Steiner on the birth of grandson, Samuel Joseph 
Steiner.  Samuel is the son of David Steiner and Julia Hutchins. 
 

Congratulations to Dick and Clark on the birth of their great granddaughter, Jori Clark.  Jori’s parents are 
Jason and Lindsay Clark. 
 

Congratulations to Mark and Tracy Bender on their October 11th marriage.  Mark and Tracy were married 
here at United Church.  Mark is the son of Dave and Debbie Bender.  
 
 

Communicating  Effectively: Being Green and Financi ally Responsible  
 

The Staff, Committees and Board are seeking ways to reach out to the congregation and are neighbors, 
while reducing resource use, and reining in rising costs.  In addition to the economic challenges, 
changing postal regulations mean will soon mean we are less able to use bulk mail.  Everyone can help 
steward our communications resources by: 
 
 1. Reading and responding to the mail you do get (You’ll be receiving less). 
 2. Relying more on the newsletter and less often on special mailings. 

3. Thinking creatively about how to take advantage of our website and church events to distribute 
information without postage. 
4. Being flexible about changing means, sharing your ideas and working through the church office 
for   alternative ideas. 
 

Together, we can not only manage these costs, but can make our communications more effective and 
free up resources for other mission and ministry.       
 

In faith,  
Linda 



   
  Pastor & Staff    40 plus basket preparers 
  Chair & Co-chairs   Silent auction donors 
  Ticket designers & sellers  Retrievers of auction donations 
  Pasta makers    Store runners 
  Dessert chefs    Letter writers 
  Sauce chefs    Publicity writer 
  Salad preparers    Clean-up crew 
  Table setters    Raffle announcers 
  Youth servers    Congregants & visitors who attended 
   
We netted $3,021.91 for missions and programs at UCF’s first annual Spaghetti, Silent Auction and Basket Raffle 
fundraiser last month!!  Visitors and congregants had a great time and there was much laughter and celebration!  
We worked hard, created gorgeous theme baskets, offered services and visited many businesses to procure 
auction donations.  Be thinking about and collecting ideas for theme baskets and donations for fall 2009.  We can 
double the amount we earn to put toward the terrific work here at UCF and once again offer our community a fun 
evening for a great cause!   
 
 

It is with much gratitude that we tell you how proud we are of our UCF family (Pastor, Staff and 
Congregation) for making Dad’s Memorial Service on October 11 such a blessing to all who 
attended.  We appreciate your help with planning and preparation, bulletins, flowers, choir anthems, 
solos, acolyting, building care, greeting, providing water and Kleenex, giving directions and being a 
steady presence.  
 

In trying to do the homework given from our Pastor’s sermon on the 12th, �  and, if you weren’t there, 
do try to read it to the end, we are doing here the “remembering” of which she spoke.  Thank you to all who 
performed “compassionate service” when Dad was living by your interaction with him at UCF for six years and your 
acceptance of him.  From May until his death in September, you continued to shower him with love through your 
many visits-some with your pets and your WW II realia and by playing your musical instruments for him in his room 
at Sunnyside. One friend made a beautiful prayer quilt that he cherished and so many of you prayed with him and 
sent cards, notes, gifts and flowers that he so appreciated.  Some even visited more often so we could have a 
break of a few days away and also filled his bird feeder when empty!  
 

We’ve now just reread the over one hundred sympathy cards sent to us and feel surrounded and carried by your 
kind words-many of which we sited during our eulogy and two we included in the program. Please know how much 
he loved UCF and you!  Since the memorial service, we have also received many calls and notes from those 
guests who attended telling us of feeling the presence of God at UCF.  Linda said it well in her sermon on the 12th, 
“We were alive in the Spirit, in the midst of a community of extraordinary grace, self-giving love and compassion”.  
Thank you for allowing Dad and then our family and guests at his service and us to “encounter God” through you! 
 

In Christ, 
Gloria & Scott 
 
 

I want to express my appreciation to all of you who sent cards, included me in your prayers, telephoned, visited or 
delivered meals following my surgery.  It has meant a lot to me to know how much you care.  Thank you so much 
for your support.   
In Christ,  
Dorothy Biven 
 
 

To all! 
There is no other way to let you know how much for your prayers and cards have meant to me and encouraged my 
healing.  On July 9, I fractured my hip, then had to have vascular surgery because of a blood clot, which slowed 
down healing.  My blessings have far outweighed what I’ve been through.  Hopefully in another month I should be 
as good as new.  
Fondly,   
Barb McKean 
 



United Church Congregational Care Ministry 
Part of each member’s ministry is to respond to the needs and hurts of others 
through prayer and other acts of caring.  We also lift up joys and celebrations and 
offer thanksgiving to God for births, birthdays, anniversaries and other milestones in 
members’ lives.  To update this list please contact Cindy  Rosbrook or Barbara 
Johnson. 

 

IN BEREAVEMENT:   to the family of June Fitch,  
who passed away on October 24, 2008. 
 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES: 
17  Brad & Brenda Hines 
20  Chris & Marti Vasiliades 
25  John & Lisa Minutoli 
 

BIRTHDAYS: 
01  Toni Hines 
      Connie Leech 
02  Janet Press 
      Ruth Ware 
04  Kenneth Spitzer 
05  Arden Goodyear 
07  Christopher Baxter 
      Erwin Dimon 
09  Kaitlyn DeHority 
      Woody Southwell 
11  Michael Abbott 
      Noelle Mpinga 
12  Wendy Schmidt 
13  Iona Ries 
14  Gail Sandle 
16  Roger Cherry 
18  Lorina Mpinga 
19  Ed Hess 
20  Christine McCurdy 
21  Jean Haley 
      Nancy Schiffhauer 
22  Marta McCurdy 
      Jane Richardson 
23  Shelby Schaefer 
24  Curtis Wenke 
26  Sandra Gardinier 
29  Raphael Mpinga 
30  Elizabeth Steele 
 

ILL AND RECOVERING: 
Dottie Biven  Gillian Knafelc  
Francie Callahan Carol Reinsmith 
Bruce Hotchkiss Jane Richardson 
Dorothy Hughes Janet Schaefer 
 

OUR HOMEBOUND: 
Helen Brown (James Square)  
Avis Clintsman (Wynwood #280) 
Marcia Ehlers (Wynwood #127) 
Helen Jean Krathwohl (at home) 
Frances Lee Muckley (Wynwood #116) 
Ruth Law (Sunnyside Adult Home E-3) 
Margory Sweetser (Home for Adults) 
 
PRAYERS FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS: 
Debi Bell (Linda DeHority’s sister) 
Bill Chamberlin (Tracey Kuhns’ cousin) 
Camdyn Cross (D. & G. Sandle’s granddaughter) 
Rosemary Day (friend of Barb McKean) 
Brian & Gavin Donlan (Dorothy Terry’s grandsons) 
Cindy Graves (friend of W. Schmidt) 
Tom Groff (D. and B. Clark’s son-in-law) 
Jon Guttery (friend of Esau Price) 
David Haley – son of John & Jean Haley 
Andrew Harkins (Diane Brundage’s brother) 
Ruth Hill (M.J. Woodcock’s cousin) 
Jane Hanlon (Barb McKean’s friends) 
David Harrison (Steve Harrison’s brother) 
Nancy Hines (Brad Hines’ mother) 
Phyllis Ketcham (Judy Spencer’s mother) 
Jane Roche King and family – Sarah Given’s 
daughter in law’s family 
Kent Maynard (Lynn Scharbach’s brother) 
Patrick McPhillips (Barb McKean’s friend) 
Anne Perry (Gay Burch’s mother) 
Robin Regni (Irene Regni’s daughter) 
Cherie Riggs (wife of Randy Riggs, former Associate 
UCF pastor) 
Ralph Sandle (D. Sandle’s father) 
Nan Songer (Gail Ensher’s friend) 
Mary Lou Tornatore (Barb McKean’s friend) 
Troops in Iraq and Afghanistan 
 
 
 
 
 

PASTORAL EMERGENCIES:  
In a pastoral emergency, please call the church office at 315-637-3186.  If it is outside office hours, please be sure to 
leave a message on Dr. Even’s voice mail (ext. 104), and call her home as well 315-445-3002.   Dr. Even will be away 
from November 24 – 30th.  Please contact “Elder on Call” Gail Sandle if you have a pastoral emergency. 



Staff: 
Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Linda D. Even
Minister of Music & Worship:  Alice Hatt
Director of Children’s Ministries:  Judy Spencer
Director of Youth Ministries:  Victoria
Administrative Assistant:  Lisa Minutoli
Board Moderator:  David DeHority
Treasurer:  Scott Manuel

November 
   

November 9

                                                    Daniel Blanck 
                                                      

                                          Intergenerational Sunday and Scarf Making Project
                                                  Nov. 30 

                          
UNITED CHURCH OF FAYETTEVILLE
310 EAST GENESEE STREET
FAYETTEVILLE, NY  13066 
PHONE:  315-637-3186 
FAX:  315-637-1773 
Email:  ucf@twcny.rr.com 
Web site: www.theucf.org 

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Linda D. Even 
Minister of Music & Worship:  Alice Hatt 
Director of Children’s Ministries:  Judy Spencer 
Director of Youth Ministries:  Victoria King 
Administrative Assistant:  Lisa Minutoli 
Board Moderator:  David DeHority 
Treasurer:  Scott Manuel 

 

November Calendar Highlights!   

75th Jubilee Arts & Crafts Show  
November 8th from 12:00 – 5:00 PM 

November 9th from 11:30 AM – 1:00 PM 
Fellowship Hall 

 

Steeple Coffeehouse  
Daniel Blanck folksinger and songwriter 
  Nov. 22 - 7:30 PM in Fellowship Hall 

 

rgenerational Sunday and Scarf Making Project
Nov. 30 – 9:00 AM in Fellowship Hall 
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                            UNITED CHURCH - NOVEMBER 2008 
 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  
Education & Sunday 
Worship Schedule : 
9:00 AM Youth Handbells 
Choir 
9:00 AM Cherubs’ & 
Children’s Choir 
  

9:00 AM Adult Forum, 
Bible Study, Parents Place 
9:25  AM Church School 
Gathering 
10:25 AM Worship 
11:40 AM Fellowship Time 

    1 
10 AM – 3 PM Outside 
Group 
 

6:30 PM  Country 
Dancers/FH 
 

2 
10:25 AM Worship 
Communion 
All Saints Sunday 
11:45 AM Anniversary 
Committee Mtg/WL 
 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 
ENDS 

3 
6:30 PM Stitches/WL 
7:00 PM Youth Mtg/YR 
 
 

4 
7:00 AM Women’s Cov/WL 
8:00 AM  FM Clergy Mtg 
10:0 AM Staff Mtg/WL 
1:00 PM Cong. Care/BL 
7:00 PM PCC/WL 
8:00 PM Alanon/Rm 5 

5 
6:30 AM Men’s Cov/WL 
10:20-11:20 VNS Gym/FH 
7:15 PM Joyful Sign 
Choir/BL 
8:00 PM Spanish 
Alanon/10 

6 
8:30 AM Yoga/FH 
10:20-11:20 VNS Gym/FH 
1:00 – 3:00 PM Circle of 
Hearts/BL  
6:45 PM Adult 
Handbells/CR 
7:30 PM Senior Choir/CR 

7 
9:45 AM – 10:30 AM 
Aerobics/FH 
6:30 PM  Country 
Dancers/FH 

8 
12 – 5 PM Arts & Crafts 
Show/FH/WL 
 
 

9 
10:25 AM Worship 
Stewardship Dedication  
11:30 – 1:00 Arts & Crafts 
Show 
11:30 AM Alternate Gift 
Fair/FH 
11:30 AM Youth Rake & 
Run with dinner 

 10 
 
10-12 Clutterbug Circle/RR 
6:30 PM Stitches/WL 
 

 11 
7:00 AM Women’s Cov/WL 
10:00 AM Staff Mtg/WL 
7:00 PM Worship & SL/WL 
8:00 PM Alanon/Rm 5 

12 
6:30 AM Men’s Cov/WL 
10:20-11:20 VNS Gym/FH 
7:15 PM Joyful Sign 
Choir/BL 
8:00 PM Spanish 
Alanon/10 

 13 
8:30 AM Yoga/FH 
9:00 AM Organ Tuning/ 
Sanctuary – Need Heat 
10:20-11:20 VNS Gym/FH 
6:45 PM Adult 
Handbells/CR 
7:30 PM Senior Choir/CR 

 14 
9:45 AM – 10:30 AM 
Aerobics/FH 
 
7:00 PM Syracuse 
Dancers/FH and BL 
David Smuckler 474-0710 

15 
 
9:30 AM – 1:30 PM VNS 
Event – Tom Knight 
Concert/FH 
 
2:00 PM Memorial Garden 
Slate Removal 

16 
10:25 AM Worship 
11:30 AM Alternate Gift 
Fair/FH 
12:00 PM Seeker 
Lunch/FH 
 

17 
6:30 PM Stitches/WL 
 

18 
7:00 AM Women’s Cov/WL 
10:00 AM Staff Mtg/WL 
7:00 PM UC Board/WL 
8:00 PM Alanon/Rm 5 

19 
6:30 AM Men’s Cov/WL 
10:20-11:20 VNS Gym/FH 
7:15 PM Joyful Sign 
Choir/BL 
8:00 PM Spanish 
Alanon/10 
Newsletter Deadline 

 20 
8:30 AM Yoga/FH 
10:20-11:20 VNS Gym/FH 
6:45 PM Adult 
Handbells/CR 
7:30 PM Senior Choir/CR 

21 
9:45 AM – 10:30 AM 
Aerobics/FH 
 
6:30 PM  Country 
Dancers/FH 
 
6:30 – 8:00 PM Pageant 
Rehearsal/Sanctuary 

22 
7:30 AM Children’s 
Mtg/Freedom of Espresso 
 
Rev. Bill Carlsen 
Retirement 
Luncheon/Rusty Rail, 
Canastota 
 
7:30 PM Steeple 
Coffeehouse 

23 
10:25 AM Worship 
2:00 PM Outside group/FH 
(May need Stage) 
 

24 
6:30 PM Stitches/WL 
 

 

25 
7:00 AM Women’s Cov/WL 
10:00 AM Staff Mtg/WL 
6:45 PM Adult 
Handbells/CR 
7:15 PM Heart to Heart/RR 
7:30 PM Senior Choir/CR  
8:00 PM Alanon/Rm 5 
 

26 
6:30 AM Men’s Cov/WL 
10:20-11:20 VNS Gym/FH 
7:15 PM Joyful Sign 
Choir/BL 
8:00 PM Spanish 
Alanon/10 

27 
 
 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING 
OFFICE CLOSED 

28 
 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING 
OFFICE CLOSED 

29 



 
 

30 
9:00 AM Intergenerational 
Scarft Project/FH 
10:25 AM Worship 
1st Sunday in Advent 
 

 

      

 


