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“A community of faith providing nurture, strength, & direction for living today in God’s world.” 

 
 

ONE GOD 
 

ONE EARTH 
 

ONE PEOPLE 
 

ONE SUMMER 

 

Through education and mission, UCF has begun to 

explore our role as stewards of creation.  At the June 

14 outdoor worship service, we kicked off a Season of 

Re-creation, committing ourselves to attending to the needs of earth, water and air, even 

as we enjoy them all summer long.  We offered a list of green habits and asked each 

household to commit to improving at least one over the summer.   Everyone is also invited 

to bring water, a shell, rock or other item from the places they travel this summer, or 

from their own backyards.  Place them in the marked baskets near the sanctuary doors.  

Through these non-liturgical acts, we offer prayers of thanksgiving to God for all the 

gifts of creation, and remember the web of our connection with the earth and with one 

another throughout the summer.  In our coming and going, we act out our links with our 

God and the community of faith.  

           

Early in the fall, when we resume our more structured schedule, we will draw together 

the strands of these webs, celebrating our relationship with everything that lives and 

moves and has its being in God.  Through our worship, in our recreation, in our travel and 

in our homecoming, let us dedicate once summer to strengthening our relationships as one 

people, who live on one planet, all in the care of one God.        
 

in faith, 
 
 
Linda 
 

If you were unable to be at the outdoor worship service, you can obtain pledge forms for 

green habits on the website or on the tables outside of the sanctuary.  Completed forms 

can be forwarded to Lori Lommel.   We’ve also added a website link to OCCRA if you’d like 

to know more how to employ green habits in your household.   
 

 

 



WORSHIP FOR JULY AND AUGUST 2009 
Summer Worship at 9:25 AM, Summer Child Care 9 AM – 11 AM 

Rev. Dr. Linda Even, preaching 
Fellowship Time each week after worship in Fellowship Hall 

 

July 5 Worship for the Lordôs Day            14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
 Sacrament of the Lordôs Supper (come forward) 
 Liturgist ï Scott Manuel 
  

July 12 Worship for the Lordôs Day  15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Liturgist ï Linda Raymond 
 

July 19 Worship for the Lordôs Day  16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Liturgist ï Gloria Manuel 
 

July 26 Worship for the Lordôs Day    17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  Guest Preacher, Rev. Gerald Platz  
  Liturgist ï Sarah Vonhof 
 

Aug 2 Worship for the Lordôs Day 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  Sacrament of the Lordôs Supper (come forward) 
  Report on Youth Mission Trip and Korea Partnership Youth Trip 
  Liturgist ï Norman Hatt 
 

Aug 9 Worship for the Lordôs Day 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Liturgist ï Chris Harrison 
 

Aug 16 Worship for the Lordôs Day 20th  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  Liturgist ï Barbara Morison  
 

Aug 23 Worship for the Lordôs Day   21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
 Liturgist ï Linda Hickok   
 

Aug 30   Worship for the Lordôs Day 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Liturgist ï Jim Gutelius 
 

Sept 6 Worship for the Lordôs Day 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Sacrament of the Lordôs Supper (come forward) 
 Liturgist ï Maurine McTyre-Watts 

 

 
Welcome our Guest Preacher for July 26:  Rev. Gerald Platz 
Gerry has served the Westminster Church in Albany, New York for 6 years, the Stone 
Presbyterian Church in Clinton, New York for 24 years, and for the last 11 years he has served as 
in interim pastorates in New York and New Jersey.  He received his Masters of Divinity degree 
from McCormick Seminary in Chicago and his Bachelorôs degree from Maryville College (Tenn).  
He is married with three children and one grandchild.  
 
 
 
 



Worship and Spiritual Life 
 

Workcamp Day of Prayer, July 9th  
The eight UCF youth and three leaders who are participating in this yearôs Reach Workcamp 
(http://reachwc.org/) in Niagara Falls will be commissioned in worship on June 28th.  Niagara 
Falls is best known for the beautiful and magnificent waterfalls that plummet from 180 feet high. 
Although the area is known for its tourism because of the 10 million visitors it attracts per year, 
there is also poverty in the city and many individuals and families have been ñleft out of the 
loop.ò  Reach workcampers will work at sites where there is an obvious need - either the home 
is in need of repairs or the resident physically can not complete needed repairs.  UCF has been 
asked by Reach Workcamps to pray for the program on Friday of their week, which will be July 
9th for UCF.  Other churches participating in the workcamp are praying on other days.  Join your 
community in prayer, wherever you are.  The prayer requests include:  
¶ upholding the community and people whose homes they repair, that they will recognize 
Jesus as the reason they are helping them;  

¶ the workcampers, youth and adults, that they will catch the spirit of serving others and want 
to make it their lifestyle;  

¶ and the work projects and repairs they make to the homes, that they will be able to complete 
them safely in a week.   
 

Word to the Children - There will be a time for Word with the Children each Sunday this 

summer. Children of all ages are welcome to come down front!    
Volunteers needed:  If youôd like to give the Word, please contact Jackie Meyer. 
 

 

Summer worship ï 9:25 AM June 28th through September 13th  
 There are several opportunities for people to be involved in ñone-timeò offerings   
of musical ensembles throughout the summer.  Take a look below and see how   
you might be involved in summer music and sign up!  I look forward to seeing you!    
Rehearsals are in the cool choir room downstairsé. 
 

Womenôs Chorus ï August 2   
The Womenôs Chorus sings in worship on Sunday, Aug. 2.  You donôt have to be 

in the choir to join us; all ages, are invited to join! Just let me know that you are coming and Iôll 
have music ready.  Call the church office to sign up by Tuesday, July 28th or email Alice Hatt.    
Rehearsal will be Wednesday, July 29 at 7:15 p.m. in the choir room.  
 

Summer Handbells -  August 9   
The Summer Handbells (youth and adult ringers) will rehearse on Wednesday, 
August 5 at 7 PM to play in worship on Sunday August 9th.  Please sign up! 
 

Menôs Chorus ï August 16  
Join our men of the church - youth and adults - to sing in worship on Sunday, August 16!  There 
will be a rehearsal on Wednesday, August 12th at 7:15 p.m. in the choir room. Please let me 
know of your interest. Contact the church office by Tues. August 11th or email Alice Hatt.   
 

Garden Flowers for the Communion Table - Flowers in your garden may be abundant 

this summer ï you are invited to sign up to bring some garden flowers for the Communion table 
in worship!  (See the Flower Chart by Fellowship Hall or contact Marti Vasiliades) 
 

Alice Dickerson Hatt, Minister of Music & Worship, Jackie Meyer, Worship & Spiritual Life Chair 

http://reachwc.org/


 
 

Summer Youth Events!! 
 
 
 
 
 

June:  28      Youth Mission Trip & Korea trip commissioning during worship. 
 

July:  5-11  REACH Mission Trip to Niagara Falls, NY 
REACH Mission trip attendees: 
Matt & Drew Craft, Sam Graniero, Toni and Kaitlyn Hines, Sarah Ketcham,  
Ellen Sweder, Katya Waters, Jim & Karen Gutelius and Victoria King. 

 

23-31 Presbytery Trip to Korea 
Korea Trip attendees: 
Drew Craft, Sam Graniero, Ellen Sweder, Susie Spencer 

 

Aug: 2  Youth Mission Trip & Korea trip response during morning service 
 

Keep the Youth Mission Trip and Korea Trip participants in your prayers and thoughts. 
 

We will be having another summer event i.e. go carts, water fun, camping overnight. 
The times dates and final decisions are to be determined. Watch for email updates! 
 

Congratulations to the Seeker Class of 2009 on your confirmation. 
Kaitlyn Elizabeth DeHority, McKenna Lynn Everding, Kaitlin Allison Hines, Sarah Louise 
Ketcham, Ellen Lommel Sweder, Katya Ann Waters, Lyn Watts  
 

Thank you Seeker Mentors and Teachers! 
Bob Craft, Lorraine Dimon, Shelly Everding, Jackie Meyer, Janet Press, Jim Spencer, Jim 
Watts,  Diane Brundage, and Kevin Sweder 
 

Be sure to read the Seekersô Faith Statements that are posted on the bulletin board 
across from Beard Lounge.  They are both interesting and enlightening. 
 

 

YOUTH ñTO DO ò LIST FOR THIS SUMMER:  
Play hard, rest easy, laugh a lot, eat fresh, read from the Bible, listen to music, 

attend something artistic, enjoy life, recuperate en ergy, learn something new, 

read a book or two, make a new friend, pray for blessings and concerns, do 

something for someone else, be kind to your self, try new foods, be kind to your 

friends, appreciate and care for the earth, try a new activity, be kind t o your 

family, exchange a bad habit for a good habit, know you are loved, attend a 

Sunday service while away and attend UCFôs Sunday service when you are in 

town.  
 

Create like God. Command like a King. Work like a slave.  
 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Victoria King, Director of Youth Ministries 



 
Whatôs Up from Down Under 

 

Sharing and Caring  
by the Young People of United Church 

 

Have a great summer! See you in September! 
September 13 - Welcome Back Sunday 

September 20 ï 2009-2010 Sunday School Begins 
 

 
 

 
   

I look up at your macro-skies, dark and enormous, 
 
   your handmade sky-jewelry, 
 
  Moon and stars mounted in their settings. 
 
   Then I look at my micro-self and wonder, 
 
  Why do you bother with us? 
 
   Why take a second look our way? 
 
      Psalm 8: 3-4 

From The Message  
      by Eugene H. Peterson 
 
 
 

EMPOWERED BY THE SPIRIT. . . 
Energy of spirit and body abounded as over twenty-five kids and their 
friends gathered to play and create their way to an understanding of 
Pentecost at the BIBLEMANIA 2009: Pentecost Power for first through 
seventh graders.  Dinner in a desert tent, hands tracing the fire of the Spirit, 
creativity unleashed in art and play. It was an awesome time exploring 
Godôs gift of the Spirit to us.   

 
Special thanks to: Martha Ketcham, Wendy and David Van Slyke, Sonia Hartmann, Scott 
and Gloria Manuel, Jim Spencer for leadership and Sarah Ketcham, Sandy Mason, Barb 
Dugan and all the other parents for many helping hands. 
 
 

Summer is here!  

Enjoy, explore and discover.  
Delight in Godôs creation and in what He is calling you to be . . .  

 
 
 

    Submitted by Judy Spencer, Director of Children’s Ministries 



FINANCIAL INFORMATION  
 
Financial statistics for the month of April and May 2009 are as follows: 
 
This chart shows real dollars 
 

 April May Year to Date 

Income $16,997. $22,788. $111,019. 

Expenses $24,602. $20,554 $114,151. 

Difference $(7,605.) $2,234. $(3,132.) 

 
April income was well behind expenses by more than $7,600, while May income was ahead of 
expenses by more than $2,200.  For the year income is behind expenses by more than $3,100.  
This is NOT a good way to start the summer. 
 
This chart shows pledge and plate income as a percent of the yearly budget 
 

 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 

January 10.29% 11.72% 9.61% 7.5% 7.5% 8.2% 

February 9.64% 6.16% 7.11% 6.39% 6.51% 9.07% 

March 6.54% 6.77% 6.26% 6.66% 7.97% 6.72% 

April 6.32% 11.14% 8.02% 10.58% 7.59% 10.23% 

May 9.09% 6.21% 5.39% 6.28% 7.66% 7.65% 

June  10.25% 7.63% 5.51% 5.70% 5.40% 

July  5.77% 8.79% 7.65% 8.69% 5.63% 

August  5.61% 5.33% 4.86% 5.85% 6.37% 

September  10.06% 7.92% 7.23% 7.65% 8.21% 

October  5.98% 8.36% 9.08% 8.65% 11.68% 

November  9.61% 7.28% 7.88% 8.94% 5.22% 

December  11.63% 11.84% 14.76% 8.72% 13.63% 

Year to date 41.88% 100.92% 93.52% 94.42% 91.48% 97.98% 
 

The above chart compares pledge and plate giving as a percent of the budgeted amount for the 
year. If income was steady throughout the year and met projections, we would expect to see 
numbers at about 42 percent through May, so we are right on track in this category. 
 

Submitted by Bob Craft, Asst. Treasurer 
 

 
KEEP YOUR PLEDGE UP! 
 

Summer is here! Many of us take vacations and enjoy the beautiful weather of the season.  Church 
expenses, however, do not take a vacation. Salaries must still be paid, the utility companies still want 
their money, and other bills are generated as the church is prepared for the fall season. 
 
Please donôt forget your pledge during the summer months.  Feel free to pay ahead, if you wish, or to 
mail your pledge to the church or drop it off during the week. 
 

 
Thanks for your cooperation and support of church programs! 

 



 
Congregational Care Committee 
 

How about some GOOD News???   

Your Congregational care team is encouraging the congregation to share their blessings in 
the newsletter! Folks love to read about graduations, family reunions, exciting travels, births 
of children/grandchildren, new employment, awards, visits with relocated prior members, etc. 
that occur in our church family.  Please email or call Linda Hickok with these tidbits and she'll 
get them in print! 

 
For seniorsé 

 

Serving our Seniors, óSOSô  
is a volunteer based program that provides grocery shopping, basic errands and transportation 

to medical appointments.  To volunteer or to have services provided, contact:  
 

Syracuse Jewish Family Service 
4101 East Genesee Street 

Syracuse, NY  31214 
Phone  445-0820 X805 

Fax  445-0859 

 
Stirpe secures grant to aid senior transport  (from the Eagle Bulletin) 

 

Assemblyman Al Stirpe (D-North Syracuse) announced that he secured a $15,000 grant for a 
senior transportation program run by CENTRO. The funding was included as part of the 2009-10 
state budget. 
 
ñThis is an important program that provides local seniors with transportation to medical 
appointments, shopping and social activities,ò Stirpe said.  ñI urge any senior who needs a ride to 
the doctor, or the grocery store or to visit family, to take advantage of this free program.ò 
 
Last year, Stirpe secured a $10,000 grant for the Senior Transportation Program that paid for 
500 individual trips.  This year, the funding will pay for approximately 750 individual trips.  The 
program services more than 50 individuals, many of whom live in areas not covered by public 
transportation. 
 
ñItôs a lifesaver since I have not been able to drive since last October,ò said Dolores ñPollyò 
Cadwell, a retired teacher from the North Syracuse School District who uses the service.  
ñSocially, I need to get out.  This program allows me to do that.ò   
 
The program services eligible seniors, 65 years and older.  Under the program, local seniors can 
receive up to three round-trip rides or six one-way trips per month and although there is no set 
fare, donations are accepted to keep the program running. 
 
To learn more about the program or to schedule a ride, visit centro.org/Senior Transportation ï 
Program.aspx or call 442-3420. 

 

     Submitted by Cindy Rosbrook, co-chair of Congregational Care  
 

 



 

 
 

UCF's ñHARVEST MARKETò at ñFAYETTEVILLE FIRSTò 
Saturday, September 26th (9/27-rain date) 

  

As we have the past two years, United Church will join with other groups from Fayetteville for this 
now-annual celebration of the Village's nonprofit, volunteer entities.  UCF will have a tent at Beard 
Park which will offer information on UCF and house our "Harvest Market".   
 

Begin planning your involvement in this event--plan to make pickles, applesauce, baked goods, 
candy, jelly, etc. (snack-sized offerings were also very well-received last year); provide crafts, 
plants...; staff the booth for a portion of the day (sign-up sheets will appear closer to the date).  If 
questions to ask/ideas and creativity to offer, Cindy Burke will be delighted to hear from you! 

 

 

Memorial Garden Renovations Your Memorial Garden 

Renovation Committee has been hard at work, meeting almost every 
other week to execute this exciting project.   Some details of the plan 
were modified for cost and ease of installation.  However, we will be 
maintaining the big plan of having two large raised beds with surrounding 
shorter beds.  The shorter beds will be called the Childrenôs Garden, and 
planted by them (under supervision) each year.   We have people 
researching the use of plants with biblical names or of biblical 
significance in this space. We will continue to use the cantilevered 
umbrellas and an all weather table in the center of the garden once the 
pavers are in place.  

 
Donations of time will be needed for clearing weeds and leveling the area, laying retaining wall bricks, 
and laying pavers, so watch for sign- up sheets.  Donations of money can be made as a general gift or 
towards the purchase of specific items. We will be making our needs of specific items known as they 
arise so as to provide the opportunity to contribute a concrete item.  All money donations should be sent 
to the Memorials Committee and clearly labeled as use for the Memorial Garden Renovation Fund.  If 
your gifts are in memory of or honor of someone, please include their name.  A plaque will be 
commissioned to list donors (if desired) along with specific memorials or honorariums. Also, check out 
our photo page on the UCF website to chart progress.   
 

 

Julie Higgins – Memorial Garden Project Chair 

 

 

Tabitha Women cordially invite all women to an International Pot-

luck Evening, Wednesday, September 23, beginning at 6:30 PM.  We 
will enjoy homemade international food from 6:30 - 7:30 followed by a 45 
minute presentation about Kenya by our own Sally Short. Mark your 
calendars now and call Cindy Rosbrook to claim the country from 
which you will be bringing a representative dish to share. 

 
 



     

Fun Fall Fundraiser !!                         
 Saturday, November 14, 2009 

Save the Date! 
Spaghetti Dinner, Basket Raffle  

& Silent Auction 
 

UCF will again sponsor a spaghetti dinner, with raffle and silent 
auction, to raise funds for our ministry and missions on 
November 14th.  Hereôs your chance to put on your thinking 
caps for a product or service you might donate like: babysitting, 
a gourmet dinner, a weekend at your camp, cookies for a 
college student, two desserts, tutoring, an afternoon of sailing, a yard clean-up, tickets to a symphony, 
play, basketball or football game, etc. and/or a theme basket you can design this summer like: golf, 
chocolate, tea, gardening, childrenôs books, wine, movie night out, etc. We know UCF folks are creative!!!  
 

A silent auction will be held in Womenôs Lounge and the hallway. Expensive gift baskets, offered services 
from congregants, goods and gift certificates donated by local merchants will be displayed with sheets 
designating a starting bid.  Should you have a favorite restaurant, merchant or place of business you 
frequent, and would like to ask for a donation, there will be official letters available in the office for you to 
do so. Please advise UCF member and Development Committee member, Mike Dugan 
(mtdugan@esf.edu/637-2270), of your contact so we donôt duplicate your request with our team of 
ñsolicitorsò who will be approaching local businesses.  
 

It would be terrific for each family to develop one basket to donate for the eveningôs festivities to make 
this a success.  Last year, people were especially generous with their gifts of time, talent and treasure!  
Best of all, many guests attended with our members, had fun & complimented UCF on being great hosts!  
 

Other Development Committee members are: Gail Sandle (gsandle@twcny.rr.com or 637-8852), Beth 
Krauss (brkrauss@verizon.net or 637-1215) and Gloria Manuel (sgmanuel@twcny.rr.com or 446-3930).   
Feel free to contact any of them with event recommendations, your basket and silent auction ideas or 
questions.  Thank you in advance for your participation in this ñfood, fun and fellowshipò event! 
 
 

Board Highlights  -  June 2009  
 

Keeping its commitment to the congregation to guide UCF in more closely aligning its ministry and 
mission with the congregationôs available human and financial resources, The Board has spent two 
Saturdays engaged in strategic planning under the guidance of a consultant and graduate students from 
the Maxwell School.  The Board wrestled with long-term questions about effective Board, committee and 
staff structure, and financial limits in a small and vital congregation, all with an eye to a UCFôs future of 
enhanced mission, membership stability and growth, and fiscal responsibility that provides us for greater 
flexibility and strength in an ever-changing world.  The Board worked hard, and was able to come to 
some conclusions.  Sub-groups have been assigned work projects in these areas and will report to the 
Board at its August meeting. The service has been at no cost to the church and the leadership has been 
very useful and effective.  A thank you will be going to Catherine Gerard and her students for their work 
with us. 
 

The Board voted to change the membership status of Sarah Short from inactive to active.  We welcome 
Sarah back into full membership. 
 

Julie Higgins gave a full report on the design of the new Memorial Garden which will be beautiful when 
completed.  She is working with a committee of 10. Much work on this project is being donated and will 
be a beautiful memorial to those for whom money has been donated to the Memorial Fund.  Stu 
Woodcock reported the work is planned to be complete by September.   

  

mailto:mtdugan@esf.edu/637-2270
mailto:gsandle@twcny.rr.com
mailto:brkrauss@verizon.net
mailto:sgmanuel@twcny.rr.com


 Submitted by Gail Sandle, Clerk 

Many, many thanks to Jim Spencer, the Syracuse University 
Brass Ensemble and the many donors and volunteers who helped 
raise $1700 for the ministry and missions of our church at the May 
pops concert !! 
 

Kudos to Penny Appleby , Marti Vasiliades and the 
Committee on Stitches , along with their team of Attic 

Treasure workers, who tirelessly helped organize, set up, 

price, hostess, and then pack up and take away goods, 

raising $2100  for UCFôs ministries and missions!  Thank 

you to all helpers and to all donors and purchasers of their 

treasures!  

 
With sincere appreciation: 
 

To our Sunday School Teachers: 
Diane Brundage 
Barb Dugan 
Shelly Everding 
Sarah Given 
Brenda Hines 

Martha Ketcham 
Victoria King 
Bonnie Lang 
Sarah McCoubrey 
Pam OôMalley 

Cheryl Schmidt 
Marcia Short 
Judy Spencer 
Kevin Sweder 
Wendy VanSlyke 

 

To our Adult Ed Teachers: 
Denny Baldwin 
Alice Borning 
Carl Borning 
Mwelwa Bwalya 
Fred Davey 
Kimberly Doto 
Linda Even 

Alice Hatt 
Norman Hatt 
David Johnson 
Joseph Julian 
Marjorie Julian 
Lori Lommel 
Douglas Merchant 

Betsy Nash 
Dave Sandle 
Gail Sandle 
Lorraine Schmidt 
Lois Spitzer 
Joseph Steiner 
Jim Watts 

 

To our Choir Leaders: 
Cherub Choir:  Judy Spencer and Wendy VanSlyke  
Childrenôs Choir: Donna OôByrne and Jim Spencer 
Youth Choir: Sul Young Choi and Alice Hatt 
Joyful Sign Choir: Barbara Morison 
UC Choir and Adult Handbells:  Alice Hatt 

 

 
Many thanks to all who helped make our June's "Worship and Picnic in the Park" such a 
huge success!  It was an absolutely perfect weather day, and there was an abundance of great 
food.  Mill Run Park was a beautiful setting to reflect upon its beauty and the environment we 
were so fortunate to enjoy.  Many thanks to Jackie Meyer and the Worship & Spiritual Life 
Committee for coordinating the service and to Kathy Clay for coordinating the picnic, with 
special assistance from Mary Chamberlain, and many others on the Fellowship Committee. 

 

Cayuga Syracuse Presbytery Restructures 
 

The Member Congregations of the Presbytery of Cayuga Syracuse received a June 16 letter from Elder 
Dan DeBrucker, Moderator of the Coordinating Council, about impending changes in the structure of the 



Presbytery.  Portions of the letter are printed below and the full text is posted on the bulletin board 
outside the church office.   

 

“Through out this year, and a couple years prior, the Coordinating Council has been carefully examining 
the operations and the effectiveness of the Presbytery ... Our Mission Action Plan (MAP), adopted by the 
Presbytery, has challenged us to review our policies on staffing, and to create a balanced budget that will 
allow the Presbytery to continue serving our congregations in mission... In January 2009, the 
Coordinating Council recommended to the Presbytery a plan to engage a Staffing Rationale Task Force.  
The charge of the Task Force was to examine the current paid and volunteer staff positions, in 
comparison to our neighboring presbyteries and throughout the denomination.  The Task Force 
suggested this information be passed out to our Clergy and Commissioners to the Presbytery for review 
and to allow a chance for listening and discussion.  Later in May, at our Presbytery meeting, the 
recommendations were read, discussion was held and the Presbytery voted to adopt the 
recommendations...Change is always difficult.  The recommendations included moving to a different 
model of leadership in our Presbytery, initially requiring particular skills in moving organizations through 
transition.  The Staffing Rationale Task Force is continuing to meet, and will be bringing 
recommendations regarding staffing the Presbytery office.  Discussions with neighboring presbyteries 
about ways to share resources also continue. In October 2009 we will be saying goodbye to our brother 
the Rev. David Johnson, as we begin a new chapter in the direction of the Presbytery.  David has been a 
valuable person in our Presbytery for over a decade, and represented us well...  More information will be 
forthcoming about the presbytery-wide celebration of David’s ministry with us, as we say “thank you...’” 
 

As you can see, these changes in the Presbytery, also have great impact on the Johnsons, a family 
active in our congregation.  Let us be supportive prayerfully and with whatever means we can as Barb, 
Amy and David negotiate these changes.  
 

in faith, 
 
 
Linda     

 

 
From the Search Committee for the Director of Music Ministries :  
 
The search committee is currently reviewing several promising resumes 

and will soon be conducting interviews and auditions.    
 

Please keep the members and process in your prayers as we seek Godôs 

guidance.  

 
Scott Manuel, Chair  

Linda Raymond , Secretary  

Sul - Young Choi  

Martha Ketcham  
Jim Spencer  

Dr. Even, ex - officio  

  

 



Church Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday 9:00 AM ï 3:00 PM 
  

September Newsletter Materials Due ï Friday, August 21st 
Your promptness is always greatly appreciated! 

 
 
A HUGE Thank you to ALL who help me in countless ways in the office!  
 

To: Dottie Biven, who is still recovering at home, but we hope will be back soon; Nancy 
Schiffhauer, who is here each and every Friday to collate bulletins; Mary Jane Woodcock, 
who quietly and joyfully gives so much to me and to the church; Colleen Bish, Lori Lommel, 
and Lorina Mpinga, who assist with newsletter assembly and many special mailings; Scott and 
Gloria Manuel, who are always willing to help out with almost anything; Barbara Johnson, who 
has mastered the “occasionally tempermental” office equipment and fills in for my vacations; 
Bob Craft for his dedication to the computer network; and the countless hours he spends 
backing up the system, installing new software, creating invoices, and unraveling the many 
mysteries of the electronic world; and to the UC Staff and Board members for their cooperation 
in always making it all come together! 
 

A quote that a very wise woman (Lorraine Schmidt) recently gave me: 
 “Volunteers are unpaid, not because they are worthless, but because they are priceless.” 
 
You are all priceless and I value your gifts!  THANKS so much!!   
 

Lisa  

 
Web News  
Changes will be coming to the UCF Website (www.theucf.org).  Weôll be doing some updating, 
and adding some new and temporary pages for projects and events.  There will be before, 
during and after pictures of the Memorial Garden Renovation Project and possibly a new page 
with information about issues relating to Creation Care. 
 

Also new will be the addition of pictures of UCF events.  The UCF Board, at a recent meeting, 
decided that, in line with many school policies, pictures of our youth and children (anyone less 
than 18) will not be put on the website without parental consent.  If you as an adult, do not wish 
to have your picture on our website, please send an email to ucf@twcny.rr.com and that 
information will be noted. 
 

Chris Harrison 

 
Building Security  

If you are a key-holder please be certain to lock the kitchen door behind you when you enter the 
building and double check that it is locked when you leave.  Members without keys will be 
admitted by the administrative assistant.  Simply ring the buzzer at either the kitchen or middle 
(handicap) door for admittance.  Please be mindful and keep valuables in your possession at 
ALL TIMES when in the building.   
 
 
 

 

mailto:ucf@twcny.rr.com


Please Welcome our new United Church members! 
 

Seekers of 2009 
Welcome new United Church members, received into membership by confirmation on May 17th: 
 
Katya Ann Waters, Ellen Lommel Sweder, Sarah Louise Ketcham, Kaitlin Allison Hines, 
McKenna Lynn Everding,Lyn Watts, and Kaitlyn Elizabeth DeHority 

 

 
Welcome to the Hortonôs  
Please be sure to welcome new UCF members Jim and Shar Horton!  The Hortons recently 
moved to Fayetteville from Kirkville.  They have two children, Brent and Jamie.  Jim is self 
employed as a manufacturerôs rep and Shar is a retired teacher from the Jamesville-DeWitt 
School District.  They love to spend time during the summer at their seasonal home in the 
Adirondacks.   
 
 
 
 
Please contact Dr. Even if you would like more information on becoming a member of the  
United Church. 

 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR COLLEGE GRADUATES!!! 
 

Matthew Abbott 
Matthew James Abbott, son of Tom and Lorie Abbott, and th grandson of 
Marjorie Devoy graduated from the Whitman School of Management at 
Syracuse University. 
 

Lindsey Ensher  
Lindsey Ensher graduated from Nazareth College on Saturday, May 9

th
 

with a BA degree.  While at Nazareth, she was an honor student, 
majoring in history and earning four certifications in regular and special 

education, Grades 1 through 9.  As a student at Nazareth, Lindsey earned the distinction of attaining 
membership in three honor societies:  Phi Eta Sigma (the Freshmen Honor Society), Phi Alpha 
Theta (the History Honor Society), and Pi Gamma Mu (the International Honor Society in the Social 
Sciences). Beginning this summer, she will attend Syracuse University as a full-time Master’s 
Degree student in the Inclusive Program on Severe and Multiple Disabilities, and also work part-time 
in a local inclusive preschool program.    

 

David Kim 
David Kim graduates with a Master of Arts in Performance Practice from the Graduate School of 
Arts and Sciences, Harvard University.  The title of his masters thesis is "Hairpins and Notation as 
Metaphor".  He will be working at Harvard University next year as a teaching fellow. 

 

If your graduate is not listed, please contact the office and we will be happy to 
include them in the next newsletter! 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hospitality through Building Use and Care 
Our building is a treasure to us and a resource for the community.  Whenever we use a space, whether 
for church events or community activities, let us be sure to leave the space as we would wish to find 
it. Unless given other instructions by the Church Office, please return the space to the way you found it. 
Pay special attention to the floors, mopping up any spills and sweeping when finished.  
 
If the space is not as you expect it to be when you arrive, notify the Church Office so we can do 
appropriate follow up.  In this way, we can all enjoy our building and make it a welcoming place for 
congregation and community alike. 
 

~Are you interested in eating food that is produced locally?  
 

We have an opportunity to participate with Madison Bounty (a food co -
operative sponsored by Madison County Co-operative Extension Service), to 
order food which is grown, raised and/or prepared locally. There are fresh 
vegetables and fruits in season, baked goods, milk, cheese, meats and other 
items. Our church could be a drop-off/pick -up place for church members and 
our neighbors in the community, ordering weekly or monthly or whenever 
there is a large enough order. 
 

More info about what food is available:  www.madisonbounty.com  
 
Interested?   Contact Lori Lommel or Betsy Nash  

http://www.madisonbounty.com/


 
United Church Congregational Care Ministry 

Part of each memberôs ministry is to respond to the needs and hurts of others through 
prayer and other acts of caring.  We also lift up joys and celebrations and offer 
thanksgiving to God for births, birthdays, anniversaries and other milestones in 
membersô lives.  To update this list please contact Cindy Rosbrook or Barbara Johnson. 
 

 

 
IN BEREAVEMENT:  to Jim & Ann Chu upon the recent death of 

Jimôs brother, Ed. 
 

to the family of Janet Schaefer upon the May 8
th

 death of her 
father, Eugene Biven in Wisconsin. 
 

to the family of Francis (Ike) and Helen Osborne, who both 
passed away recently.  Helen was a member of United Church 
and passed away on May 5, 2009 and Ike passed away on 
June 20, 2009. 
 

to Michael and Sarah McCoubrey Olmsted and their family, 
upon the death of Mikeôs mother, Patricia Olmsted.  
 

IN CELEBRATION:   
with Shelby Schaefer & Jeffrey Cousineau on their May 2, 
2009 marriage.  Shelby is a UCF member, the daughter of 
Janet Schaefer, and the granddaughter of Dottie Biven.  
 

With Rev. David Johnson on the 36
th

 anniversary of his 
ordination! 
 

with Joanne Birge and her family upon the birth of grandson 
Alexander Lewis Birge, born on May 28, 2009 to Jonathan 
Birge and his wife, Michele Hacker, from Cambridge, MA. 
 

for the recent birth of Carley May Dimon, new great 
granddaughter of Erwin and Lorraine Dimon. 
 

for the birth of Abigail Elizabeth Quinn Sharpe, who was born 
on May 11 to Laurel (Hatt) and Geoff Sharpe, and big sister 
Madeleine.  Grandparents are Norm & Alice Hatt. 
 

OUR HOMEBOUND: 
Helen Brown (James Square)  
Avis Clintsman (Wynwood #280) 
Marcia Ehlers (Wynwood #127) 
Helen Jean Krathwohl (at home) 
Frances Lee Muckley (Wynwood #116) 
Ruth Law (Sunnyside Adult Home E-3) 
Margory Sweetser (Home for Adults) 
 

ILL AND RECOVERING: 
Heather Applegarth Tracey Kuhns 
Dottie Biven   Barbara McKean 
David Hartman  Judy Richardson 
Bruce Hotchkiss  Iona Ries  
James Horton   Karen Twichell 

Betty Wilson 
 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES: 
09  Doug & Lynn Scharbach 
13  David & Gail Sandle 
16  David & Deborah Bender 
17  Jim & Karen Gutelius 
18  Bob Craft & Beth Krauss 
 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES: 
03  Richard & Diane Brundage 
09  Daniel & Tracey Kuhns 
10  Dan & Ingrit Hatt 
17  James & Julie Higgins 
21  Adrian Dunuwila & Eileen Emerson 
21  Scott & Gloria Manuel 

 
 

JULY BIRTHDAYS: 
04  Diane Brundage, Beth Krauss 
06  Marjorie Mahony, Ellen Sweder 
08  Furaha Mpinga 
09  Kaitlin Hines, Matthew Willyard 
14  Thomas Kohler 
17  Drew Craft, Kim Wenke 
21  Leanne Larson 
24  David DeHority 
29  Jaqueline Meyer 
30  Deborah Bender 
 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS: 
02  Richard Blumenthal,  Mary Jane Woodcock 
03  Mwelwa Bwalwa,  Eileen Emerson 
04  Karen Gutelius 
05  Carl Borning, Kimberly Ensher, Swain Junko 
      Gillian Knafelc & Gloria Manuel 
07  Maurine McTyre-Watts, Kyle Sutliff 
09  Stephen Kuhns 
10  Stu Woodcock 
13  Abby Parmenter 
15  Sue Boland 
18  Christine Courtney, David Johnson 
19  Hannah Ketcham 
20  Susanne Spencer 
21  Jenna Boland 
23  Judy Spencer 
24  Christopher Rosbrook, Jim Watts 
28  Mwalula Bwalya 
 

PRAYERS FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS: 
Barbara Burgess ï friend of Barb McKean 
Ed Campbell ï Barb McKeanôs friend 
Bill Chamberlin- Tracey Kuhnsô cousin 
Camdyn Cross - D. & G. Sandleôs granddaughter 
Michael Dailey ïfriend of Barb McKean 
Joy Englehart ï former UCF member 
Flo Florek ï friend of Lori Lommel & Kevin Sweder  
Tom Groff - D. and B. Clarkôs son-in-law 
Andrew Harkins - Diane Brundageôs brother 
Dave & Ruth Hill - M.J. Woodcockôs cousin 
Nancy Hines - Brad Hinesô mother 
Jane Roche King & family ïSarah Givenôs daughter in 
lawôs family 
Jane LaFever ï friend of Betsy Nash 
Kent & Karen Maynard - L. Scharbachôs brother & sister-in-law  
Anne Perry - Gay Burchôs mother 
Robin Regni  - Irene Regniôs daughter 
Cherie Riggs - wife of Randy Riggs, former Associate United 
Church pastor 
Sean - Diane Brundageôs friend 
Ralph Sandle ï Dave  Sandleôs father 
Ruth Schwiebert ï Joanne Birgeôs mother 
Troops in Iraq and Afghanistan 
 



PASTORAL EMERGENCIES:   
In a pastoral emergency, please call the church office at 315-
637-3186.  If it is outside office hours, please be sure to leave 
a message on Dr. Evenôs voice mail (ext. 104), and call her 
home as well 315-445-3002.  



 

 

The United Church Staff: 
Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Linda D. Even 
Minister of Music & Worship:  Alice Dickerson Hatt 
Director of Childrenôs Ministries:  Judy Spencer 
Director of Youth Ministries:  Victoria King 
Administrative Assistant:  Lisa Minutoli 
Board Moderator:  David DeHority 
Treasurer:  Scott Manuel 
Assistant Treasurer:  Robert Craft 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Regular Church Office Hours are Tuesday ï Friday 9:00 AM ï 3:00 PM 
Summer Worship 9:25 AM ï Child Care is provided! 

Fellowship follows worship. 
 

Please submit your September newsletter articles to the church office by August 21. 

 
Have a happy and safe summer! 
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