
UNITED CHURCH NEWS                                         DECEMBER/JANUARY 2011 

“A community of faith providing nurture, strength, & direction for living today in God’s world.” 
 
   

 

FOR THIS NEWSLETTER, 
WE NEED REFRIGERATOR MAGNETS 

 
In this issue, there is a calendar for Advent, including holiday 
worship and special events that carries us beyond the New 
Year.  It provides a handy overview of things to come.  Take a 
few moments to look at it, not only to be sure that you are able 
to participate in old favorites, but to look for one new thing for 
your household to experience over the next few months.  
  
All of these activities also offer opportunities for short-term 
commitments to the ministry of the church.  We live busy lives, 

and the upcoming months are busy inside and outside the church. But there is no better way to 
feel good about ourselves, our faith and our service than by being there and being part of 
something bigger than ourselves. 
 
In the recent new member class, when asked why folks were making the commitment to join, while 
they had many reasons, every single person indicated the friendliness and warmth of the 
congregation as a reason. One day, one morning, one evening or one event commitment can help 
us connect with one another and continue to sustain and strengthen the relationships that make 
this church vital and supportive.  Let‘s not deprive ourselves of the chance to have our spirits 
nourished in the ways available to us.      
 

Put the schedule on the refrigerator, so it will be available every day.   
 
Also in this newsletter is the brochure for an exciting education event beginning in the new year— 
a community–wide offering designed to help us create a sense of personal, spiritual and relational 
well-being.  Most of us make formal or informal New Year‘s resolutions about the ways we want to 
balance our lives and increase our sense of fulfillment.  Read the brochure to see what appeals to 
you/your household and in what ways ―Choosing Well-Being: Cultivating Enthusiastic Living‖ might 
support your goals.    
 

Put the brochure on the refrigerator as encouragement 
and reminder of good things to come.   

    

Oh yes, in addition to two refrigerator magnets, we may need stamps or a pen or a voice to invite 
our friends, schoolmates, neighbors and co-workers to share the riches we have here. 
   
In faith,  

 
 
 

Linda 
 



DECEMBER AND JANUARY EVENTS 
Sunday Worship 10:30am 
 

                                                   

Sun., Nov. 27, 1st Sunday of Advent    Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 We will continue our traditional practice of being called to worship by lighting the Advent wreath.  

Each Sunday, new members will lead us as the love of God emerges. 

       
Sun., Dec. 4, 2nd Sunday of Advent      Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

        Sacrament of  the Lord’s Supper 
        Food Collection for FM Community Outreach 
        UCF Choir:  “O Come To Set Us Free” by McDonald 

                                                                                   Intergenerational Handbell Choir: “This Is My Father’s World” 
        UCF Handbell Choir:  “Jubilate Noel” by M. Wilson  

   11:30 am   Cookie Walk in Fellowship Hall             
    7:00 pm    Advent Lessons and Carols with Fayetteville-Manlius Joint Choirs  

          and UCF Joyful Sign Choir at Immaculate Conception Church 
 

Sat., Dec. 10, 7:30 pm  Syracuse Vocal Ensemble  Christmas Pie Concert 

 
Sun. Dec. 11, 3rd Sunday of Advent     Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

        Reception of New Members  
        UCF Choir:  “The Yearning” by Craig Courtney 
        UCF Joyful Sign Choir 

      3:00 pm  Brass and Bells Concert, presented by the UCF Handbell Choir, conducted by Hugh Jones,  
and the Syracuse University Brass Ensemble, conducted by Jim Spencer.  This concert benefits 
Haiti and F-M Community Outreach.  

 

Wed., Dec. 14, 6:30 pm  Tabitha Women 
 

Fri. Dec. 16, 6:00 pm Youth Christmas Party at the McTyre-Watts’ house 

      
Sun., Dec. 18, 4th  Sunday in Advent    Lighting of the Advent Wreath  
                                                                                    Advent Drama by Church School 
              Children’s Choir:  “A Perfect Rose” by Ruth Elaine Schram  
              Dedication of the Christmas JOY Offering 

The Christmas JOY Offering benefits retired church workers of both the Presbyterian Church USA and American Baptist 
Churches, supplements their income and provides for emergency needs (particularly medical expenses).  Please make checks 
payable to United Church, Memo: JOY Offering. 

    11:30 am Christmas Social (Potluck) in Fellowship Hall 
                                  Followed by Caroling to homebound  

 
Sat., Dec. 24, Christmas Eve  

The Christmas Eve Envelope Offering received at both services will benefit the Samaritan Center, an interfaith effort in 
Syracuse to feed the homeless and men, women and children in need of Syracuse. 

   5:00 pm  Brand New Original Nativity – A Participative Pageant 
        This was Mary and Joseph’s first baby.  They sent out no invitations, but welcomed whoever came to celebrate with 
        them.  There was no rehearsal for that first Christmas.  It just happened.  In the 5 pm Christmas Eve service, our 
        telling of the Nativity Story will be as close to the original as we can make it.  There are no rehearsals and every child 
        who comes to  worship can choose the part they will play—cow, angel, sheep, shepherd, king or queen—and join in 
        the tableau.  Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus will be eagerly waiting to see who comes this year, as we sing familiar 
        carols and create a Brand New Original Nativity. 

       Intergenerational Bells:  “Ukrainian Bell Carol” by M. Leontovich, arr by Gregg Sewell 
       Vocal Solo by Lizzy Price 

 



   9:00 pm  Traditional Candlelight Service 
       UCF Handbell Choir:  “The Holly and the Ivy”  by Sandra Eithun and “Jubilate Noel” by M. Wilson 

                      UCF Choir:  “Carol of the Bells” M. Leontovich   
       UCF Choir:  “Christ We Do All Adore Thee” accompanied by Handbell Choir 

                      UCF Joyful Sign Choir:  “O Holy Night” by Adolph Adam, sung by Dan Fields 
                      Vocal Solo: “Christmas Lullaby”  by John Rutter, sung by soprano Marg Larsen 

   

Sun., Dec. 25, Christmas Day     Christmas Lessons and Carols 
(adult education, choir rehearsals and Sunday School will resume on Jan. 8)         
 
Sun.,  Jan. 1, New Year’s Day      Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
             Food Collection for FM Community Outreach 
 

Wed. Jan. 4,  7:00pm           Choosing Well-Being:  Cultivating Enthusiastic Living         
          Opening of Winter Education Series for Church & Community 
         Introduction and Overview 

 
Sun., Jan. 8, Baptism of our Lord- Celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism to Kate Welder and Colin Welder 

This is the day when the church tells the story of Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist.  The service is a celebration of the 
meaning and power of baptism and is therefore a day when UCF celebrates the sacrament of baptism.  If you or someone in 
your household hasn’t been baptized and you/they would like to be, please call Dr. Even to arrange a time to talk. 

             Adult education, choir rehearsals and Sunday School resume 
                              UCF Choir:  “How Long” by Pepper Choplin 
   (3:00 pm  Brass and Bells snow date) 
 

Wed. Jan. 11,  7:00pm          Choosing Well-Being:  Cultivating Enthusiastic Living  
            Module 1:  Choosing to Think        
 

Sat.,  Jan. 14, 7:30 pm          Steeple Coffeehouse Holiday Party in Fellowship Hall 
 
Sun., Jan 15, Second Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Wed. Jan. 18,  7:00pm           Choosing Well-Being:  Cultivating Enthusiastic Living 
             Module 1:  Choosing to Think      
 

Fri., Jan  20, 6-9 pm           Congregational Potluck/Game Night hosted by Children’s Committee    
 
Sun., Jan. 22, Third Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Wed. Jan. 25,  7:00pm           Choosing Well-Being:  Cultivating Enthusiastic Living 
               Module 2:  Mindful Living        
 

 Sat.,  Jan. 28, 7:30 pm           Steeple Coffeehouse with Isreal Hagan in Fellowship Hall 
 

Sun., Jan 29, Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



ADULT FORUM IN DECEMBER   
UCF is blessed to have members of our congregation who will shift our recent focus on social issues to the arts.  Don’t miss 
these three Sundays in December; they will enrich your Advent.  
 

December 4:  O Come Emmanuel:  A Hymn Tour of Advent 
The sounds of Christmas, in stores and malls, on radio and TV, are among the most powerful influences on us to 
focus on Christmas, rather than Advent. In worship we use the Advent lectionary scripture readings and hear 
beautiful and powerful prophetic visions from Isaiah about the wolf lying down with the lamb and God saying 
peace to those under oppression. We hear Jesus speaking of his second coming, and John the Baptist crying out 
to prepare and repent.  On this second Sunday of Advent, we will explore Advent hymns and hear recordings 
from around the world as we become more familiar with our rich heritage of Advent music. 
Presenter:  Alice Dickerson Hatt is a member of UCF who currently serves as 
a substitute organist and choir director.  She was employed for over 40 
years as a minister of music and worship, most recently for 18 years at UCF 
until fall of 2009. She is a member of the SU Oratorio Society, the Syracuse 
American Guild of Organists Executive Committee, and volunteers with the 
Center for New Americans sewing class.  
 

December 11:   
At the Feet of Mary; What an Artist Learns From Advent 
Art history is full of images from the story of Advent. Many of these 
paintings and drawings have provided rich instruction and inspiration 
for artists since they first appeared. Sarah McCoubrey will take you 
through a brief tour of some of these paintings as seen through an 
artist’s eye. 
Presenter:  Sarah McCoubrey is an artist whose primary work is in painting, 
specifically landscape painting. She teaches Painting and Drawing at 
Syracuse University where she is a Professor in the College of Visual and 
Performing Arts works primarily. She exhibits nationally and has received 
numerous awards for her work. She is represented by Locks Gallery in 
Philadelphia. You may view her work at http://sarahmccoubrey.com 
 

December 18:  Common Mistakes Amateur Photographers Make 
Since Civil War times, photography has recorded personal and historic events. This special interactive session is 
for everyone who wants to improve his or her holiday photos.  The first part of the forum, from 9:00–9:40, will 
feature our speaker’s suggestions for avoiding mistakes and making your pictures the best ever.  From 9:40 until 
10:20, participants will roam the church taking candid shots of the exciting activities and sights of the day:  the 
children downstairs preparing for the Christmas pageant, choir rehearsal, the decorations inside and outside the 
sanctuary…. The Christmas Social in Fellowship Hall following worship will provide another opportunity to 
document Advent 2011 at UCF.  Participants will choose some of the photos that pleased them the most and 
bring copies to church before January 6 so a collage can be created by Sunday January 8.  Please bring your 
camera (digital or film), a charged battery and, if applicable, an empty memory card.     
Presenter:  Barbara Dugan is a member of UCF who has been taking pictures since the age of 9 when her grandmother 
presented her with her first camera.  A graduate of FM, she has used her professional talents as a wedding photographer 
and a chronicler of other family functions.  She taught photography at Manlius Pebble Hill School for 16 years and is eager to 
provide us with technical and artistic insights….plus a few tricks of the trade.  
 

Looking forward to 2012:  a variety of topics, something for everyone.   
Watch your weekly e-mails for information.   

Music Ministry Notes 
 



Thank You Choir and Jim Spencer for “Gloria”.  It‘s always difficult to begin rehearsals of a major 
musical work so soon after an August vacation.  But judging by the recording (thanks Soon!) of Nov. 
13‘s worship of Antonio Vivaldi‘s ―Gloria‖ and from all of the heart-felt comments from the congregation – 
I think that all of the rehearsing for ―Gloria‖ paid off.   
 
     Choir – you are all great souls (and forgiving Christians) for putting up with my rehearsal rants over 
the past months--and for bringing yourselves to the extra Saturday morning rehearsals too!  I‘m sure that 
you all now know that you provided such a glorious gift of song The ―Gloria‖ Choir 
to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   
Kudos to you all!   
 
     Marg Larsen, Soon Park and Dan Fields – thank you so much for the solo and duet work.  I hope that 
you listened to the recording and realized how good your selections sounded!   
 
     Special thanks to brother Jim Spencer for doing another fine job of conducting.  All of us in choir 
thank you, Jim.  You‘re great.  And also thanks to Alice and Norm Hatt for joining us.  It was great having 
you back!  
 
      Alright – now that I‘ve got you all buttered up now, don‘t get too complacent – because beginning in 
January, we‘ll start rehearsals for the Rutter ―Requiem‖ which we‘ll be doing in the spring.  :o)    
                    
Sunday, 11 December, 3 p.m.:  Brass and Bells 
Jim Spencer has been practicing with the Brass and I have been practicing with the Bells for the 
presentation in our church‘s sanctuary.  Here is a sneak peak at the program so far: 
 

BELLS: 
The Arrival; A Fanfare    K. Wissinger 
The Holly and the Ivy    Sandra Eithun 
Jubilate Noel     M. Wilson 
Bells Heard Round the World   V. Stephenson 
 
BRASS: 
Nutcracker Suite                                       P.I. Tchaikovsky, arr. Phillip Sparke  
Christmas Joy                                           Jan De Haan  
Sleigh Ride                                               Leroy Anderson, arr. Ernest Tomlinson  
Barber of Seville Overture                        Gioacchino Rossini 
Overture to Le Corsaire                            Hector Berlioz, arr. Geoffrey Brand  
Christmas Variations                                Roland Kernan 
Canzona Septimi Toni                              Giovanni Gabrieli 
Largo (―Ombra mai fu‖ from Xerxes)        Georg Friedrich Händel, arr. Goff Richards  

 
 

Blessings!       <>< 
Hugh Jones,  
Director of Music Ministries 

 

 



Children’s Music Page 
 

Pageant Rehearsal Schedule:  All Saturdays Dec. 

3, Dec. 10, Dec. 17 from 10 am – 12 Noon.   
 

In addition to pageant songs on Sunday, Dec. 18, 

the Children’s Choir will also be doing: 

 

“A Perfect Rose” by Ruth Elaine Schram 
 

A perfect Rose is in bloom; from tender stem, from tender stem he has sprung; the Rose ever blooming. 
From Jesse’s line He has come as those of old, as those of old have sung; the rose ever blooming. 
The Rose is heaven’s treasure, sent down in December,  
December when half-spent was, when half-spent was the night. 
Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem, tender stem has sprung; the Rose e’er blooming,  
Of Jesse’s lineage coming as those of old, those of old have sung; the Rose e’er blooming. 
It came, a flower bright, amid the cold of winter, winter, when half-spent was the night. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

     On Wed., Nov. 9th, Bob Perrine was Grace Dugan’s special guest for the 
Veteran’s Day celebration at Mott Road Elementary School.  This was the second 
year Bob had attended.  After the children sing patriotic songs to the visiting Vets, 
they are invited to their hosts’ classroom to tell of their experience. 

 
   Bob was a pilot of a B-26 twin-engine bomber  (Marauder).   
He was responsible for flying with a group of men to Europe.  But being that the 

planes only carried five hours of fuel, how they got there is a great story.  Bob also flew 57 missions while 
stationed in Europe.  
 
We are grateful to all our Vets!   



 

Sunday School News             

                 Submitted By Brenda Hines, Director of Childrenôs Ministries 
 

     The past few months have seen many opportunities for our children to be caring, concerned, 
charitable and community minded. 
     Our children should really be applauded for their weekly efforts in supporting the needs of the 
Fayetteville Community Outreach, Inc. with their food donations, white goods, participation in the Crop 
Walk, UNICEF drive, choir practices, performances and community outreach trip to Rosamond  Zoo, and 
donations of surplus candy to the FM food pantry.  
    It needs to be noted that the Children from grades 5 -8 have taken their monetary donations to the 
Pushke Piggy Bank (Charity Box) and decided to provide Birthday Kits for children in our community 
who celebrate a birthday during the summer months. The needs of children in the community with 
birthdays from Sept to May are looked after by a youth group from St Ann Roman Catholic Churchôs.  
    During the Intergenerational Event held on November 20 th, the children put together 30 birthday kits 
in party bags that held a birthday cake mix, icing, plates, candles and  balloons.  Well done!!!!! Thank 
you to anyone who made a cash donation or cake mix contribution to the Birthday Bash. On behalf of 
the 30 children who will now have candles to wish upon and cake to share with friends and family to 
celebrate their birthday, thank you.  
      Congrats to Katie Schmidt, Ryan Everding and Kate Welder for receiving their Bibles!  What a 
blessing and important step for them.  
    Happy Birthday to the following Sunday School students: Addison Konrad Nov 25th, Kate Welder Nov 
28th, Jake Konrad Dec 21st and Grace Dugan Jan 18th. 
 
  Advent is upon us.  What a glorious celebration!  Invite your neighbors, friends, and rel atives to United 
Church of Fayettevilleôs Christmas Pageant held December 18th .  This yearôs Pageant is called:   
 

ñI wanted to know é. I am so glad you askedò 
 
 

Attention Parents:   
Pageant rehearsals are the following Saturdays :   December 3, 10, & 17th 
 
Important dates to remember:   
 
December 4th  
The Sunday School is blanketing the immediate neighborhood around United Church of Fayetteville with 
invitations and informational brochures inviting our neighbors to join us in classes services etc.  This 
activity will occur during regular Sunday School time. We will leave the church at 9:30 returning at 
10:15 in ample time to attend Service.   
 
January 20th   CONGREGATIONAL GAME NIGHT  hosted by the Childrenôs Committee.  
Another opportunity to involve the community! Price of admission to event is to bring a neighbor or 
friend.  And a can of food for the Pantry.   Join us for a great fun filled evening of games and 
fellowship.  Bring snacks to share, an interesting game to play and your game face.  
 
May the Peace of Jesus Christ be with you throughout the new year. 

 



Youth News Hard to believe the holiday season is upon us already!  Before we know 

it our schedules will be even more packed with events and parties to attend.  Before that happens I feel 
that we should all take a few minutes and spend some time in prayer.  Pray for whatever is on your heart.  
During the Sunday School hour we are continuing to share an overview of the Bible and are now going 
through the Bible book by book and talking about them.  This has given the youth a great opportunity to 
share what they know about that particular book and what they feel is important to remember about that 
book. 
  

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR YOUTH: 

Dec. 2nd :  Cookie baking for Cookie Walk @ the church 5:30pm 
Dec. 16th:  Christmas Party @ McTyre-Watts’ Home 6:30pm 
Jan 7th :  Sledding Party 2pm 
Jan. 22nd :  Youth/Parent Breakfast in Fellowship Hall 9:30am 

 

 

It’s a busy time of year!  It’s a time to reenact cherished 
traditions in worship and welcome new friends into our community.  It’s a time to remember the past while 
planning positive change for the future.  We’ve placed cards in the pews and at the doors, listing events at 
the United Church throughout this special season.  Give one to a person who is thinking of joining us.  The 
children will be distributing these cards throughout the neighborhood around the church. 
 
In this season of colds and flu, let’s be understanding of those whose Greeting of Peace does not include a 
handshake.  We can be warm and welcoming without passing germs along with the peace. 
 
Pointsettias will grace the sanctuary again this Christmas season.  You may place a plant in memory or in 
honor of loved ones.  Orders will be taken through Dec. 18.  Cost is $10 for each plant.  Order forms are 
placed at both entrances to the sanctuary.  Drop in the offering plate or at the office. 

 
The traditional “Hanging of the Greens” decorates our church for the Advent 
and Christmas season.  Decorating in stages, rather than all at once, will support 
our heightened expectations as we move towards the celebration of Jesus’ birth.  
We will decorate the church over three Saturdays, with specific decorations 
brought out each week.  Dates are Nov. 27th, Dec. 4th and 11th,  
11 AM – 1 PM.  Come one Saturday, or come all.  All ages are welcome.  Contact 
Julie Higgins. 
 
Salvation Army Angel Tree – Taking a tag and buying a present for a person in 
Onondaga County helps to ensure that the holiday season will be brighter for 
families facing economic challenges.  The gifts should remain unwrapped with 
the tags attached.  Place under the tree by Dec. 9th.  Thank you. 

 
Cookie Walk - Sunday, Dec. 4, with cookie drop off on Saturday morning, Dec. 3, from 9:00 to 11:30 am.  
Please plan to join this lovely UCF tradition!  Bring your friends to church and have them join us in 
Fellowship Hall immediately following the service to fill a box of cookies for $10.  Cookies make wonderful 
gifts!   Contact Shelly Everding 637-9527 or Donna O’Byrne 637-5116 with questions. 
 
 
 
 



      UCF Nursing Home Schedule for December 
   There are lonely people waiting for us in the 

      FM  area.  Providing a short, informal worship 
                                     service at two nursing homes is part of the mission 
    ministry of UCF during the month of December.  Six members of our 

                                         congregation will create a service and worship with residents of Emeritus (formerly 
                                East Side Manor) and ClareBridge, a facility that provides  Alzheimer’s and dementia care 
                                  for seniors.  Gail Sandle and Jackie Meyer are on for December 1, Gloria Manuel and Kim 
                                               Cherry on the 8th  and Alice Borning and Kathy Bohnsack will cover December 15. 

  This is an ongoing ministry for UCF and other churches in the FM area.  Each person who has          
participated in the past has commented that it was a wonderful, touching experience and easier than 

they had anticipated!  Our next month to provide services will be during April 2012.  If you would 
like to be part of this ministry, Gloria Manuel or Jackie Meyer can give you details.   

 
Tabitha Women will be falalalalaing and dining on Wednesday, December 14th beginning at 

                 6:30 pm.  There will be the now infamous “white elephant” exchange, so scour your closets and 
                           basements for something fabulously cheap and tacky!  Questions?  Call Cindy Rosbrook. 
 
Syracuse Vocal Ensemble Christmas Pie Concert Returns to UCF on Sat., Dec. 10, at 7:30 pm, with “A 
Christmas Pie: Noel Sing We.”  Syracuse Vocal Ensemble will explore the influence of the Renaissance 
English carol upon Christmas music from the 1400s to the present day, resulting in a surprising variety of 
sound.  Audience members will participate in singing carols and prepare their palate for the sumptuous pie 
reception prepared by the singers.  Tickets:  Adults $20, Seniors $17, All Others $5 (Students present ID).  $2 
Presale Discount - Visa and Mastercard accepted.  Information and tickets: 315-637-3899.  
 
The Steeple Coffeehouse wishes you a wonderful Christmas season, and we look forward to seeing you at 
The Annual Holiday Party – Saturday, January 14, and ISREAL HAGAN – Saturday, January 28, 2012. 
 

FELLOWSHIP:  Celebrate the warmth of the season with UCF's Christmas Potluck Social after the 
service December 20.  Look for signs in hallway for more information!  

Coffee, Tea and Thee:  Make it your resolution to host Fellowship in 2012 (or even December 2011!)   
If you're new to the task, we can pair you with someone who can show you the ropes.  Look for 
sign up board in hallway or contact Martha Ketcham at mketcham@twcny.rr.com or  
Nancy Schmid at nkschmid@twcny.rr.com. For those who are in town on Sunday Dec. 25 and  
Jan. 1, please consider hosting Fellowship on those dates as some regular hosts are out of town 
for the holidays.  

Progressive Dinner:  Plans are in the works to hold a progressive dinner in the spring.   
Contact Nancy Schmid if you wish to be part of the organizing team!  

Paper vs. Styrofoam:  With a constant eye towards sustainability, we are considering using  
paper coffee cups instead of styrofoam.  You may have noticed these paper coffee cups  
periodically during Fellowship this fall.  We are seeking feedback as to your preference.   
Let us know your thoughts.   

Plan on continuing the festivities of Dec. 18 and come CAROLING to a few of our  
homebound!  We will depart immediately following the potluck  
and be back in under an hour.  No training,  
auditions or rehearsing for this extravaganza— 
just come and spread some Christmas cheer.    
See Cindy Rosbrook or Barb Johnson for more                    information. 

 

mailto:mketcham@twcny.rr.com
mailto:nkschmid@twcny.rr.com


 
BOARD HIGHLIGHTS  -- 
 
At its most recent meeting (15 November 2011), the UCF Board sustained the following 

motions:  

¶ That the United Church of Fayetteville endorse the Presbytery of Cayuga -Syracuseõs 

Haiti Educational Mission and Ministry Team whose purpose is to encourage local 
churches to help with the teamõs goals of doing Teacher Training, Adult Literacy, and 
Cholera Education in Dubre and Thibeau, Haiti.  (Note: No monetary commitment from 

Board funds has been approved, but we have already voted to direct the proceeds from 
the Brass and Bells Advent Concert and the Special Christmas Offering to this active 

mission project.)  

¶ That the 25% from the already collected Peacemaking Offering that stays locally be split 

equally (12.5% each) between T he Center for New Americans and Vera House.   

¶ That donations from the Ghost Walk ($53.00 cash and a $50.00 Wegmans gift card) be 

donated to the Onondaga Historical Association with thanks for involving us in this 
community event and preserving the records of our churches and community.  (Note:  
the Steeple Series Coffee House was the happy recipient of the lovely tablecloths created 

for the event.  Many thanks!)  
Godõs work continues to be done in a collegial, congenial, and conscientious way by all who 

sit  around the Board table!    
 

My heartfelt thanks to Linda and this wonderful faith community for the caring 
support given to me following my husband‘s death—so many cards and notes, 
your presence at the calling hours and Mass.  Thank, too, for the bittersweet 
remembrances for my 95th birthday.  In addition, my gratitude to the UCF youth 
group plus adults for the Rake‘n ‗Run leaf cleaning of our backyard.  Awesome! 
                 --Jean Haley 
 

Dear United Church:   I‘m the brother of Linda Scharbach.  Over the years, she has kept me on your 
prayer list.  I want to thank you for the prayers you have said for me over the years.  I truly believe in the 
power of prayer.  I‘m sure I‘m still around because of it.  Please continue to do so for me and my wife 
Karen, who has had many problems this year.  Again, thank you.     Yours in Christ,  Kent and Karen 
Maynard 
 
To the Members of the United Church of Fayetteville, 
 Thank you for your generous gift to the Onondaga Historical Association of money donated 
during the Ghostwalk, and thank you for your gracious hospitality in allowing us to use your church as 
the starting and ending point for our Fayetteville Ghostwalk.  The delicious refreshments served in the 
Beard Lounge by your congenial volunteers provided the perfect ending to the evening for our 
attendees.  Julie Higgins and Nancy Schiffhauer created an educational and historical atmosphere with 
facts and artwork from the church‘s past.  Sue Boland and Jackie Meyer, as well as everyone else, went 
out of their way to help us make the Fayetteville Ghostwalk a special experience.  I hope that UCF and 
OHA will have the opportunity to collaborate together again in the near future. 

Sincerely, Gregg Tripoli, Executive Director, Onondaga Historical Association 
 
Thank you to Anna Howell, who contributed to the UCF archives a book of poems that once belonged to 
her grandparents, Samuel and Anna Wells of the Fayetteville Presbyterian Church.  The book, Poems of 
Eventide, was published in 1908 by J. Byington Smith, pastor of the Fayetteville Baptist Church, and 
contains several poems about local people from both churches.   

 



From the Church Office    

Sue will be on vacation the week after Christmas and the office will be closed all week (that means no 
email, no phone, and no ac cess to the building).  All bulletin items for Dec. 24, Dec. 25, and Jan. 1 
must be in to the office by 9 am on Monday, Dec. 19.  If there is a pastoral emergency during the week 
of Dec. 25, please contact Dr. Even at home.  

February/March Newsletter deadli ne is Monday, Jan. 23.  

Reports for the Annual Meeting are due on Friday, Jan. 27  
 

 

 
United Church Cancellation Notification Procedure  ð Any delays or 
cancell ations due to inclement weather conditions for Sunday morning 
activities (choirs, classes and worship) will be made available after 
7:30 am on Channels 3, 5, and 9.  The same closing procedure will be 

used to announce delays or cancellations of other major  UCF events.  
(Brass and Bells snow date is Jan. 8.)  

 

An Honor Indeed:   
     Our own Sue Boland was honored, along with several other volunteers, by the 

Matilda Joslyn Gage Center on November 20 at the Wellington House.  From the 

award statement written by Executive Director Dr. Sally Roesch Wagner, here is a sampling of the work that Sue has 

done: 

      Now Chief Historian, Sue began as a volunteer with the Gage Foundation in 2000.  In the ensuing eleven years, she 

has conducted tours, presented professional papers at conferences, conducted research, and trained docents.   

     She coordinated two Gage birthday celebrations, assisted with two fundraising auctions and two "Weekends with 

Matilda." She helped with the 2002 celebration of the 150th anniversary of the 1852 National Woman's Rights Convention 

held in Syracuse. 

     She curated an exhibit of the first public showing of L. Frank Baum photos, catalogued the Fred Meyer Collection of 

Őŵ ŎŠŨŪŭŜŝŤŧŤŜ Ŝũş ŞŪŪŭşŤũŜůŠş ŠűŠũůŮ šŪŭ ±ŘŠ°ŭŠ Őšš ůŪ œŠŜş ůţŠ ŘŤŵŜŭş,²  

a 2003 collaboration with the Fayetteville Free Library. 

     Working with UCF member and SU art professor Sarah McCoubrey, Sue wrote a successful grant proposal to the New 

ŚŪŭŦ ŔůŜůŠ ńŪŰũŞŤŧ Ūũ ůţŠ łŭůŮ šŪŭ Ŝũ ŠųţŤŝŤů, ±ŔŤůŠŮ œŠ-ŔŠŠũ.²  ŏŪů ŪũŧŴ Ųas the exhibit a great success, but Sarah 

donated two beautiful and very badly needed exhibit cases to the Gage Home. 

     ŕţŭŠŠ Ūš ůţŠ ŝŪŪŦŧŠůŮ Ťũ ůţŠ ŇŪŰũşŜůŤŪũ'Ů ŭŠŜşŠŭ°Ů ŮŠŭŤŠŮ:  Woman As Inventor, The Dangers of the 

Hour, and Fayetteville's First Woman Voter; ŪŲŠ ůţŠŤŭ ŠųŤŮůŠũŞŠ ůŪ ŔŰŠ°Ů ŠşŤůŤũŢ, ŞŪŪŭşŤũŜůŤũŢ Ŝũş ŲŭŤůŤũŢ ŮŦŤŧŧŮ.  

A major scholar of Gage, she compiled an extensive Gage bibliography and wrote an outstanding biographical entry for 

the Dictionary of American Radical and Reform Writers. 

      Sue is currently preparing the nomination for recognition of the Gage Home as a National Historic Landmark.  

ŕţŠ ţŤŮůŪŭŤŞ ţŪŰŮŠ Ŝũş ŨŰŮŠŰŨ ŤŮ ŖńŇ°Ů ũŠŤŢţŝŪŭ Ūũ ůţŠ ŞŪŭũŠŭ Ūš ņŜŮů ňŠũŠŮŠŠ Ŝũş ŘŜŧũŰů ŔůŭŠŠůŮ.  ŔŰŠ ŲŪŰŧş ŝŠ 

happy to give you a tour and tell you why she thinks it is one of the most important historic sites in the U.S.     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Holiday Brass and Bells Concert at the United Church of Fayetteville 

To benefit St. Joseph’s School in Haiti & Food Pantry 

Invite friends, family and neighbors for this festive event! 

At 3:00 on Sunday afternoon, December 11, 2011, the Syracuse University 
Brass Ensemble under the direction of Dr. James T. Spencer and the UCF 
Handbell Choir, conducted by Director of Music Ministries, Hugh Jones, will play a 
variety of seasonal, classical and popular selections. Included will be Leroy 
Anderson’s  Sleigh Ride, Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker Suite, Kernen’s Christmas 
Variations, Rossini’s Barber of Seville and  Stephonson’s Bells Heard Round the World, among other pieces.  A 
carol sing-along with organ and brass will end the concert.  A reception will follow. 
 
The award-winning SU Brass Ensemble is composed of thirty-five members of the Syracuse University and 
the S.U.N.Y. Upstate Medical University faculty, staff and accomplished musicians from surrounding 
communities. The ensemble is a year round organization founded in 1987 as part of the SU College of Arts 
and Sciences and has its home at Hendricks Chapel.  It presents approximately twenty performances yearly 
including recitals on the SU Campus and in surrounding communities.  The repertoire includes music from 
all major musical periods and the ensemble often contributes its time to support various mission endeavors. 
(www.subrass.com) 
 
Concert guests are encouraged to bring non-perishable food items for the F-M Community Outreach and a 
free-will offering will be collected to help St. Joseph’s School in Dubré, Haiti.   
 

                      HELPING HANDS in HAITI  
St. Joseph’s is an elementary school for over 275 students supported by members of the Central New York 
Alliance for Haiti.  This group is made up of individuals, diverse faith communities, and other organizations 
united in partnership with Haitians to help in the areas of adult and youth education, teacher training, water 
purification, economic development and agriculture.  UCF participates in this Alliance through the Cayuga-
Syracuse Presbytery Haiti Educational Mission and Ministry Team.  Last spring St. Joseph’s students won a 
regional academic competition.     
 
But needs are great.  Haiti is the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere.  And the devastating 
earthquake and subsequent hurricane rains have made life even more difficult.  A “real” water system for St. 
Joseph’s is in the works to help with hygiene and food preparation.  The dedicated teachers, most of whom 
have not even completed high school, need courses in methods.  The little kids need playground equipment.  
Education is not limited to kids.  Our CNY initiative also provides literacy programs for 100 adults.  Funds 
will be donated to update a water system and construct equipment for a playground area cleared in 2010 
thanks to UCF’s donation last year.  For more information and photos, see Facebook under CNY Alliance for 
Haiti or news about the April 2011 trip at: 
http://www.scribd.com/doc/59571778/haitimissionwww.scribd.com or speak with Scott Manuel, 
who visited and worked with teachers and students at L’École St. Joseph this past April.  
 
We have two opportunities in December to help our Haitian sisters and brothers:  Proceeds from the holiday 
Brass and Bells Concert on December 11 AND our Christmas envelope offerings will be sent directly to the 
CNY Alliance for Haiti.  This is an international mission where, through our UCF representatives, we have 
more than just monetary input. Your help is greatly appreciated! 

 

 

http://www.subrass.com/
http://www.scribd.com/doc/59571778/haitimission
http://www.scribd.com/doc/59571778/haitimission


Welcome to the World of Wellbeing! 

          Would you like to experience more enthusiasm in your life?  Would you like to be more 
aware of your emotions?  Would you like to have a greater sense of happiness and overall 
wellbeing? 
          7ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ Ȱ#ÈÏÏÓÉÎÇ 7ÅÌÌÂÅÉÎÇȡ  #ÕÌÔÉÖÁÔÉÎÇ %ÎÔÈÕÓÉÁÓÔÉÃ ,ÉÖÉÎÇȟȱ a free twelve-week 

course made up of five modules designed to promote mindful living, discernment of values and thoughtful 
goal setting.  The skills addressed can enhance your relationships and enrich your life.   
          The sessions will be held at United Church for two hours on Wednesday evenings at 7 PM starting 
January 4 and ending March 28, allowing for a week break during school Winter Break.  There is no cost to 
participants and is open to the community.   
          Dr. Paul Cohen, psychologist, will lead us with 30 years experience in the field and a special interest in 
ȰÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÁÌÌ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅ ÌÉÆÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÒÅÓÉÌÉÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÔÈÕÓÉÁÓÍȢȱ  $ÒȢ %ÖÅÎȟ $ÁÖÅ $Å(ÏÒÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ 
Gail Sandle will be part of the team of presenters and facilitators.  Come join us!  Pick up a brochure at the 
church.  To register call the office at 637-3186 or email at ucf@twcny.rr.com.   Registering in advance will help 
us plan better for materials and space, and communicate any weather-related schedule changes.   
_____________________________________________________________ 

During the Dec. 11 worship service, we will welcome the following 
households as new members of United Church: 
 
David P. Burgess and Michael F. Plano - After searching for over 

two years for a welcoming church home, David and Michael found UCF 
last May.  They recently purchased a home in Syracuse, where they live 
with three cats.  Michael grew up in a Catholic home while David‘s father 
was an American Baptist minister.  Michael works at St. Joseph‘s Health 
Center in the Health Information Management Department while David 
works for the Onondaga County Board of Elections as an Election 
Inspector Coordinator.  Both are active volunteers with Special Olympics 
New York on the Emergency Services Team.  Michael enjoys writing 
music and playing the piano, while David has served several 
congregations as Minister of Music, and enjoys playing both piano and 
organ.  Both look forward to becoming active in UCF‘s music ministry. 

 
Susan and Richard Fields, Daniel Fields - The Fields‘ family live in 

Syracuse where Susan and Richard teach music with the Syracuse City 
School District.  Sue and Dick have served several congregations as soloists and choir directors and look forward to serving 
UCF in the choir and handbell choir.  They have two sons:  Nick, who was a classical voice and jazz trumpet major; and 
Daniel, who is their youngest son and is studying voice.  Dan, who is also joining UCF, would like to pursue a career in music 
as a singer, voice teacher, and choir director. 

 
Carl Steere Myrus - Born in Oneonta, New York, Carl earned his architecture degree from Yale University where he sang 

with the famous Whiffenpoofs.  During his architecture career, he held many management positions in national firms.  He 
now claims to be semi-retired.  Carl lives in Syracuse.  He has a daughter in Manlius and a son in Stuttgart, Germany.  Carl is 
a proud member of the UCF Choir bass section. 

 
Tracy M. Welder - Tracy lives in Manlius with her husband Brian and children Kate (9) and Colin (7).  She grew up 

attending United Church and looks forward to reconnecting after a ―few‖ years away from the church.  Tracy teaches fashion 
design at Cazenovia College, volunteers at Mott Road Elementary School and is a Parent Representative for the Fayetteville-
Manlius Committee on Special Education.  Kate is in the fourth grade and Colin is in the second grade at Mott Road. 

 
Rev. Stephanie M. Wyatt and Adam DJ Brett – Stephanie and Adam come to us from Texas via Syracuse University 

and they live in Syracuse.  Adam is a graduate student in the Religion Dept., working with Jim Watts.  Stephanie is a Ph.D. 
candidate at Texas Christian University and was ordained to the ministry by the Central Baptist Church of Knoxville, 
Tennessee. Their lives are hectic, but they look forward to being involved in United Church.  

 

mailto:ucf@twcny.rr.com


FINANCIAL INFORMATION  
 

Financial statistics for the month of September and October 2011 are as follows: 

 

This chart shows real dollars 

 September 2011 October 2011 Year to Date Year to Date 

Budget 

Income $20,473. $23,360. $187,182. $195,450. 

Expenses $20,825. $19,651. $192,565. $195,835. 

Difference $(352.) $3,709. $(5,383.) $(385.) 

 

Income for September was slightly behind expenses and income for October was ahead of expenses. For the year, 

income is behind expenses by $5,383.   

 

 

This chart shows pledge and plate income as a percent of the yearly budget 

 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 

January 7.79% 9.67% 10.29% 11.72% 9.61% 7.5% 7.5% 8.2% 

February 7.50% 10.65% 9.64% 6.16% 7.11% 6.39% 6.51% 9.07% 

March 7.90% 5.89% 6.54% 6.77% 6.26% 6.66% 7.97% 6.72% 

April  7.60% 6.97% 6.32% 11.14% 8.02% 10.58% 7.59% 10.23% 

May 10.15% 10.91% 9.09% 6.21% 5.39% 6.28% 7.66% 7.65% 

June 5.93% 6.84% 8.64% 10.25% 7.63% 5.51% 5.70% 5.40% 

July 7.92% 6.72% 4.91% 5.77% 8.79% 7.65% 8.69% 5.63% 

August 5.41% 7.23% 6.07% 5.61% 5.33% 4.86% 5.85% 6.37% 

September 9.26% 7.46% 5.62% 10.06% 7.92% 7.23% 7.65% 8.21% 

October 9.46% 9.13% 7.73% 5.98% 8.36% 9.08% 8.65% 11.68% 

November  5.89% 9.93% 9.61% 7.28% 7.88% 8.94% 5.22% 

December  9.84% 8.01% 11.63% 11.84% 14.76% 8.72% 13.63% 

Year to date 78.92% 97.19% 92.80% 100.92% 93.52% 94.42% 91.48% 97.98% 

 

The above chart compares pledge and plate giving as a percent of the budgeted amount for the year. If income was 

steady throughout the year and met projections, we would expect to be at about 83 percent at the end of the 

October.  This chart shows that income (in those categories) is below expectations. 

 

Stewardship Update 
 
The Board is very appreciative of all pledges that have been received to date. Getting this critical information in a 
timely manner as we look to planning for 2012, allows us to complete the process before we face the holiday 
season. 
 
We are very near our goal.  We are still looking for a few pledge cards to be received in hopes of avoiding making 
cuts in the proposed budget for next year.  If you have not yet sent or brought in your pledge, whether you have 
pledged in the past or not, it would be greatly appreciated if you could do so right away.  Another way to get that 
information to us quickly is to email Scott Manuel, in confidence, at ucftreasurer@twcny.rr.com or call Scott at 
382-1075.  
 
Providing this critical information will help us all go into the new year knowing how we will be able to serve Christ 
in this church and out in the community.  Thank you.  
 
 

mailto:ucftreasurer@twcny.rr.com


United Church Congregational Care Ministry 
If you have a pastoral emergency, call the church office at (315) 637-3186.  If it is outside office 
hours, be sure to leave a message on Dr. Even’s voice mail (ext. 104), and call her at home as well.  
Please inform the church office if you would like to add anybody‘s name to these lists.  We don‘t 
want to miss anyone! 

 
IN BEREAVEMENT FOR:  
Jean Haley, whose husband John died on  
Nov. 13.  Funeral was Nov. 17 at Immaculate 
Conception Church. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO:  
Diane and Richard Brundage on the birth of  
their first grandchild, Rhyan Elizabeth Grandy, 
on Nov. 10 (parents are Alison Brundage Grandy 
and Matthew Grandy). 

 
ILL AND RECOVERING:         
Peggy Bailey 
Immaculee Kyondwa 
Lori Lommel  
Doug Merchant 

 

OUR HOMEBOUND: 
Dottie Biven (at home) 
Lois Coleman (Maple Downs, Apt. 116) 
Marcia Ehlers (Wynwood #127) 
David & Jean Hartman (Nottingham C-108) 
Barbara Hitchcock (at home) 
Helen Jean Krathwohl (at home) 
Ruth Law (Sunnyside Adult Home E-3) 
Frances Lee Muckley  (Wynwood #116) 
Carol Reinsmith (at home) 
Margory Sweetser  (Home for Adults)  

 
PRAYERS FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS: 
Debi – Linda DeHority‘s sister 
Evans & Susan – friends of Betsy Nash 
Terry Dunn – friend of Chris & Marti Vasiliades 
Jim Ferris – Pamela O‘Malley‘s father 
Caroline Glenn – Lynn Scharbach‘s sister 
Burton Jones – Hugh Jones‘ father 
Joe, Carol & Chris Krauss 
Kent & Karen Maynard – brother of Lynn 
      Scharbach  
Linda Maxion – Dave Sandle‘s cousin 
Jan McTyre – Maurine McTyre-Watts‘ sister 
John Minutoli – Lisa‘s husband 
Ganna Mizunska – Hugh‘s mother- in-law 
Sue Rowe – friend of Dick Thoma 
John Watts – Jim Watts‘ father 
Barbara Winsman – Doug Merchant‘s sister 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES: 
Dec. 22 – Ken & Lois Spitzer 
Dec. 28 – Dick & Sue Fields 

 
BIRTHDAYS: 
Dec. 1 – Dallas Bowser 
Dec. 5 – Brenda Vander Voort 
Dec. 6 – Sherry Sutliff 
Dec. 8 – Steve Harrison 
Dec. 8 – Immaculee Kyondwa 
Dec. 10 – Edwin Baumgartner 
Dec. 13 – Marg Larsen 
Dec. 13 - Marti Vasiliades 
Dec. 15 – Linda Raymond 
Dec. 15 – Peter Vander Voort 
Dec. 16 – Don Raymond 
Dec. 19 – Dave Bender 
Dec. 22 – Michael Plano 
Dec. 23 – Gay Anne Burch 
Dec. 23 – David Everding 
Dec. 24 – Cindy Burke 
Dec. 25 – Mary Chamberlain 
Dec. 28 – Adam Brett 
Dec. 28 – Judy Richardson 
Dec. 31 – Cheryl Schmidt 
 
Jan. 2 – Emily Olmsted 
Jan. 3 – Peggy Bailey 
Jan. 5 – Margery Bowser 
Jan. 7 – Virginia Pratt 
Jan. 9 - Matt Craft 
Jan. 10 – Bonnie Lang 
Jan. 12 – Kim Cherry 
Jan. 12 – Martha Ketcham 
Jan. 14 – Barbara Clark 
Jan. 18 – Grace Dugan (8) 
Jan. 18 – Cindy Rosbrook 
Jan. 20 – George Wehrle 
Jan. 22 – Doug Scharbach 
Jan. 24 – Joyce Carter 
Jan. 26 – Anneke Van Slyke (10) 
Jan. 27 – Barbara Morison 
Jan. 27 – Annie Mwelwa 
Jan. 29 – Linda Hickok 
Jan. 31 – Pam O‘Malley 
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