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“A community of faith providing nurture, strength & direction for living today in God’s world.”

I am still new enough to Syracuse to be excited tha tit's
snowing as | write this article. The snow is gentl y
powdering over the wet leaves, brown grass, and cru  shed
walnuts littering the ground. | love the spare cl ean
beauty of winter and the mystery of all the hidden
suspended life that is gathering itself for a new s eason
and new birth.

| love too, the pregnant pause, gentle spirit, the quiet
anticipation and the mystery of Advent, as our soul S get
ready to receive the wonder of new life about to be born.

There is, perhaps, grace in the seasons of the eart h and church coinciding with a

winter chill in our economy. It is my hope and pra  yer that as we make changes in
our household practices and our church household pr actices, we may do so with a
spirit of peace and possibility. May God grant us wisdom, vision and faith so that we

may experience changes, not primarily as deprivatio n, but as our making space
ready for life to come: life we can anticipate, but not imagine; life that is sure, but not

predictable; vulnerable, but not fragile. May we b ecome more fully human in
response to the divine presence that became flesha  nd dwelt among us.

| look forward to this Advent season, as together w e wait in watchful hope for the
One who is to come for the sake of the whole world.

In faith,

Linda

‘Tis the season to Bring a Friend’

As you read the newsletter, look at all the special offerings of worship, music and fellowship.
What great opportunities to introduce friends and co-workers to your church family. Did you
know that Advent/Christmas is one of two times in the year when people without a church are
most likely to respond positively to an invitation? What a wonderful Christmas gift to offer
those you care about!




WORSHIP FOR ADVENT, DECEMBER and JANUARY

10:25 AM, Child Care 9 AM - Noon
Before worship coffee fellowship with Adult Ed groups 9 AM (Dec. 28th 10 AM to Noon)
Fellowship Time each Sunday after worship in Fellowship Hall
Rev. Dr. Linda D. Even, preaching

Nov. 30 First Sunday of Advent )
Advent Lessons and Carols
Lighting the Advent Candle — “Watch and Wait”

Dec. 7 Second Sunday of Advent
Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper (served)
Lighting the Advent Candle — “Repent” V?E
Dec.14 Third Sunday of Advent

Children’s Musical - “The Christmas Present” by Pam Andrews
Lighting the Advent Candle — “Love and Joy”

Dec. 21 Fourth Sunday of Advent
Lighting the Advent Candle — “Faith”
Christmas Joy Offering received

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Worship
5:00 PM Family Service of Lessons and Carols
Youth Handbell Choir, Soloists and Instrumentalists

[/
‘ Christmas Eve Offering to benefit the Youth Mission Trip
‘ 6:00 PM The Living Creche
g (at the stable in front of the church)
QA

- 10:45 PM  Christmas Eve Handbells and Organ Music
C]‘“"Sf”’\& 11:00 PM  Candlelight Christmas Eve Service
Congregational Carols, UCF Choir, Joyful Sign Choir
Christmas Eve Offering to benefit the Youth Mission Trip

Dec. 28 Christmas Sunday
Carol Sing at the beginning of worship

Jan. 4 Epiphany Sunday
Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper (come forward)

Jan. 11 Baptism of the Lord Sunday
Sacrament of Baptism, Renewal of Baptism Vows

Jan. 18 Human Relations Sunday
Guest Preacher, Mr. Osameh al Wahaidy, who is an Imam at the Islamic
Society of Central New York and also a prison chaplain

Jan. 25 Worship for the Lord’s Day
Annual Congregational Financial Meeting (11:30 AM, after worship)



Worship, Music and Spiritual Life

@D Advent Wreath Ceremony

During Advent worship services we will share in the traditional Lighting
of the Advent Wreath Candles. It will be led by Seekers, mentors, and
families.

“Advent Lessons and Carols” Sunday, Nov. 30

Worship on the First Sunday of Advent will include a Service of Lessons

and Carols with scripture readings focusing on themes of prophecy, the
= promise of a Messiah, and God’s reign of justice and peace. Music will

Q@)VENT be offered by the Choir, Joyful Sign Choir, a brass trio with Katie

DeHority, Jim Spencer, Sarah Spencer, soloists Susie Spencer, and Victoria King. Rev. Dr.

Even will offer an Advent story to help us prepare for the coming of Christ’s birth.

Advent & Christmas Devotion and Activity booklets ~

An assortment of colorful booklets for all ages will be available (free) at the Intergenerational
Event on November 30" and on Dec. 7™.

“The Christmas Gift” _ - Sunday, Dec. 14" the Children’s and Cherub
Choirs will present a Christmas musical called “The Christmas Present,”
by Pam Andrews. The musical is presented as a poem with carols and
songs to tell the Christmas story in a fresh way. Invite family and friends to
attend! The children’s message of Jesus as God’s true Christmas Present
will be a wonderful part of our Advent preparations.

“Brass & Bells” Concert — 3:00 PM, Sun. Dec. 14 ™
A gift to the community and a Christmas tradition at UCF! The Syracuse
dedbell University Brass Ensemble, directed by UCF member J  im Spencer will
give a concert on Sunday, Dec. 14th at 3:00 PM. Our handbell choirs will
play holiday carols and the brass ensemble will play a variety of seasonal,
classical and popular selections. A special feature will be a solo by
soprano Laura Enslin singing “In Praise of Science,” by Robert Ward. This
piece was commissioned for the opening of SU’s Life Sciences building in
November. The audience will join in sing-along carols, some interpreted
by UCF’s Joyful Sign Choir.
"This annual series of concerts is one of the highlights of our season," says
Spencer, who has served as SUBE's music director and chief arranger since 1986. "This year's
program features a variety of musical chestnuts, as well as some new pleces that Ilsteners of all
ages and backgrounds will enjoy. There's really something for everyone.'

SUBE is an award-winning, 35-piece ensemble administered by The
College of Arts and Sciences. It is composed of students, staff and faculty
members, and alumni from SU and from neighboring institutions. SUBE
performs no fewer than 15 concerts a year, featuring music of all styles
and time periods. More information is available at
http://subrass.com/main.html.

A free-will donation will be collected for Hunger Ministries and the Refugee
Resettlement Fund and you are asked to bring a can of food for the F-M \
food pantry. A reception coordinated by the Missions Committee follows the concert.




What's Up from Down Under

Sharing and Caring by the Young People Of United Church
Mark these events on your calendar:

Sat. Dec. 6 & 13 Christmas Musical Rehearsals

Sun. Dec. 14 “The Christmas Present’/Brass and Bells concert
Sun. Dec. 21 Choir Party/Christmas Luncheon/Caroling

Wed. Dec. 24 5 p.m. Family Christmas Eve Service

'/\!\Il LNDISBF%§ 's < Dec. 28 £Op4§pL£Ir§aﬁéEgIF§ht Lessolns&CaroIs
un. Dec. unday School holiday, no classes

PREPARING FOR ADVENT ... Make your Advent preparation active, a preparation with
purpose. Plan family time together that allows for quiet and peaceful reflection. As a family find
opportunities to serve in our community and participate in the joyful telling of the story through

Christmas programs. Experience what it means to be actively peaceful and peacefully active.
Adapted from Ideas! For Church Leaders, Winter 2004-05, Vol .4, Issue 2

“THE CHRISTMAS PRESENT” IS COMING ... This year’s upbeat Christmas musical focuses
on Jesus, the true giftt Rehearsals will be on Sat., Dec. 6 & 13 at 9:30-11:30 a.m. The
musical will be presented in worship on Dec. 14th.

CELEBRATING THE SEASON ... The Children’s and Cherub choirs will celebrate with a
Christmas party during the regular choir time on  Sun., Dec. 21. Come prepared to have
fun!!

WHAT'S THEIR BIG IDEA? The 2/3/4 grade class recently shared these thoughts on the Big
Idea Board — “Have more Christmas pageants, more get togethers week or weeknights, plant
grape vines to teach responsibility, more sleepover’s, more game nights, have Sunday School
picnics, have more prayers, help animals in need, have a church pet, do more community work
to help more people.” Great ideas for growing together in Christ!

GROWING IN FAITH ... The “Rise and Shine Kids” in the 5/6/7 grade class are busy putting
their faith into action with an on-going commitment to collect clothing and food for the needy in
our community. This class also made cards for troops spending the holidays away from home!

TEACHER BREAKFAST ... Sunday School teachers were treated to a delightful breakfast
before classes began on Nov. 23. The get-together provided some rare time for fellowship and
thoughtful discussion among this wonderfully dedicated and creative group. Thank you to
Carlos and Sonia Hartman for graciously planning and hosting this event enjoyed by all!

MANY THANKS TO ... BrendaHines for leading Children’s Worship and Kim Doto for
sharing about her summer mission trip to Africa with our fifth through twelfth graders.

DECEMBER SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSION ... The canned goods rolled in for the children’s
November food drive challenge and we are very proud of all our kid’s efforts to help others in
our community. Children’s Worship offerings for December will also be donated to the FM Food
Pantry as we continue to reach out to those around us in need.




CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES IN JANUARY . ..

Sun. Jan. 4  Sunday School classes resume
Fri. Jan. 16 The Great Game Night Getaway
Sun. Jan. 25 Valentine Crafting/Congregational Meeting

FIXIN' TO MAKE VALENTINES ! Young people up through seventh grade are invited to make
valentines on Sun., Jan. 25, during Enrichment time . The valentines will be delivered to shut-
ins, nursing home residents and our own UCF college students.
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JANUARY SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSION - BLANKET THE WORLD!

The Children's Worship offering for January and February will go to buy Church
World Service blankets for refugees. Each blanket costs only $5.00 and can provide
so much! Let’'s see what a difference our kids can make!!
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The Great Game Night Getaway #

Friday, January 16
6:00 — 8:30 p.m.

United Church of Fayetteville

Get a “Clue” and gather family, friends and neigfsoior a
winter evening in “Trivial Pursuit” of a “Monopolydn fun.
“Scrabble” on in and share your favorite board gaarel game.

Pizza/beverages - $2/person or $6/family
Bring a munchie or dessert for the game table.

All are welcome - the young and young at “Hearts”!
Sign-up begins in January.
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Christmas Eve at United Church

5 PM Family Service and Living Creche at 6 PM

The 5 PM Family Service will be a service of lessons and carols with a
Christmas story from Rev. Dr. Even. Youth singers, instrumentalists and
the Youth Handbell Choir will offer Christmas music for the service.

Luminarias light the way after the family service at 6 PM to the outdoor
“Living Creche” with stable, animals, costumed characters at the
nativity scene in front of the church.

And she gaﬁﬁ , Candleli_q_ht Christmas Eve Service _ _ _ _
10 her firstborn, a son. She The traditional candlelight Christmas Eve service begins with a time of
Z)V\;acpe%eﬁi:mi: r;':;gsef”d preparation with carols by the United Church Handbell Choir and Organ
Luke 2:7 Prelude at 10:45 p.m. The service includes scriptures of the birth of
Jesus, carols by congregation and the United Church Choir, with the

Joyful Sign Choir. Rev. Dr. Even will lead the service.

Epiphany Season of Light!

l “Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon
\\o/{, you” (Isaiah 60:1). Our response to God’s glory is to reflect that light back —
7 from Christmas Eve candles -- “You are the light of the world...let your light

/ \ shine before others...so they may see...and give glory to God” (Matt.

5:14,16)
HARING Epiphany Sunday is January 4" when we celebrate the 12" day of Christmas
R FA
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ITH (Jan. 6™ and the coming of the Magi. The season after Epiphany lasts until
Ash Wednesday, Feb. 25.

Baptism of the Lord Sunday, Jan. 11 ™ and Bring a friend Sunday! __On this Sunday the
service of Baptism is offered; please contact the Pastor for information about Baptism (infant,
child or adult, Presbyterian or Baptist tradition) or the Service of Infant Dedication (Baptist
tradition). There will be a time for Baptism Renewal as the congregation is led to “Remember
your baptism and be thankful." The Seekers’ Class is sponsoring this “Bring a friend Sunday!”

Human Relations Sunday, the “Beloved Community”

Sunday, Jan. 18" is the annual Human Relations Sunday in conjunction with the
observance of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday. Martin Luther King used to
discuss the bringing about of "the beloved community,” where people could live as
reconciled neighbors. This year we will welcome guest preacher, Mr. Osameh al
Wahaidy who is an Imam (spiritual leader) at the Islamic Society of Central New
York and a prison chaplain. The Church Board at its November meeting voted to fi have,,
become a “Participating Partner”  with Interfaith Works of CNY ; Denny Baldwin a dream
is the current President. Through education, service and dialogue, Interfaith Works affirms the
dignity of each person and every faith community and works to create relationships and
understanding among us.

The Islamic Society of Central New York is a Sunni mosque and Islamic community center located at
925 Comstock Avenue, Syracuse. It was founded in 1981 to serve the needs of Central New York 's
estimated 15,000-20,000 Muslims by providing various services and outreach programs for the
Muslim and non-Muslim community. The mosque is home to a diverse congregation including
African Americans, Arabs, South Asians, European Muslims, Somali refugees, and a small group of
other American converts.

Alice Hatt, Minister of Music & Worship, Jackie Meyer, W&SL Comm. Chr.



Adult Education for December and January

Forums, Bible Study, and Parents’ Place on Sunday mornings
DVD Discussion series on Sunday evenings

[. Adult Forum _ [Meets in Beard Lounge at 9:00 AM]

Dec. 7. Dr. William West, musicologist and cultural historian “American Christmas Carol traditions”

Dec. 14: Rev. Douglas Merchant (UCF member): “A Dickens of a Gospel — Reflections on A Christmas
Carol.”

Dec. 21: Remembrances of celebrations of Christmas from other times and cultures by UCF members.
Dec. 28: No formal Adult Education is scheduled.
Jan 4: TBA

Jan 11: “Sing to the Lord a new song!”  Explore new hymns and songs of faith representing many
traditions, including global, contemporary, new texts and themes for the 21% century. Led by Alice
Dickerson Hatt

Jan. 18: Dr. James Watts: Introduction & Overview of the Bible, Part I.

Jan. 26: Dr. James Watts: Introduction & Overview of the Bible, Part Il

[l. Bible Study [Meets in Women’s Lounge at 9:00 AM]

Fred Davey provides primary leadership for this discussion group, assisted by others
throughout the year when needed. The group engages in an in-depth study and discussion of a
book of the Bible or biblical theme using a study guide. They are currently studying the Gospel
of Matthew, using the study guide “Matthew” by Tom Wright. Newcomers are always welcome.

[ll. Parents’ Place [Meets in lower level of the Christian Education wing at 9:15 AM.]
Parents’ Place provides an opportunity for informal, unstructured conversation about the joys
and challenges of raising children. Coffee and tea are provided.

IV. “Eclipsing Empire” DVD This DVD discussion series will resume during Lent.

Submitted by Norman Hatt, chair of Adult Education

Calling All Ordained Elders - Your Second opportuni ty!

We now have eight Elders who have completed the training which is required for serving home
communion. We want to again offer other Ordained Elders the op  portunity to help extend
the Table to our homebound. Another mandatory training session in order to participate in this
ministry will be offered by Reverend Even following worship January 11th. Again, anyone who
has ever been ordained is eligible. Please contact Cindy Rosbrook to avail yourself of this
sacred opportunity to share the Lord's Supper with our church family beyond the church walls.



Youth Calendar for December & January
Dec 12 Trip to see Godspell at Syracuse Stage

O I H Dec 13 Youth Bell Choir at local nursing homes
Dec 14 SU Brass & Bell Concert

OU Dec 19 Old Fashioned Christmas Party with Alumni
Jan 24 Snow Tubing party with other Youth Groups
$ ¢ O 0 P
- - FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Ever wonder what would happen if we treated our Bible like we treat our cell phones?

What if we carried it around in our purses, backpack & pockets?
What if we flipped it open several times a day?

What if we turned back to get it if we forgot it?

What if we used it to receive messages from The Text?

What if we gave it as gifts?

What if we used it when we traveled?

What if we used it in case of emergency?

Unlike our cell phone, we don't have to worry about our Bible being disconnected.
Does this make you stop and think “WHERE ARE MY PRIORITIES?”

The YOUTH and SEEKERS would like to thank the Board and the congregation for the

designation of the Christmas Eve offering to go toward the youth mission trip. This year we

again plan to send our youth to a REACH Workcamp to Niagara Falls July 5-11. While at

Workcamp our youth work with youth from all over the U.S. to help people who are less

fortunate with necessary work on their homes. In the past our youth have built decks and
wheelchair ramps, scraped and painted homes, worked on repairs and weatherizing. In attending
REACH our youth have learned new skills, made lasting friends and have strengthened their values
through daily on-site devotions and evening reflection time. REACH also provides a nightly program of
interactive worship, music and drama with a different theme each year designed to bring participants into
a closer relationship with each other and a strengthening of their faith. Our youth have consistently
returned from this program empowered by what they have experienced and eager to return year after
year. We appreciate the congregation of UCF’s continued support of our fund raising, which ensures that
all our young people who want to be a part of the mission trip can attend.

Ask a youth to tell you their impressions of one of the Parables we have discussed
recently in class:  The Prodigal Son, The Talents, The Sower

Penny Pledges will be colleted by the youth following church every 4th Sunday. Please bring in
your monthly collection then or feel free to drop off in the church office during regular hours.
If you wish to take part in the Penny Pledge please see a Youth, Seeker or Victoria King.

SOUP AND BREAD SALE - It's coming!!!! Yes, the youth will be doing this
spectacular fund raiser again in February. So, save February 8th as the date to
pick up your yummy soup. Please contact Lisa Graniero if you would like to
donate a pot of soup or some homemade bread. Proceeds will help to fund the
Youth Mission Trip.

Submitted by Victoria King, Director of Youth Ministries



Church & Society Committee

Alternative Gift Giving

The Fair World Marketplace will have a congregational partnership day with UCF on

] Saturday, December 13 from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 10% of the proceeds from the
— sale of purchases by UCF members on that day will be given back to the United

Church for use in its mission and social justice ministry. The Fair World Marketplace is located at 4471 E.
Genesee Street in the DeWitt Plaza, across E. Genesee Street from the P &C store. Those of you who
have not been there previously are in for a wonderful surprise. The store is stocked with beautiful gift
items from around the world, as well as delicious coffee, tea, and other specialty food items. Every gift
and food item in the store is fairly-traded, which means the craftsman or grower is assured of a fair price
for their work. Please take advantage of this opportunity to give thoughtful gifts which make a difference
in the world this holiday season.

The funds ($91.25) the church received from this sale last year were used as part of a $500.00
contribution UCF made to a needy student at the Gujranwala Theological Seminary in Pakistan. A
request from Magsood Kamil for a seminary student in great need came to us, and we were able to
respond through the use of this money. Rev. Dr. Magsood Kamil was at our church for a week-end on
World Communion Sunday, 2006 through the Presbyterian Peacemaker Program.

The Alternative Gift Giving collected for charitable contributions on Sundays, November 9 and November
16 were not finalized by the time of this newsletter and will be reported in the February newsletter.

Peacemaking Offering: In conjunction with World Communion Sunday on October 5, 2008, the annual
Peacemaking Offering was collected. To date, $962.00 has been contributed which exceeds the offering
from last year. Thank you. A survey taken prior to the offering indicated the congregation wanted the
local share of this offering to be divided between Vera House and the New Americans Program of
InterFaith Works (formerly Inter-Religious Council) of Central New York. $120.00 is being sent to each of
these two wonderful Central New York programs which change lives. Baptist and Presbyterian Programs
will each receive $360.75 for peacemaking activities. Your generosity is appreciated.

Another Opportunity for Interfaith Dialogue: Congregation Beth Shalom-Chevra Chas, Pebble Hill
Presbyterian Church, Hendrick’s Chapel at S.U. and the Syracuse Jewish Federation are jointly
sponsoring a program to be held at Pebble Hill Presbyterian Church on Tuesday, December 2, at 7:00
PM. Rabbi Arnie Resnicoff, a career Navy Chaplain will be speaking about the importance of interfaith
dialogue during times of crisis. He will reflect on his own experiences and how we can move forward.

Environmental Stewardship Hint of the Month: The end of the year holiday season is a time that a
great deal of waste is put into recycle bins and just thrown into the trash. Plastic bag waste has become
an increasing concern. Both the waste of materials to manufacture a plastic bag and the disposal of them
are issues. The idea of shoppers paying a few cents per plastic bag has been suggested as a way to
decrease their indiscriminate use and disposal. This year, consider taking a large fabric bag along with
you when you do your shopping and avoid getting a little bag with each item purchased. Also, of course,
purchase and use the durable bags sold inexpensively at super market chains now.

Remember, also, that alternative gifts such as contributions made to charities save the environment in so
many ways. Some of the gifts offered by Heifer, International and Church World Service, such as the
purchase of a tree, have obvious environmental benefits. Less wrapping paper, plastic wrap, Styrofoam,
and packaging going into landfills, recycle bins, and the OCCRA garbage burning steam plant will make
a big difference, too. Additionally, these gifts have the obvious benefit of helping those in need.

(Lori Lommel and Cara Steiner)

For Christmas this year, think GREEN!

submitted by Cara Steiner



Congreqgational Care Team

Congregational Care will be meeting on Tuesday, December 2nd, and Tuesday, January 6th
at 1:00 pm in Beard Lounge. As an expression of our congregation's love and concern, we
reach out to those of our church family who may be ill, bereaved, or homebound. We Joyfully
welcome anyone who would like to join us in this si gnificant ministry!  Speak with Cindy
Rosbrook or Barbara Johnson, Chairpersons, or any member of the team for more information.

HOLIDAY JOY!

Would you like to spread some JOY to others this holiday season????
No, you don't need to get out your wallet or bake some cookies or be on a committee.
Spread some JOY by bringing or inviting a family member, a friend, a neighbor, a co-worker or
even a stranger to one of the events happening at UCF this Advent season.

Your Membership Committee

9
wo" 0 ¢q Tabitha Circle will hold its annual Christmas Potluck Dinner on
) 667 > < Wednesday, December 10th at 6:30pm in Women's Lounge. We will
9
2 }P \o

be wrapping for our adopted family and exchanging our traditionally
tasteless "white elephant” gifts. All women are welcome!
Our January meeting is a soup/sandwich movie night starting at 7:30 PM on Wednesday,
January 14th . Contact Cindy Rosbrook for more information.
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Board Highlights
Fall 2008

At the October Board meeting, Dave DeHority was re-elected
Moderator of the Board and Cindy Burke, Vice Moderator.

The Arts and Crafts Fair was a great success for its first presentation and plans are already
underway to have another, bigger and better, in the coming year.

Following a presentation and discussion of the social justice value of using Fair Trade Coffee,
the Board voted to purchase and use Fair Trade Coffee in Fellowship Hour and other church
events for 2009 using funds from previous years’ sales of fair trade items through SERRV.

The Board passed the following motion: The Board of the United Church of Fayetteville believes
that the Book of Order in G-6.0106(b) which precludes gay and lesbian persons in committed
relationships from serving in the ordained leadership of the Preshbyterian Church USA, is
contrary to the inclusive love of Christ and should be revoked. The Board urges the Preshytery
of Cayuga Syracuse to approve Amendment 8B as adopted by the General Assembly of 2008.
The motion was seconded and passed. The Board directed the Clerk to inform the Cayuga
Syracuse Presbytery of its support for the passage Amendment 8b as it was passed by General
Assembly 2008. Members of Preshytery will be voting in January 2009.

Denny Baldwin, current President of Interfaith Works, shared the Interfaith Works’ Participating
Partners initiative. The Board voted that UCF become a “Participating Partner” and will be listed
as such by Interfaith Works. Making this commitment means that, through our Mission
Committee, we will align our mission efforts with those of Interfaith Works, strengthening both.

The Board voted to request support from a special fund at Presbytery to supplement education
funds provided to our staff in order to send Judy Spencer and Victoria King to the Association of
Presbyterian Church Educators’ conference in San Antonio, TX in January. Judy has attended
in the past and speaks very highly of its value.

It was reported that 8 Deacon-Elders were trained to assist in delivering Home Communion to
those who cannot join us in person.

Fellowship Committee reports that because not enough people are volunteering to host Coffee
Hour each week, there is consideration being given to only offering coffee with no refreshments
most weeks to lighten the load.

There will be a combined newsletter for the months of December and January.

Submitted by Gail Sandle, Clerk

Please Note: CHANGE IN SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP

The Fellowship Committee met recently and starting in JANUARY we will be trying a new system for our
weekly get together following Sunday worship. Because of the difficulty finding volunteers to host each
Sunday, we have decided to serve just coffee, tea and cocoa. But... don't dismay, the last Sunday of
each month, we will have coffee AND goodies! We will try this for several months and see if it is
successful. This way we will still have a chance to see our friends and welcome any visitors that join us.
Please see Kathy, Mary or Marge M. if you have any suggestions or questions about this. As always,
please sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway if you would like to be a fellowship host!

Submitted by Marge Mahony




FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Financial statistics for the month of October 2008 is as follows:

This chart shows real dollars

October Year to Date
Income $19,896. $212,565.
Expenses $20,084. $233,284.
Difference $(188.) $(20,719.)

For October, income was behind expenses by $188. This increases our deficit for the year to $20,719.

This chart shows pledge and plate income as a percent of the yearly budget

2008 2007 2006 2005 2004
January 11.72% 9.61% 7.5% 7.5% 8.2%
February 6.16% 7.11% 6.39% 6.51% 9.07%
March 6.77% 6.26% 6.66% 7.97% 6.72%
April 11.14% 8.02% 10.58% 7.59% 10.23%
May 6.21% 5.39% 6.28% 7.66% 7.65%
June 10.25% 7.63% 5.51% 5.70% 5.40%
July 5.77% 8.79% 7.65% 8.69% 5.63%
August 5.61% 5.33% 4.86% 5.85% 6.37%
September 10.06% 7.92% 7.23% 7.65% 8.21%
October 5.98% 8.36% 9.08% 8.65% 11.68%
November 7.28% 7.88% 8.94% 5.22%
December 11.84% 14.76% 8.72% 13.63%
Year to date 79.68% 93.52% 94.42% 91.48% 97.98%

The above chart compares pledge and plate giving as a percent of the budgeted amount for the year. If
income was steady throughout the year and met projections, we would expect to see numbers at about
83 percent through October. We are behind.

Charitable IRA Legislation Extended to 2008 and 200 9

Like last year, you may direct gifts to United Church (and other charities) from IRAs, if

...you are at least 70 2 years of age

...the check is sent directly to United Church from the IRA
...gifts do not exceed $100,000 per year and

...the qift is outright (life income gifts do not qualify)

Importantly, an IRA gift is excluded from your gross income, and no federal income tax
charitable deduction is allowed.

The foregoing is provided for the guidance of those who may want to use this important
legislation to complete their regular pledge or fulfill their capital campaign pledge.

You are encouraged to consult your own tax advisor for more detailed information.



A Message and a Request from the Nominating Committ ee

This past spring members of the UCF Board requested that the Nominating Committee articulate a
process of discernment of church leaders. This is part of the ongoing development of the nominating
process, reflecting the new structures put in place during the interim period.

We need your help. Please complete the form below with your recommendations for persons to serve.
We welcome suggestions about this important process.

The forms with your suggestions may be deposited directly in the “drop boxes” on the tables at the front
door to the church and as you exit the sanctuary through Dec. 7 or in the church office by Dec. 12.

The list of nominated individuals will then be given to the Nominating Committee, who will engage in
prayerful discernment of their gifts and the church’s needs at this time. Having confirmed individuals’
willingness to serve, the names will be placed in nomination for the congregation at the appropriate
congregational meeting.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to speak with any of the members of the Nominating
Committee.

Respectfully,

Gail Ensher (Chair)

Gay Burch

Karen Gutelius

Bonnie Lang

Rev. Dr. Linda Even (Ex Officio member of the Nominating Committee)

2008-2009 Nomination of Board Members and Church Le  aders

The Nominating Committee is seeking your assistance in identifying UCF’s faithful members who are
gifted for leadership in our church. When each of us joins the congregation, we affirm these three things:

Do you confess your faith in Jesus Christ, and promise to follow his example, loving the Lord your God with all
your heart, with all your soul and with all your mind and your neighbor as yourself?

Do you pledge yourself to Christ’s service and to the life of this congregation, sharing of yourself in every way?
Will you be faithful to the worship, work and mission of this congregation and seek the fellowship of the church
wherever you go?

Please consider those who are keeping these promises and who have the gifts for leading our
congregation. SELF-NOMINATIONS ARE WELCOME. The Nominating Committee will prayerfully
consider all Nominations as they engage in their discernment process.

The following positions need to be filled for 2009. Job descriptions are available in the church office.

Auditor
ABC Representative
Chair, Memorials Committee

Position Nominee
Gifts
Position Nominee
Gifts
Position Nominee

Gifts




Christmas Poinsettias for our Sanctuary

Your donations of poinsettias make our church beautiful and are a
meaningful way to remember your loved ones, or honor someone
with whom you have shared the joys of Christmas. If you wish to
contribute a poinsettia, please fill out the form and make a check
payable to United Church, marked “poinsettia” for $10 per plant.

Return it by Dec.8"™ to United Church. For more information call Beth
Krauss.

Please feel free to pick up your plant after Christmas Services.
Any plants remaining will be delivered to our homebound members.

In memory of:

In honor of:

Given by:

Special Christmas Music Gifts

A gift of $10 or more given in memory of in honor of a loved one will help
to defray the cost of special music for our celebration of Advent, Christmas
and other musical services. Your gift will be acknowledged in the
Christmas Eve bulletin with the information you provide below. Please
make checks payable to United Church and mark “Music Fund”.

In memory of:

In honor of:

Given by:




Annual Christmas Social

The Fellowship Committee will be hosting
the annual United Church Christmas Social
in Fellowship Hall
Sunday, December 21 *
immediately following worship.

Sign up on the poster in the hallway!

The Salvation Army Tree of Lights

This year the Salvation Army plans to give more than 4000 men, women and
children holiday gifts. UCF will once again support this effort through our
“Giving Tree”. A Christmas tree with gift tags will be in the hallway. Please
take a tag from our tree — all ages are represented, from toddler to elderly.
Please purchase a gift and return it unwrapped by Sunday, Dec. 7 ™.
Contact Mary Jane Woodcock for more information.
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Church Family Caroling To Our Homebound!

No talent required, just your wonderful festive heart!

We will gather immediately following the Christmas Social, Dec. 21%

(in Women’s Lounge) to serenade and share Holiday Joy with some of
our homebound friends. We will even be playing the tone chimes!
Come and be part of this wonderful and deeply appreciated tradition.
Questions?
(No, sillies, you don’t have to audition!)

Call Cindy Rosbrook or Barbara Johnson for more info and encouragement!

FALALALALALALALAL A!

The Sentimental Serenadwill present a benefit concert
Sunday, Dec."at 2:00 at the Oran Community Church, 4257
Oran Delphi Road in Manlius. Proceeds from a gathdw
offering will be given to the F-M Meals on WheelBhe holiday
concert will feature songs--jazzy, fun, and thofight
Refreshments will be served. Admission is free.



Saturday, December 27, 2008 ~7:30 — 10:00 pm

HOLIDAY PARTY - features guest performer Bob Price,
entertaining with John Cadley, Joanne Perry, John Price...
and an expanded party “menu”.

T~ P P Pt P

Saturday, January 24, 2009 ~ 7:30 — 10:00 pm

ISRAEL HAGAN performs. Hagan is a well-known musician in
CNY—a guitarist and singer, he is the recipient of no less than
5 Annual SAMMY Awards and in 2007 received the SAMMY

Hall of Fame award. Entry includes dessert and unlimited coffee/tea/hot
chocolate.

Events held in UCF’s Fellowship Hall. There is a $7/person suggested entry
donation for each event.
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United Church of Fayetteville
“Steeple Music Series”
310 East Genesee St., Fayetteville, NY

Freewill donations accepted for the Refugee Resettlement Fund
In the spirit of St. Nicholas, bring cans of food for the F-M food pantry.

The United Church parking lot is accessible from Walnut Street,
Genesee Street, or Chapel Street. On-street parking is also available.

Syracuse Vocal Ensemble
“Latin American Christmas Pie” Concert at UCF

Saturday, December 13, 2008, 7:30 PM
This exuberant program will begin with Spanish Renaissance works which
migrated to Latin America during the 16th century and a sampling of original
works by contemporary Latin American composers. Highlighting the concert
theme and the holiday season will be the exploration of various Latin
American Christmas carols and folk idioms. Members of Samba Laranja ,
SU's acclaimed Brazilian-style percussion ensemble |, under the direction
of Joshua Dekaney, will join SVE for this memorable evening. This concert, followed by SVE's
annual pie reception of prodigious proportions, should not be missed! For further information,
www.syracusevocalensemble.org Tickets: $17, $14 students and seniors $5 children.




Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday 9:00 AM — 3:00 PM

The Church Office will remain closed on Mondays throughout the year.
The Church Office will also be closed for Thanksgiving on Thursday Nov. 27 and Friday, Nov.
28, Christmas Day, December 26, New Year's Day and Martin Luther King Day, January 19",

Please submit your February Newsletter articles to the church office before January 23 ™.
Your promptness is always greatly appreciated!

Stay informed! United Church information is also available on our website, www.theucf.org
and emailed each Friday! If you would like to receive the weekly email, please contact the office.

Send your Christmas Spirit to a Recovering Soldier

When you make out your Christmas cards this year
please consider sending one to one of our many sold iers:

A Recovering American Soldier

c/o Walter Reed Army Medical Center
6900 Georgia Avenue,NW
Washington,D.C. 20307-5001

United Church Cancellation Notification Procedure

Any delays or cancellations due to inclement weather conditions for Sunday
morning activities (choirs, classes and worship) will be made available after 7:30
AM on Channels 3, 5 and 9. The same closing procedure will be used to
announce delays or cancellations of other major UCF events.

“Christmas Joy” & “Thank-You” Offering

This annual offering collected for our American Baptist and Presbyterian denominations supports the
needs of retired clergy and Presbyterian supported colleges and schools. 50% is distributed to Baptist
retired clergy; 25% will be given to the United Presbyterian Church Board of Pensions’ Financial
Assistance Programs; and 25% will go to the National Ministries of the General Assembly Council for
scholarships and support for operating costs of Presbyterian sponsored colleges and schools. The
Christmas season is the time when, through our gifts to this offering, we can return a measure of
goodwill to those retired church workers and their spouses for the generous support they lovingly gave




during ministry. And it will support education institutions training tomorrow’s leaders in the church. This
offering will be collected on December 21. Please use the marked envelopes in the pews.

United Church Congregational Care Ministry

Part of each member’s ministry is to respond to the needs and hurts of others
through prayer and other acts of caring. We also lift up joys and celebrations and
offer thanksgiving to God for births, birthdays, anniversaries and other milestones in

members’ lives.

Johnson.
ILL AND RECOVERING:
Dottie Biven
Gillian Knafelc
Bruce Hotchkiss
Jane Richardson
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES:
December:
04 David & Sarah Greenway
22 Ken & Lois Spitzer
31 Dan & Debbie VanderVeer
BIRTHDAYS:
December: January:
05 Brenda Vandervoort 02 Emily Olmsted
06 Sherry Sutliff 03 Peggy Bailey
07 Camdyn Cross 05 Margery Bowser
08 Steve Harrison 07 Virginia Pratt
08 Immaculee Kyondwa 09 Matt Craft
10 Ed Baumgartner 09 Evelyn Panzegrau
12 Glen Ries 10 Charles Cross
13 Peter Girardi 10 Bonnie Lang
13 Marg Larsen 10 Corey VanderVeer
13 Martha Vasiliades 12 Kim Cherry
15 Marjorie Devoy 14 Barbara Clark
15 Linda Raymond 14 Diana Shepard
15 Peter Vandervoort 18 Grace Dugan
16 James Colgin 18 Cindy Rosbrook
16 Don Raymond 20 Ryan Kuhns
19 David Bender 20 George Wehrle
23 Gay Anne Burch 22 Doug Scharbach
23 David Everding 24 Joyce Carter
24 Cindy Burke 26 Anneke VanSlyke
25 Mary Chamberlain 27 Barbara Morison
28 Judy Richardson 27 Annie Mwelwa

29 Helen Brown
31 Carolyn Gordon
31 Pam O’Malley

IN CELEBRATION :
Welcome Nicholas Patrick Joseph Julian, son of David &

Stephanie Gross Julian and the first grandchile of Joe & Marge

Julian.

IN BEREAVEMENT: to Dave & Wendy VanSlyke and their
family upon the death of Wendy’'s grandmother, Wilhelmina
Lubbers.

To update this list please contact Cindy Rosbrook or Barbara

OUR HOMEBOUND:

Helen Brown (James Square)

Avis Clintsman (Wynwood #280)
Marcia Ehlers (Wynwood #127)

Helen Jean Krathwohl (at home)
Frances Lee Muckley (Wynwood #116)
Ruth Law (Sunnyside Adult Home E-3)
Margory Sweetser (Home for Adults)

PRAYERS FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS:

Debi Bell (Linda DeHority’s sister)

Bill Chamberlin (Tracey Kuhns’ cousin)

Camdyn Cross (D. & G. Sandle’s granddaughter)
Rosemary Day (friend of Barb McKean)

Brian & Gavin Donlan (Dorothy Terry’s grandsons)
Cindy Graves (friend of W. Schmidt)

Tom Groff (D. and B. Clark’s son-in-law)

Jon Guttery (friend of Esau Price)

David Haley — son of John & Jean Haley

Andrew Harkins (Diane Brundage’s brother)
Dave & Ruth Hill (M.J. Woodcock’s cousin)

Jane Hanlon (Barb McKean'’s friends)

David Harrison (Steve Harrison’s brother)

Millie Harrison (Steve Harrison’s mother)

Nancy Hines (Brad Hines’ mother)

Jane Roche King and family — Sarah Given’s
daughter in law’s family

Kent Maynard (Lynn Scharbach’s brother)
Patrick McPhillips (Barb McKean’s friend)

Anne Perry (Gay Burch’s mother)

Robin Regni (Irene Regni’'s daughter)

Cherie Riggs (wife of Randy Riggs, former Associate
UCF pastor)

Ralph Sandle (D. Sandle’s father)

Nan Songer (Gail Ensher’s friend)

Mary Lou Tornatore (Barb McKean's friend)

Ken Wright (Colleen Bish’s brother in law

Troops in Irag and Afghanistan

PASTORAL EMERGENCIES:

In a pastoral emergency, please call the church office at 315-637-3186. If it is outside office hours, please be sure to
leave a message on Dr. Even’s voice mail (ext. 104), and call her home as well 315-445-3002. Dr. Even will be away
from November 24 — 30". Please contact “Elder on Call’ Gail Sandle if you have a pastoral emergency.




Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Linda D. Even

Minister of Music & Worship: Alice Hatt
Director of Children’s Ministries: Judy Spencer
Director of Youth Ministries: Victoria King
Administrative Assistant: Lisa Minutoli

Board Moderator: David DeHority

Treasurer: Scott Manuel
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UNITED CHURCH - DECEMBER 2008

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednes day Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
6-10 CPR Class/FH 8:00 AM Women’s Cov/WL | 6:30 AM Men’s Cov/WL 1:00 — 3:00 PM Circle of | 9:45 — 10:30 AM
7-10 PM SUBE 10:00 AM Staff Mtg/WL 10:20-11:20 VNS Gym/FH | Hoaarts/BL Aerobics Class/FH AM Set up for Cookie
rehearsal/FH 1:00 PM Congregational 7:15PM Joyful Sign 6:45 PM Adult Walk
OFFICE CLOSED Care/BL Choir/BL N X .
7:00 PM PCC/WL 8:00 PM Spanish Handbells/CR 9:30 - 11:30 AM
8:00 PM Alanon/Rm 5 Alanon/10 7:30 PM Senior Pageant
Piano tuning/Sanctuary/BL Choir/CR Rehearsal/Sanctuary
1:00 PM Hanging of the
Greens
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
10:25 AM Worship 10-12 Clutterbug Circle/RR | 8:00 AM Women’s Cov/WL | 6:30 AM Men’s Cov/WL 8:30 AM Yoga/FH 9:45 — 10:30 AM 9:30 — 11:30 AM
Sacrament of the Lord's | _ . 10:00 AM Staff Mig/WL 10:20-11:20 VNS Gym/FH | 10:20-11:20 VNS Aerobics Class/FH Pageant
Supper (served) 7:00 PM Onondaga Civic 7:00 PM Worship & SL/WL 7.15_ PM Joyful Sign Gym/FH Rehearsal/Sanctuary
. . Orchestra/FH 8:00 PM Alanon/Rm 5 Choir/BL ] .
Cookie Walk following 8:00 PM Spanish 6:45 PM Adult Youth Trip to Syracuse
worship. OFFICE CLOSED Alanon/10 Handbells/CR Stage - Godspell 1:30 PM — Bell Choirs to
7:30 PM Senior East Side Manor
5:30-8:30 PM SVE Choir/CR 6:30 PM Country
Rehearsal in Sanctuary Dancers/FH 7:30 PM Syracuse
Vocal Ensemble
6:45 PM Sacred Christmas Pie Concert &
Circle/RR Reception/Sanctuary/FH
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
10:25 AM Worship 8:00 AM Women’s Cov/WL | 6:30 AM Men’s Cov/WL 8:30 AM Yoga/FH
Music & Drama in 7:00 PM Onondaga Civic 10:00 AM Staff Mtg/WL 10:20-11:20 VNS. Gym/FH 10:20-11:20 VNS 9:45 — 10:30 AM 6:30 PM Country
Worship Orchestra/FH 7:00 PM UC Board/WL. 7:15 PM Joyful Sign Gym/FH Aerobics Class/FH Dancers/FH
8:00 PM Alanon/Rm 5 Choir/BL _ 6:45 PM Adult
OFFICE CLOSED 8:00 PM Spanish ’
3:00 PM SU Brass & Alanon/10 Handbells/CR 6:00 — 10:00 PM Youth
Bells Concert/Sanct/FH 7:30 PM Senior Christmas Party/FH
Choir/CR
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
9:00 AM Nominating 8:00 AM Women'’s Cov/WL CHRISTMAS EVE
7:00 PM Onondaga Civic 10:00 AM Staff Mtg/WL SERVICES

Committee/Rm11

10:25 AM Worship
Christmas Joy Offering
is received.

11:40 Christmas
Social/FH

Orchestra/FH

OFFICE CLOSED

7:15 PM Heart to Heart/RR
8:00 PM Alanon/Rm 5

5:00 PM Family Christmas
Eve Service

6:00 PM Living Creche

10:45 PM Christmas Eve
Service

CHRISTMAS DAY
OFFICE CLOSED

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY
OFFICE CLOSED

7:30 PM Steeple
Coffeehouse Holiday Party

28
Church School and
Enrichment Vacation

10:25 AM Worship
Hymn Sing/Carols

29

OFFICE CLOSED

30
8:00 AM Women'’s Cov/WL
8:00 PM Alanon/Rm 5

31
6:30 AM Men'’s Cov/WL
8:00 PM Spanish
Alanon/10

Room Assignments

WL=Women'’s Lounge
BL= Beard Lounge

FH = Fellowship Hall
RR = Retreat Room
CR= Choir Room

YR = Youth Room

Education & Sunday
Worship Schedule :

9:00 AM Youth Handbells
Choir

9:00 AM Cherubs’ &
Children’s Choir

9:00 AM Adult Forum,
Bible Study, Parents Place

9:25 AM Church School
Gathering

10:25 AM Worship

11:40 AM Fellowship Time




UNITED CHURCH - JANUARY 2009

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Education & Sunday 9:25 AM Church Room Assignments 1 2 3
Worship Schedule : School Gathering NEW YEAR’S DAY
9:00 AM Youth 10:25 AM Worship WL=Women’s Lounge OFFICE CLOSED 9:45 -10:30 AM 6:30 PM Country
Handbells 11:40 AM Fellowship BL= Beard Lounge Aerobics Class/FH Dancers/FH
Choir,Cherubs’ & Time FH = Fellowship Hall
Children’s Choir RR = Retreat Room
9:00 AM Adult Forum, CR= Choir Room
Bible Study, Parents YR = Youth Room
Place

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
10:25 AM Worship OFFICE CLOSED 8:00 AM Women’s 6:30 AM Men'’s Cov/WL | 8:30 AM Yoga/FH 9:45 -10:30 AM
Epiphany Sunday Cov/WL 10:20-11:20 VNS 10:20-11:20 VNS Aerobics Class/FH
Sacrament of the Lord’s | 6:30 PM Stitches/WL 10:00 AM Staff Mtg Gym/FH Gym/FH
Supper (come forward) Lunch 7:15 PM Joyful Sign/BL | 6:45 PM Adult 6:30 PM Country
1:00 PM Congregational | 8:00 PM Spanish Handbells/CR Dancers/FH
(Brass & Bells Snow Care Mtg/BL Alanon/10 7:30 PM Senior
Date) 7:00 PM PCC/WL Choir/CR
8:00 PM Alanon
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
10:25 AM Worship OFFICE CLOSED 8:00 AM Women's 6:30 AM Men’s Cov/WL | 8:30 AM Yoga/FH
Baptism of the Lord Cov/WL 10:20-11:20 VNS 10:20-11:20 VNS 9:45 -10:30 AM 6:30 PM Country
Sunday 10-12 Clutterbug 10:00 AM Staff Mtg/WL | Gym/FH Gym/FH Aerobics Class/FH Dancers/FH
“Bring a Friend to Circle/RR 7:00 PM Worship & 7:15 PM Tabitha 6:45 PM Adult
Church” 6:30 PM Stitches/WL SL/WL Circle/WL Handbells/CR 6:00 PM Family Game
8:00 PM Alanon 7:15 PM Joyful Sign/BL | 7:30 PM Senior Night/FH
6:45 PM Sacred 8:00 PM Spanish Choir/CR
Circle/RR Alanon/10
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
10:25 AM Worship MARTIN LUTHER 8:00 AM Women'’s 6:30 AM Men’s Cov/WL | 8:30 AM Yoga/FH 9:45 -10:30 AM
Human Relations KING DAY - OFFICE Cov/WL 10:20-11:20 VNS 10:20-11:20 VNS Aerobics Class/FH 7:30 PM Steeple Coffee
Sunday CLOSED 10:00 AM Staff Mtg/WL | Gym/FH Gym/FH House
Guest Preacher: Mr. 7:00 PM UC Board/WL | 7:15 PM Joyful Sign/BL | 6:45 PM Adult Newsletter Deadline
Osameh al Wahaidy 6:30 PM Stitches/WL 8:00 PM Alanon 8:00 PM Spanish Handbells/CR
Alanon/10 7:30 PM Senior 6:30 PM Country
7:00 PM Onondaga Choir/CR Dancers/FH
Civic Orchestra
Rehearsal/FH
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

10:25 AM Worship
11:30 AM Annual
Financial
Congregational
Meeting/FH

1-4:30 New School
Dance/FH

OFFICE CLOSED
6:30 PM Stitches/WL

8:00 AM Women'’s
Cov/WL

10:00 AM Staff Mtg/WL
7:15 PM Heart to
Heart/RR

8:00 PM Alanon

6:30 AM Men’s Cov/WL
9:00 AM Church &
Soc/WL

10:20-11:20 VNS
Gym/FH

7:15 PM Joyful Sign/BL
8:00 PM Spanish
Alanon/10

8:30 AM Yoga/FH
10:20-11:20 VNS
Gym/FH

6:45 PM Adult
Handbells/CR
7:30 PM Senior
Choir/CR

9:45 - 10:30 AM
Aerobics Class/FH




