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LENT, EASTER AND BEYOND 

 

This newsletter arrives as the Church is journeying through the 
final days of Lent toward Easter.  As we continue to tend our  
covenantal relationship with God, with each other and in all the 
significant relationships of our lives, we are sustained by those who 
journey with us.  Our spiritual lives are richer for full participation in 
Lenten educational and fellowship opportunities,  and the worship 
experiences of Holy Week that open us to the true joy and wonder of 
Easter and life in community.  We are encouraged to continue as we 
have begun, taking part in all those things that strengthen and enrich 
our lives together. 

 
That life, the worship, the celebration and the education opportunities do not end with Easter, 

although they assume different patterns.  On the Sunday after Easter, our musicians will offer a choral 
service, for which they are already preparing.  We look forward to our seeker class entering into church 
membership; there is Biblemania in the offing; there will be a picnic and worship service; celebration of 
having completed one year of our capital campaign commitment; a youth mission trip and MORE! 

 
There is another day on our calendar that is often overlooked and I would like your help in making it 

an especially joyous occasion this year.  On April 26, we have our congregational program meeting and 
receive all the reports of our many groups and committees.  Those 40 pages (remember report writers – 
one page per report:-) represent thousands of hours, prayers, gifts and energy that it takes to make 
ministry at UCF happen  -- not just the events listed above; but the people who shake hands, shovel 
sidewalks, fix the heat, stuff the bulletins, do the mailings, mow the lawn, turn on the lights, deliver 
healing meals, make hospital visits, ask for money to mobilize our ministry, keep the books, go on 
mission trips, take food to the food pantry, attend meetings, arrange publicity, welcome strangers,  and 
... and ... and... You get the idea.   

 
As you know, the Board continues with its work of aligning our vision and mission with our available 

human and financial resources for the community we serve and the times we live in.  This year, even as 
we turn to the very important business of looking toward the future, let us spend no less time on the most 
valuable assets entrusted to our care – the hearts and spirits of our community -- affirming, celebrating 
and thanking.  That is the ground on which our future will be built.  As we continue to appreciate our life 
together, to share in all these experiences of the Holy Season and beyond, let us be mindful of all those 
around us who make it happen.  If you have ideas for how we can make this “more party” – “less 
meeting” – as we celebrate life in the Spirit at UCF, please call 637.3186 ext. 104) or email 
(ucfldeven@twcny.rr.com) me directly with your ideas. 
 
In faith,  
 
 
Linda    

 

mailto:ucfldeven@twcny.rr.com


WORSHIP FOR APRIL and HOLY WEEK 2009 
 

Sunday Worship at 10:25 AM 

Before worship coffee fellowship with Adult Ed groups 9 AM (except Easter) 
Child Care 9 AM - Noon (Easter, April 12th, 10 AM to Noon) 

Fellowship Time each Sunday after worship in Fellowship Hall 

Rev. Dr. Linda D. Even, preaching 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 5 Palm Sunday 
 Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper (come forward) 
 Dedication of “One Great Hour of Sharing” mission offering 
 

April 9 Maundy Thursday Service 
7:30 PM Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper (come forward) 
 Dramatic monologue – Pilate’s Wife (Victoria King) 
 United Church Choir, Joyful Sign Choir, soloists 
  

April 9-10  Thursday, 9 PM ï Friday, 9 AM: Prayer Vigil (sanctuary) 
  The sanctuary will be open for prayer and reflection.   
  The self-guided “Journey of the Cross” is marked by Holy Week symbols, poems,  
  reflections, music.  (Sign up for individual, family or group times on the hallway chart) 
 

April 10 Good Friday Service  
7:30 PM Prayers around the cross with Taizé songs 
 

April 12 Easter Sunday ï Festival of the Resurrection 
10:20 AM Musical Gathering: Handbells, Organ, Brass Quartet, Timpani 
  Dedication of the Easter Offering 
 

April 19 Worship for the Lordôs Day    Second Sunday of Easter 
  Choral Service ï ñRequiem:  Easter Psalms and Canticlesò by John Leavitt 
  United Church Choir, Wind Ensemble, Percussion 
 

April 26 Worship for the Lordôs Day   Third Sunday of Easter  
  Ministry Appreciation Sunday   
  United Church Annual Program Meeting following Worship 

  
Sermons:  Copies of each Sunday’s sermon are available in the sermon rack located by the pulpit 
entrance to the sanctuary and are also available on the church website www.theucf.org. 
 

Enrichment Volunteers:  We invite adults who care about children to share stories and activities with 

our K through 2nd grade children during the last half of worship.  Contact Lynn Scharbach for information. 
 

Fellowship Time Hosts:  Your gift of hospitality helps make this a special time for community sharing.  

Volunteer to host with a friend or contribute baked goods.  An information sheet is available to assist you.  
Contact Kathy Clay or sign up on the list now located in Fellowship Hall. 



Worship, Music and Spiritual Life 
 

Holy Week Services – see Worship Schedule page 
April 9-10 + Good Friday Prayer Vigil +  
9 PM Thursday to 9 AM Friday [note new times]  
On the day of his betrayal, Jesus asked his disciples to keep watch with him  while 
he prayed (Matt. 26:36-46) At the annual Prayer Vigil in the sanctuary, some use 
our booklet called the “Journey of the Cross;” others enjoy the silence for 
reflection, to listen to music, and use resources provided.  
Sign up on the chart in the hallway for time in the church sanctuary or at home. 

 

Choral Service: ñRequiemò ï Easter Psalms and Canticles 
by John Leavitt, Sunday Worship, April 19

th
 10:25 AM 

The United Church Choir will present John Leavitt's Requiem, an inspirational 
and joyous work for chorus with flute, horn, clarinets, soprano saxophone, piano 
and percussion.  It will be conducted by James T. Spencer, with Alice Dickerson 
Hatt, pianist and organist.  John Leavitt's Requiem is for the living!  The texts 
are a collection of seven psalms and hymns (including "The Lord is my 
shepherd," "O clap your hands," “Easter Carol,” "How can I keep from singing").  
This service on the Sunday after Easter will include Eastertide scriptures, hymns, and prayers.  
Invite a friend to continue sharing Easter joy. 

 

Choir Notes  In February we welcomed Kyung Jin Park to the choir soprano section!  
In January we welcomed Cindy Choi back to the Handbell Choir!  Longtime member 
Chettie Steele has “retired” from the choir and is part of the downstairs “Congregational 
Choir” – we miss you Chettie!  Thank you to the anonymous donor in February who sent 
$250 to be applied to the Special Music Fund.  We will be using the funds for Easter and 
the Cantata after Easter.  Your gift is very much appreciated! 
 

Nursing Home Worship Services – The F-M Clergy provide weekly worship services for local 

nursing homes, rotating among the clergy.  UCF had the month of February this year, providing 
worship for residents at East Side Manor and at Alterra Clarebridge. Thank you to John Price, 
Lorraine Schmidt, Jackie Meyer and Rev. Even for leading Feb. worship services. 
 

Hymn Corner ï A Holy Week of Hymns 
During Holy Week Christians around the world sing many beautiful hymns, 
some only sung once a year.  At worship we hear the familiar scriptures and 
are brought closer to Jesus.  The hymns we sing during Holy Week also tell the 
story: “All glory, laud and honor, to thee redeemer King, to whom the lips of 
children made sweet hosannas ring,”  “Let us break bread together with the 
Lord,” “Go to dark Gethsemane all who feel the tempter’s power,” “O sacred 
head now wounded,….What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest friend,” to “Christ the 
Lord is risen today, Alleluia!”  The alleluias which we put away during Lent come back now in more 
fervent joy, and remind us that sometimes singing moves beyond mere words, adding a larger 
dimension to our praise.   Take some time in families to help children learn hymns from our heritage 
of hymns to tell the story of this important week.  
 

Easter Music Gifts A gift of $10 (or more) given in memory or in honor of a loved one will help 

defray the cost of special music and guest instrumental soloists for our glorious celebration of Easter 
and upcoming special services.  An acknowledgment will be placed in the Easter bulletin when the 
information is given by the donor.  Mark checks Easter Music, note, given in memory of (or in honor 
or) by..... Alice Dickerson Hatt, Minister of Music & Worship, Jackie Meyer, Worship & Spiritual Life Chair 
 



 

Adult Education Opportunities for April 
 

 

Forums, Bible Study, and Parents’ Place on Sunday mornings 
DVD Discussion series on Sunday evenings 

 
 

Adult Education Classes will not meet on Easter Sunday! 
 

I. Adult Forum  [Meets in Beard Lounge at 9:00 AM] 

 
April 5: James Krisher, Director of the Spiritual Renewal Center of Syracuse, will speak 
about “The mystery of suffering”. 

 

April 12: Easter Sunday  - Church School Vacation 
 

April 19: Rev. David Johnson will speak on free will and our relationship with God: 
"Puppets On A String? - Does God Guide and/or Direct Our Daily Lives?"  Rev. Johnson 
will explore the Biblical witness to the work of God in human life, the historic testimony of 
the community of faith, and our own life experience.  We will touch on our understandings 
of the sovereignty of God; the work of the Holy Spirit; God's will; and human will.   

 

April 26: Debra Virgo, Sponsor Coordinator from the Interfaith Works Refugee 
Resettlement Program, will discuss her recent trip to a refugee camp in Thailand. There 
are about 150,000 Burmese refugees living in refugee camps along the Thai-Burma 
(Myanmar) border. About 200 Burmese were resettled in Syracuse in 2008.      

 

 

II. Bible Study   [Meets in Women’s Lounge at 9:00 AM] 

The Bible Study group will continue its study of the Gospel of Matthew, using the study 
guide “Matthew” by Tom Wright.  Newcomers are always welcome.  

 

III. Parentsô Place  [Meets in Room 5 on the lower level of the Christian Education wing at 9:15 AM.]  

This group provides an opportunity for informal and unstructured conversation among 
parents. Coffee and refreshments are provided. 

  
IV. Wednesday evening Lenten study opportunities, April 1 at 7:00 PM 
 

ñFaithful Endings: Exploring End-of-Life Decisionsò will complete the study led by 
Rev. Even. The group will continue to explore the faith, medical and personal issues 
around death and dying. In addition to strengthened relationships through shared story, 
the group will study the issues surrounding these decisions in order to be better equipped 
to respond to such important questions.  
 

The ñEclipsing Empireò DVD discussion series will complete parts 11 and 12 of this 12-
part series, with discussion led by Marjory Julian. “Eclipsing Empire” was produced by 
Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan (prominently featured in the DVD series, “Living 
the Questions” and “Saving Jesus”) and focuses on the work and message of the Apostle 
Paul.  

 
 

   Submitted by Norman Hatt, chair  
 
 



 
 
 

Spring Youth Events!! 
Mark your calendars! 
 

Wednesday Evening Lenten Series continues 
through  April 1 ï  7:00 PM in the Youth Room! 
 
 

 
APRIL 
 9 – Maundy Thursday Worship – 7:30 PM 
 9 – 10 Easter Vigil 9 PM Thursday – 9 AM Friday – sign up in the hallway 
10 – Good Friday Worship – 7:30 PM 
10 – 18 – Watch for details – Some FUN event! 
19 – 11:45 AM Reach Mission Trip Meeting 
26 – Earth Day Event – Details to follow 
        Youth Ushering 
 

MAY 
17 – Seeker Confirmation 
24 – Youth/Seeker & “Buddy” Ushering 
30 – Go Carts and BBQ 
31 – All Youth Event after worship  
 

JUNE 
13 – Pool Party with Alumni 
21 – Graduation Sunday 
28 – Youth Ushering 
 

JULY 
5-11 – Reach Mission Trip 
 

 
A BIG Thank You to all the very talented performers, the appetizer makers, the 
basket makers and the audience for a fantastic Variety Show 2009!  It was a 
great success all around and will greatly help the Youth for the Mission Trip. 
 

 
 

REMEMBER YOUR PENNY PLEDGES ON THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH! 
 
 
 
Submitted by Victoria King, Director of Youth Ministries 

 
 
 
 
 



earth care 
 

Spring Cleaning ???   
Want to know what to do with those hard to dispose of items? 
 

The following is a list of many items, compiled from the OCRRA (Onondaga County Resource 
Recovery Agency) website: http://ocrra.com; telephone: 453-2966. Check the website for more 
details and other special items that can be recycled.  
 

“Onondaga County residents can now bring the following items to the Community Collection 
Center (C3), 6085 Court Street Road, Syracuse at no charge to residents.   
 

The Community Collection Center is open: 
Tuesday: 4:00 PM – 8:00 PM 

Thursday:  8:00 AM – 12:00 Noon 
Saturday:  9:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

 

*Residents must unload their own materials (carts are available to use) and sign a certification form 
when dropping off electronics; this form states materials are NOT from a business. (form is online). 
 

1)  Electronics (including TVs)   

Acceptable items 

- Computers* and all peripherals (limit 2 systems per vehicle) 
- Copiers (only small, HOUSEHOLD, tabletop copiers are accepted)  

- DVD players 

- Electronic game consoles (Nintendo, Xbox, etc.) 

- Fax machines 
- Phones 
- Stereos (including speakers)  
- Television sets 
- VCRs 

 

    Unacceptable items not taken at C3, are accepted at the transfer stations,  
Rock Cut and Ley Creek: 

- Small appliances: microwaves, toasters, blenders, toaster ovens, etc. 
- Large appliances: ovens, dishwashers, refrigerators, washers, dryers 

- Dehumidifiers 
- Humidifiers 
- Space Heaters 
- Fans 
- Tires 

 

If you have electronics, in good working condition (including TVs), an alternate "disposal" 
option, is to offer them for free to the local community for reuse. How you ask? Try one of 

 

http://ocrra.com/
http://ocrra.com/#Electronics
http://ocrra.com/trash_transfer.asp


the many online material exchange sites available. Check out the sites listed here, such 
as AroundAgain, FreeCycle and ReUseIt and give your electronics a new home! 
 

2)  Fluorescent Bulbs 
Acceptable fluorescents include 4 ft tubes, compact fluorescents or CFLs,  
u-shaped and circular bulbs from residents. 
 

3)  Batteries 
Acceptable household batteries include: A, AA, AAA, AAAA, C, and D cells, 6-
volt, 9-volt, button batteries (from watches and hearing aids), and rechargeable 
nickel-cadmium batteries, such as those in cell phones, cordless phones and 
power tools. 
Unacceptable batteries include: Wet cell batteries or lead-acid batteries, for 
example: car, boat, house alarm batteries, etc. 
 

4)  Books 
Residents must unload and then separate their hard cover from their soft cover 
books at C3. 
 

5)  Cell Phones 
All types of cell phones and their cords/chargers are accepted. These items 
are donated to Cell Phones for Soldiers who has them remanufactured into 
new components or recycled. The proceeds are then sent, in the form of pre-
paid cell phone cards, to U.S. soldiers currently serving overseas. 
 

6)  Smoke Detectors                                                                                                      
If you are unable to return these to the original manufacturer; please bring 
them to C3 for proper disposal. 

Air Conditioner / Propane Tank Drop Off 
 

Ley Creek Transfer Station (Liverpool):  Saturday June 20,  8:00 am ï 12:00 
noon  

It’s free! Bring your old room air conditioner, dehumidifier, or propane tank to Ley 
Creek (Liverpool) for proper disposal. Reservations are not required.  

Telephone Books  can be recycled year round.  Residents simply place in blue recycle bins.” 

OCRRA 

Onondaga County Resource Recovery Agency 

100 Elwood Davis Road  - North Syracuse, New York  13212 

Dave Nettle, Recycling Specialist 

dnettle@ocrra.org   or   453-2866, ext 209 

 

Watch for Details for a Church-wide City Clean Up ï Coming April 26th! 

http://ocrra.com/about_links.asp
http://ocrra.com/#Fluorescents
http://ocrra.com/#Batteries
http://ocrra.com/index.asp
http://ocrra.com/#Smokedetectors
mailto:dnettle@ocrra.org


THE STEEPLE COFFEEHOUSE  
  

Saturday, April 25, 2009, 7:30 ï 10:00 PM 
 

THE MUSIC MASTERS will perform at the final Steeple Coffeehouse event for the 
2008-09 Season on April 25th.  A part of the Barbershop Harmony Society, THE 
MUSIC MASTERS (more commonly known around UCF as "Dave Bender's 
barbershop group") were very well received at their Coffeehouse performance last 
spring, and we are delighted to welcome them back to close the current season. 
 

 

Join us from 7:30 - 10:00 PM in Fellowship Hall, with the usual medley of dessert offerings and 
beverages and fellowship.  $7/person suggested entry donation.                            
  
  

   

Itôs Spring and itôs ALMOST Time !!!  

Mark your calendar!  ï Sunday, June 14, 2009 

Outdoor Worship &  Church Picnic at Mill Run Park . 
 

Watch for the details in next monthôs newsletter! 

 
 

 
THE ATTIC TREASURES SALE IS COMING  

JUNE 6, 2009 !!!!  
 

As you do your spring cleaning, please remember  
 
We NEED your.......                           
Antiques, Baskets, Books......children’s ONLY, China, Christmas and Holidays, Crafts & Projects, 
Frames & Pictures, Games, Puzzles, Glassware, Hats & Purses, Home Décor, Infants- car seats, high 
chairs, Jewelry, Kitchen, Linens, Luggage, Miscellaneous Plants, Silk Flowers, Small Valuables, Sports - 
gloves, balls, Tools, Toys, Radios, Electronics...  

 
Sorry, we canôt useé. 
TV’s, Large appliances or exercise equipment, Tires, Storm windows, CLOTHING of any type or anything too 
large to carry in. 
 

Start putting these items aside now.  More details will follow on drop off times! 
 
Be kind......we need to get rid of what doesn’t sell.  Contact Penny Appleby or Marti Vasiliades with questions! 
 

 
 
 
 
 



What’s Up from Down Under 
 

Sharing and Caring by the Young People Of United Church 
 

Apr. 5  Palm Sunday  
  Return One Great Hour of Sharing boxes 
Apr. 9  7:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service 
Apr. 10    7:30 p.m. Good Friday Service & Prayer Vigil 
Apr. 12    10:20 a.m. Easter Sunday Service, 
   Sunday School Holiday, no classes 
 
 

CHILDREN IN OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH . . .   While at the APCE (Association of 
Presbyterian Church Educators) conference in January in San Antonio, I was excited to share 
dinner with two workshop leaders who served in churches with congregations of 1700 and 4000 
members.  Learning that I worked with children in a smaller congregation, they asked about our 
programming.  As I described the opportunities our children have for leadership and growth 
through music and drama, worship participation and mission they responded appreciatively, 
“You sound like you have a lot of talent in your congregation!”  I was struck by the truth of that 
statement and felt a renewed appreciation for a congregation and staff who share those talents 
to encourage and celebrate all the special gifts our children bring to our community of faith.  
 
TAKE-A BREAK NIGHT TOTALLY AWESOME!!    A small, but happy group of kids attended 
Children’s Ministries first Take-A-Break Night in February where they enjoyed parachute games, 
puppets, homemade playdough, brainteaser puzzles, and lots of free play followed by s’mores 
and a big screen movie. Offered as a gift of time away for parents, this successful evening is 
worth repeating!  Thanks to Martha Ketcham, Sonia and Carlos Hartman, Sarah Ketcham 
and Susie Spencer for leading this event. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL HOLIDAY . . .   While there are no Sunday School classes on Easter 
Sunday, April 12, our special celebration of Easter in worship will begin at 10:15 a.m. 
 

HAPPY VALENTINES !!!  In February, joyful kids visited Avis Clintsman and 
Marcia Ehlers at Wynwood Commons, then Barbara Hitchcock at her home, 
delivering hand-made valentines with songs and a noisy chorus of "We love you!”  
Our college students also received valentines. Thanks to Lynn Scharbach, Barb 
Dugan, Sarah McCoubrey, Jim Spencer, and Barb Johnson. 

 
CALLING ALL CAMPERS !!!!!  Grow in faith, friendship, and fellowship this summer.  Learn 
more about day and overnight camp programs at the following websites. Camp scholarships 
applications are available in the church office and are due before April 30. 
 

  Pathfinder - www.abc-nys.org/camps/  
  Camp Vick - www.abc-nys.org/camps/  

Vanderkamp - www.vk.org/summercamp/  
Camp Iroquois - www.campiroquois.org/ 

 
APRIL SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSION:  ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
Children’s Worship offerings for this month will go to One Great Hour of Sharing which 
raises money and awareness to build sustainable communities, provide disaster relief 
and minister to refugees. Return OGHS fish banks on Palm Sunday, Apr. 5. 
 
    Submitted by Judy Spencer, Director of Children’s Ministries 

http://www.abc-nys.org/camps/
http://www.vk.org/summercamp/


Congregational Care Committee 
 

Introducing Angel Food Ministries 
 

Before you get excited about the possibilities of your Congregational Care Team delivering light, 
fluffy cakes on each of our visits, let us explain what Angel Food Ministries is all about.  

Angel Food Ministries is a non-profit, non-denominational organization dedicated to providing high 
quality, low cost groceries to communities throughout the United States. The program began in 1994 
with 34 families in Monroe, Georgia, and has grown to serve hundreds of thousands of families 
every month across 35 states. Angel Food Ministries crosses denominational lines and has spread 
the good news of the gospel of Christ through literally “feeding his flock”. 

Angel Food is available in a quantity that can fit into a medium-sized box at $30 per unit. Each 
month’s menu is different than the previous month and consists of both fresh and frozen items with 
an average retail value of approximately $60. Comparison shopping has been done across the 
country in various communities using a wide range of retail grocery stores and has resulted in the 
same food items costing from between $42 and $78. 

Generally, one unit of food assists in feeding a family of four for about one week or a single senior 
citizen for almost a month. The food is all the same high quality one could purchase at a grocery 
store. There are no second-hand items, no damaged or out-dated goods, no dented cans without 
labels, no day-old breads and no produce that is almost too ripe. 

Also offered are specialty boxes such as steaks, chicken and pork. Many participants in this bonus 
program appreciate the expanded choices. Additionally, there is no limit to the number of units or 
bonus foods an individual can receive, and there are no applications to complete or qualifications to 
which participants must adhere. Angel Food Ministries also participates in the U.S. Food Stamp 
program, using the Off-Line Food Stamp Voucher system. 

Locally there are several churches acting as distribution sites for Angel Food, the most familiar to us 
being Robinson Memorial Presbyterian Church.  We already have some members who order from, 
and pick up their food at Robinson, and they can vouch for the quality and variety of the food 
offered.  To become a distribution site Robinson had to guarantee that they would meet a minimum 
monthly quota of orders.  Having done this, they now have their own Angel Food delivery and 
distribution team in place and a special “hotline” at the church.  Robinson has found that there are at 
least three benefits from taking part in this program. Quality food at wonderful prices goes home with 
folks of all income levels who might not otherwise eat as well. Folks around the community have 
begun to associate Robinson with a caring outreach (dare we say evangelism?!) program and, the 
church receives $1 per box of food that is ordered.  

If this sounds like something you might like to try check out the Angel Food Ministry’s web site 
www.angelfoodministries.com, Robinson Memorial’s web site www.robinsonmem.org, or contact 
Barbara Johnson  bjmitten@twcny.rr.com.  

Menus will be posted on the bulletin board opposite the office each month.  

April Prepaid orders must be received at Robinson by April 8.  Pick up is April 18.  

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.angelfoodministries.com/
http://www.robinsonmem.org/
mailto:bjmitten@twcny.rr.com


SPRING CELEBRATION 
Iroquois Association - American Baptist Churches 

 

Rev. David Nethercott, Acting Moderator for the Iroquois Association of American Baptist Churches (of 
which United Church is a part) invites all brothers and sisters in Christ to a time of celebration at the 
United Baptist Church of Scriba, Saturday, May 2, 2009.  Here is a brief outline of the day’s activities. 
   9:00 Registration 
   9:45 Worship 
  10:30 Keynote Address  

Rev Dr. Donald Rasmussen (ABC-NYS Interim Minister) 
A National and Regional Perspective on American Baptist Life 

  11:30 Snippets 
   Lay Studies Program 
   Burmese Ministry 
  12:00 Lunch 
    1:00 Learning How to be an Association Again 
    2:30 Closing Worship 
    3:00 Safe Journey Home 
 

For those who have wondered about our American Baptist organization of Associations, this meeting 
could prove to be informative for you.  This is also a great time to connect with other American Baptists 
throughout the area.   
 

There will be a showcase of local ministries, updates on the Karen, and much more information about 
what’s happening within the Iroquois Association. 
 

If you would like more information or interested in attending please call Linda Hickok at 437-4592 or 
catch me at church and we can talk. 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOW RECRUITING  
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHE RS FOR 2009/2010  

 

Committed individuals with a variety of gifts  are needed to fill  
teaching positions in Sunday School classes for children 

during the upcoming programming  year. 
 

How can I explore if teaching is for me?  
 

Visit a classroom in action  and  experience the real deal!  
No strings attached!  

 

Contact Judy Spencer, Director of Childrenôs Ministries  
to make arrangements for your classroom visit  

in April or May.  
 

 
 
 



Easter Music Gifts 
 

 

A Gift of $10 or more given in memory or honor of a loved one will help  
to defray the cost of special music and guest instrumental soloists for our 
glorious celebration of Easter.  From time to time some have dedicated 
memorial gifts for special music.  An acknowledgement will be placed in  
the Easter Sunday bulletin. 
  
Checks should be made out to United Church, marked for Easter Music  
and accompanied by the form below by April 5th. 

 
In memory of:_________________________________________________________ 
 

In honor of:___________________________________________________________ 
 

Given by:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Easter Plants for our Sanctuary 
 

 

Your donations of Easter plants make our church beautiful and are a 
meaningful way to remember your loved ones or honor someone with  
whom you have shared the joys of Easter.  If you wish to contribute an 
Easter plant, please fill out the form below and make a check payable to 
United Church marked “Easter Plant” for $10.00 for each plant.  Please 
return it by April 5th to the church office.  For more information call the  
office at 637-3186. 
 

 

In memory of:______________________________________________________ 
 

In honor of:________________________________________________________ 
 

Given by:__________________________________________________________ 

 
Please check one: 
__  I will leave my plant in church for delivery to a homebound member. 
__  I will pick up my plant at the church after the Worship. 

 
 
 
 
 



Building Use News 
 
Summer Preschool Program will be offered again this summer in the Village 

Nursery area.  Morning sessions will begin on June 8.   Classes will be taught by 
certified teachers and assistants.  Call the church office or Village Nusery for more 
information. 
 

Village Nursery Registration has begun for the Fall 2009 season.  Stop by the 

Village Nursery for your tour and registration information. 
 

Zumba Class: Open to the Pulbic  – pronounced ZOOM Buh!  You may have read the recent article 

in the Post Standard about Zumba (a Latin American dance/aerobic exercise), or you may have passed 
by Fellowship Hall on Friday morning and heard the Latin-American music, singing and laughter!  You 
too can join the fun in Fellowship Hall, each Friday morning, from 9:45 – 10:30, with instructor Tammy 
Panzironi.  Offered in coordination with OASIS, this program is open to all.   

 

Community News: 
 

Yom Hashoah Community Observance 
The Annual Yom Hashoah Community Observance will take place on Monday evening, April 20 (Erev 
Yom Hashoah) starting at 7:00PM at Temple Adath Yeshurun.  All members of the community are 
encouraged to attend this important remembrance observance, when we come together as a community 
to remember all who perished in The Shoah so long ago.  Yellow memorial candles will be available for 
everyone in attendance to light before they take their seats for this special observance.   
 

Entries to the SJF Annual Art Competition and Essay Contest will be on display before and after the 
service and a Reception will be hosted after the program by the Sisterhood of Temple Adath.  With the 
national theme of ñNever Again: What you do mattersò, it is important that youth and adults attend this 
important community observance together to help each other reinforce remembrance so we do not allow 
this kind of human tragedy to be repeated. 

 

 
Church Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
          

Annual Reports  - Please submit your report by April 8th 
May/June Newsletter Materials Due - April 24th 

Your promptness is always greatly appreciated! 
 

Stay informed!  United Church calendar information, newsletters and sermons are available on our 
website, www.theucf.org.   An all church email is sent each Friday afternoon highlighting weekend 
events, Sunday morning worship information and calendar items.   If you would like to receive the weekly 
email, please email the office at ucf@twcny.rr.com so we have your preferred email address. 
 

Snail Mail Address Updates:  Please keep your mailing address current in the church office.  New 

postal procedures do not allow for forwarding of bulk mail, and in fact, returns any undeliverable mail for 
postage due.  Please let us know if you are leaving town for an extended period of time.  We can change 
your address temporarily! 
 

The Annual Program Meeting of the United Church will be held on Sunday, April 26th 
immediately following worship.  Please plan to attend.  Committee and Staff Reports will 
be available on April 19. 
 
 

 

http://www.theucf.org/
mailto:ucf@twcny.rr.com


FINANCIAL INFORMATION  
 

Financial statistics for the months of January and February 2009 are as follows:   
 

This chart shows real dollars 

 January February Year to Date 

Income $27,469. $26,016. $53,485. 

Expenses $31,439. $19,950. $51,388. 

Difference $(3,970.) $6,066. $2,097. 
 

For January, income was behind expenses by almost $4,000. For February, income was ahead of 
expenses by just over $6,000.  Year to date, income is ahead of expenses by $2,097. 
 

This chart shows pledge and plate income as a percent of the yearly budget 

 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 

January 10.29% 11.72% 9.61% 7.5% 7.5% 8.2% 

February 9.64% 6.16% 7.11% 6.39% 6.51% 9.07% 

March  6.77% 6.26% 6.66% 7.97% 6.72% 

April  11.14% 8.02% 10.58% 7.59% 10.23% 

May  6.21% 5.39% 6.28% 7.66% 7.65% 

June  10.25% 7.63% 5.51% 5.70% 5.40% 

July  5.77% 8.79% 7.65% 8.69% 5.63% 

August  5.61% 5.33% 4.86% 5.85% 6.37% 

September  10.06% 7.92% 7.23% 7.65% 8.21% 

October  5.98% 8.36% 9.08% 8.65% 11.68% 

November  9.61% 7.28% 7.88% 8.94% 5.22% 

December  11.63% 11.84% 14.76% 8.72% 13.63% 

Year to date 19.93% 100.92% 93.52% 94.42% 91.48% 97.98% 
 

The above compares pledge and plate giving as a % of the budgeted amount for the year. If income was 
steady throughout the year and met projections, we would expect to see numbers at about 17% thru Feb.  

Submitted by Robert Craft, Asst. Treasurer 
 

Just what is Per Capita and why do we pay it? 
 

Per Capita comes from our Presbyterian Heritage.  It is an opportunity for all communicant members of 
the church, to participate equally in sharing the cost of the coordination and evaluation of mission, and of 
performing ecclesiastical, legislative and judicial functions.  It has been said that per capita 
apportionment is like a utility bill. Just as we pay for heat, light, water, and telephone in order to remain 
connected to the utility systems and benefit from the services provided, we pay per capita so that the 
Presbyterian system functions on behalf of all of us. 
 

While the American Baptist Church does not establish a specific amount, it does request that the church 
contribute to the United Mission budget. United Mission giving supports the mission and ministry work of 
the church through congregational and regional resources such as: Prayer and Witness, Renewal and 
Worship, Pastors and Lay Leaders, Christian Education, Stewardship and Tithing, Church Planting and 
Camps and Conferences.  
 

It is UCF’s practice to divide the per capita amount equally between the two denominations. This year the 
Cayuga-Syracuse Presbytery has set it’s per capita at $39.42, reflecting the level of support that is 
needed to maintain basic Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly operations.  
 

The UCF Board is requesting that households pay the per capita of $39.42 for each household 
communicant member of UCF.  Please indicate that the amount is for per capita giving.  If you cannot 
give the full amount, or can make an additional gift, it would be so noted and appreciated. UCF pays any 
remaining amount from our operating budget. Both denominations not only have been instrumental in our 
mission by providing resources for our programs, but through them UCF is empowered to serve the 
wider world in cooperation with Christians everywhere.  Thank you for your prayerful consideration of this 
request.                                                                                                                                        UCF Board  



United Church Congregational Care Ministry 
Part of each member’s ministry is to respond to the needs and hurts of others 
through prayer and other acts of caring.  We also lift up joys and celebrations and 
offer thanksgiving to God for births, birthdays, anniversaries and other milestones in 
members’ lives.  To update this list please contact Cindy Rosbrook or Barbara 
Johnson. 
 

 

 

APRILBIRTHDAYS: 
01  Michael Dugan 
02  Ben Girardi 
04  Lois Coleman 
06  Debbie Dawley,  Ellie Peth 
07  Laura Boland 
08  Barbara Johnson 
09  Shelly Everding 
10  Sandra Mason 
11  Lynn Scharbach 
12  Margory Sweetser 
13  Tracey Kuhns 
16  Chris Harrison 
17  Cindy Choi,  Heidi Hey-Scharbach 
18  Francie Callahan,  Marjorie Julian 
20  Robert Steele 
23  Michael O’Byrne, Sean O’Byrne, Joseph Steiner 
25  Al Arras 
29  Gail Baldwin 
30  Etta Wilson 
 

APRIL WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES: 
02  Jim & Judy Spencer 
07  Stu & Mary Jane Woodcock 
 

RECENT BIRTHS: 
Lillian Mary Van Wormer, daughter of Christine Courtney and 
Peter Van Wormer.  Proud grandparents are Rev. Phil & Suzy 
Courtney. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS: to Commander Sterling W. Dawley, US 

Navy, who received command of the USS Mitscher (DDG-57) 
on Feb. 28, 2009 in Naples, Italy.   
 

Furaha Mpinga for making the Dean’s List at OCC for the Fall 
Semester. 
 

IN BEREAVEMENT:  
 

to Martin & Mary Doto and family upon the passing of Mary’s 
father, Richard Lepley, who passed away on January 28, 2009. 
 

to the family of Edward “Hap” Abendroth, a former UCF 
member and passed away on January 28, 2009. 
 

to David & Gail Sandle and family upon the death of Gail’s 
mother, Doris Parsons, on January 27, 2009. 
 

to Helen Brown and family upon the death of Helen’s son Alan, 
who died on January 19, 2009 
 

to Steve & Chris Harrison and family upon the death of Steve’s 
brother, David, who died on January 20, 2009 
 

to Thomas & Pam Speer and family upon the death of Tom’s 
father, Howard Speer, who died on January 29, 2009. 
 

ILL AND RECOVERING: 
Gillian Knafelc 
David Hartman   
Bruce Hotchkiss   
Doug Merchant  
Pat Olmsted 
 

 

OUR HOMEBOUND: 
Helen Brown (James Square)  
Avis Clintsman (Wynwood #280) 
Marcia Ehlers (Wynwood #127) 
Helen Jean Krathwohl (at home) 
Frances Lee Muckley (Wynwood #116) 
Ruth Law (Sunnyside Adult Home E-3) 
Margory Sweetser (Home for Adults) 
 

PRAYERS FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS: 
Barbara Burgess – friend of Barb McKean 
Bill Chamberlin (Tracey Kuhns’ cousin) 
Richard Craft (Bob Craft’s father) 
Camdyn Cross (D. & G. Sandle’s granddaughter) 
Michael Dailey – friend of Barb McKean 
Tom Groff (D. and B. Clark’s son-in-law) 
Andrew Harkins (Diane Brundage’s brother) 
Dave & Ruth Hill (M.J. Woodcock’s cousin) 
Millie Harrison (Steve Harrison’s mother) 
Nancy Hines (Brad Hines’ mother) 
Jane Roche King and family – (Sarah Given’s 
daughter in law’s family) 
Kent & Karen Maynard (L. Scharbach’s brother & sister-in-law) 
Anne Perry (Gay Burch’s mother) 
Robin Regni (Irene Regni’s daughter) 
Cherie Riggs (wife of Randy Riggs, former Assoc.UCF pastor) 
Sean (Diane Brundage’s friend) 
Ralph Sandle (D. Sandle’s father) 
Nancy Way – friend of Barb McKean 
Troops in Iraq and Afghanistan 
 

 
 

Etta “Betty” Wilson, who is currently visiting her son 
% Doug Wilson 
52 Christen Court 
Lancaster, NY  14086 
 

I’m writing to thank everyone in the church for the love you’ve 
shown me.  I know that you all love me so much, you care 
about me and you miss me.  Thanks again for sending me a 
Happy Valentine’s Day Card, designed by Ashley from the 
children and youth group.  I love you all and miss you too, but 
any way I will see you when I come back for spring vacation 
which will be starting on March 13

th
.   

Thanks, and the Lord be with you!                    
Lorina Mpinga 
 

PASTORAL EMERGENCIES:  
In a pastoral emergency, please call the church office at 
315-637-3186.  If it is outside office hours, please be 
sure to leave a message on Dr. Even’s voice mail (ext. 
104), and call her home as well 315-445-3002.    



 
 

April 5 -  Palm/Passion Sunday  - 10:25 AM 
April 9  -  Maundy Thursday Service -  7:30 PM 

April 9-10 - Good Friday Prayer Vigil  
April 10  -  Good Friday Service - 7:30 PM 

April 12 -  Easter Sunday Festival of the Resurrection ï 10:20 AM 
 

See inside for more details! 
 
 

Easter Blessings from The United Church Staff: 
Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Linda D. Even 

Minister of Music & Worship:  Alice Dickerson Hatt 
Director of Children’s Ministries:  Judy Spencer 

Director of Youth Ministries:  Victoria King 
Administrative Assistant:  Lisa Minutoli 

Board Moderator:  David DeHority 
Treasurer:  Scott Manuel 

Assistant Treasurer:  Robert Craft 
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UNITED CHURCH ï APRIL 2009 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
9:00 AM Cherub, Children 
& Youth Choirs 
9:00 AM Adult Forum, 
Bible Study, Parents Place 
9:25  AM Church School 
Gathering & Classes 
10:25 AM Worship 
11:40 AM Fellowship Time 

 
   
 

 1 
6:30 AM Men’s Cov/WL 
10:20-11:20 VNS Gym/FH 
5:45 PM Lenten Supper 
and Programs 
8:00 PM Spanish 
Alanon/10 

2 
8:30 AM Yoga/FH 
10:20-11:20 VNS Gym/FH 
1:00 – 3:00 PM Circle of 
Hearts/BL 
6:45 PM Adult 
Handbells/CR 
7:30 PM Senior Choir/CR 

3 

9:45 – 10:30 AM 
Aerobics Class/FH 
 
6:30 PM  Country 
Dancers/FH and WL 

4 

NYS Old Time Fiddlers 
Assoc./FH Workshop 

5 
PALM SUNDAY 
10:25 AM Worship 
Communion 
11:40 Fellowship 
 
6:45 PM Sacred Circle/RR 

6 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
7:00 PM Onondaga Civic 
Orchestra Rehearsal/FH 
 

7 
7:00 AM Women’s Cov/WL 
10:00 AM Staff Mtg/WL 
1:00 PM Congregational 
Care/BL 
6:45PM  Adult 
Handbells/CR 
7:00 PM PCC/WL 
7:30 PM Senior Choir/CR 
8:00 PM Alanon 

8 
6:30 AM Men’s Cov/WL 
10:20-11:20 VNS Gym/FH 
7:15 PM  Joyful Sign/BL 
7:15 PM Tabitha Circle/WL 
8:00 PM Spanish 
Alanon/10 
ANNUAL REPORTS DUE 

9 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 
 
8:30 AM Yoga/FH 
10:20-11:20 VNS Gym/FH 
7:30 PM Worship/Sanc. 
9:00 PM Vigil Begins 
 

10 
GOOD FRIDAY 
OFFICE CLOSED 

9:00 AM Vigil Ends 
9:45 – 10:30 AM 
Aerobics Class/FH 
6:30 PM  Country 
Dancers/FH 
7:30 PM Good 
Friday/Sanctuary 

11 

9:30 AM Choir 
Rehearsal/Sanctuary 

12 
[Church School Vacation] 
EASTER SUNDAY 
10:20 AM Worship 
Musical Gathering and 
Festival of the 
Resurrection 
11:40 Fellowship 
 

13 
OFFICE CLOSED 
EASTER HOLIDAY 
6:30 PM Committee in 
Stitches/BL 
7:00 PM Onondaga Civic 
Orchestra Rehearsal/FH 
 

14 
OFFICE CLOSED 
7:00 AM Women’s Cov/WL 
9:30 AM – 10:00 PM 
Outside Group/FH  
10:00 AM Staff Mtg/WL 
7:00 PM Worship & SL/WL 
8:00 PM Alanon  

15 
6:30 AM Men’s Cov/WL 
10:20-11:20 VNS Gym/FH 
7:15 PM  Joyful Sign/BL 
8:00 PM Spanish 
Alanon/10 

16  
8:30 AM Yoga/FH 
10:20-11:20 VNS Gym/FH 
6:45 PM Adult 
Handbells/CR 
7:30 PM Senior Choir/CR 

17 

9:45 – 10:30 AM 
Aerobics Class/FH 
 
 

18  

9:30 AM Choir 
Rehearsal/Sanctuary 
 
6:30 PM  Country 
Dancers/FH 

19 
10:25 AM Worship 
Choral Service ï 
Requiem:  ñEaster 
Psalms & Canticlesò 
11:40 Fellowship 
 
 

20 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
10-12 Clutterbug Circle/RR 
 
6:30 PM Committee in 
Stitches/BL 

21 
7:00 AM Women’s Cov/WL 
10:00 AM Staff Mtg/WL 
7:00 PM UC Board/WL 
8:00 PM Alanon 
 
 

22 
6:30 AM Men’s Cov/WL 
10:20-11:20 VNS Gym/FH 
7:15 PM  Joyful Sign/BL 
8:00 PM Spanish 
Alanon/10 

23  
8:30 AM Yoga/FH 
10:20-11:20 VNS Gym/FH 
6:45 PM Adult 
Handbells/CR 
7:30 PM Senior Choir/CR 

24 

9:45 – 10:30 AM 
Aerobics Class/FH 
Newsletter Deadline 

 
6:30 PM  Country 
Dancers/FH 

25  
United Church Board 
Retreat/TBA 

 
7:30 PM  Steeple 
Coffee 
House/FH/Kitchen 

26 
8:00 AM Teacher 
Breakfast/Rm 11 
10:25 AM Worship 
11:40 Congregational Mtg 
1:30 – 3:30 PM 
Intergenerational Earth Day 
Event 

27 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
6:30 PM Committee in 
Stitches/BL 
 

28 
7:00 AM Women’s Cov/WL 
10:00 AM Staff Mtg/WL 
11:45 AM FM Clergy 
Luncheon 
7:15 PM Heart to Heart/RR 
8:00 PM Alanon 

29 
6:30 AM Men’s Cov/WL 
10:20-11:20 VNS Gym/FH 
7:15 PM  Joyful Sign/BL 
8:00 PM Spanish 
Alanon/10 

30 
8:30 AM Yoga/FH 
10:20-11:20 VNS Gym/FH 
6:45 PM Adult 
Handbells/CR 
7:30 PM Senior Choir/CR 

   

 
 


