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Epistle LessonRomans 12:5-18

So we, who are many, are one body in Christ, adidioiually, we are members one of another. We Iufig
that differ according to the grace given to usphecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in minisiteg; the
teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortatiba;giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligente
compassionate, in cheerfulness. Let love be genbhate what is evil, hold fast to what is good;dane
another with mutual affection; outdo one anothestiowing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent iritsgerve
the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in sufferipgrsevere in prayer. Contribute to the needseog#ints;
extend hospitality to strangers. Bless those whisqoeite you; bless and do not curse them. Rejaitethose
who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in hamgnwith one another; do not be haughty, but asseci
with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than yae.aDo not repay anyone evil for evil, but takettblot for
what is noble in the sight of all. If it is pos®bko far as it depends on you, live peaceably alith

Charge to the Seekers “CHOOSING COMMUNITY” Romans 12:5-18

Among the many, many questions | was asked thi&abeut this morning’s service was, “Where did hwa
the seekers to sit during worship today — in a grimgether, or with their families?” Today, seskeou are
making a choice, possibly for the first time in ydives, to enter a community of your own. Becalsant
you to literally enact that decision when you wilkvard in a few moments for the ritual of receptiato
membership, | opted for you to sit with your fardi-- households you did not choose, but of whahare a
part, by the grace of God.

Choosing community is not a simple act, nor isni¢ that comes without preparation. As one of yoted in
your statement of faith, today is the culminatidryour movement from one end of the church schatiivay
to the other, from pre-school classes, throughathechool grades, choir practice and worship egpees
downstairs and upstairs, Biblemania and missi@s.tYou have also engaged in a specifically desigeeker
process for the last two years to help you diseacharticulate your faith; and your readiness twobee part of
Christ’s body in the world in a new way.

Your leaders will talk about some of their actiegtiover this period of time, but I'd like to refléc another way
on this developmental experience. While the culuim, the information about church history, abdw Bible,
about our historic faith and contemporary issuesanallenges, as well as the experiences of pragerice
and worship are all very important, so too wasuhderpinning of the whole design — a program lariltwo
pillars: to create for you a safe place in whiclas®& your questions and explore your faith; ancréate an
experience that would enable you to form a commusfimutual support and challenge. That was a®itapt
as any knowledge you acquired or any other expegigou had. It is a model for ministry, not fouysakes
alone, but for the sake of the whole church, adéda the whole world.

Throughout the two years, you were exposed to d#itr traditions, to Christian faith and theology the
history and witness of UCF, and to the faith joysief your parents, your mentors, your leadersahdrs in
the congregation. You read the Bible and yowunledithe different ways that people read the Bilethat
time, you heard a variety of opinions, strong cotiwhs and passions, questions and doubts; antbgaoed to
express your own. You discovered that: no one lenewverything; people have different faith experesn@and
no matter how old or young, people have doubtscqamrdtions; their faith that has changed over tintkia still
under construction.



One result of that experience is your extraordirsiagements of faith, reflecting our shared histéaith, your
own God-given creativity, concerns of our contenappmvorld, your certainties and your doubts. Yoaym
remember that, along with all that variety, | tgloli that there was only one thing I, as your pagbpected to
see on each and every one of your statements thandas the date you created it. (Don’t worry — Bwveder
filled it in:-) The date serves to remind you thatr faith will continue to evolve as your expede and your
continued involvement in the life, worship and stad faith continues. In the life of faith, confiation is not a
destination, but a departure point for the nextdegour Christian journey.

(And by the way, the seekers’ statements of faithich include essays, art, original photographyeptints,
new text for an old hymn and a flow chart, are diged in Fellowship Hall and | encourage you tdlydaok
at them. Adult Education has invited me to leatis@vents next year on spiritual growth and oukessehave
given me great ideas about what those eventsaakK like — and with whom I'd like to share leadepsh

There is another outcome of your seeker experiédaetrary to popular opinion, “community” isn’t amance
story that happens when people are in the same gyac a period of time. To create community isitoose
to be intentional about working at human relatidgpsh Throughout your time, together you were listto
carefully and you learned to listen to one anottwerespect the varied importance of different eleta of faith
and the differing images that have power for ydind they were quite varied. For some of you it Wwesyer;
some of you mentioned sin, the Virgin Mary, andauies; for others a burning bush and the commantmen
came to mind; for some the trinity appeared in waydshapes; for some how Jesus lived was impaatahtor
another why he died; for some the care of creas@powerful call to serve the world; for otheesriy part of
the congregation, or considering a relationshipn@bd, and therefore how we relate to others isgr@enYou
chose words, shapes, images, music and drawingtess your faith most authentically for you riglotv. No
one among you included all these things, but ajlcaf find your faith in the living stream of Chrest belief.

As your worked, studied, discussed, shared gladsads, you also learned not to judge one anathe thore
or less Christian, more or less faithful, moreamsslintelligent, more or less compassionate beaafuhose
different convictions, doubts and experiences. nglthe way, there were undoubtedly, misunderstgsdamd
disagreement, hurt feelings and confusions. Yathave survived those things, indeed been madegserdy
them. In some ways, you are bound together foreyeour experience of these past two years. Yaueh
learned by doing that community is created wheeeetlis safety to explore ideas, mutual respectregaird,
careful listening, a notable lack of judgment, them to make mistakes, the grace of forgivenessttentard
work of reconciliation. That work is not done eith

In choosing community, specifically in choosingaitirm your faith and become part of the body ofi€hin
the world, you are indicating that your life oftfalives, grows and is nurtured in a community eftoal
responsibility and care. Faith is not a thingdive isolation — not just a “me and Jesus” thikaurther, in
specifically choosing to express that faith, wighaad ministry through the life of this congregatiovhen you
step forward in a few minutes, you are enlargingryaommunity once again. You have learned and grow
together, but you make this decision as individudeu are pledging to continue the work you haggun,
expressing gratitude for your inheritance of fagbntinuing to grow in your understanding of whod3was
created you to be and what Christ calls you tcatid, to be active participants in creating a comiguofi
safety, regard and respect for all people, whatthadr gifts and in the varied expressions of tif@ith. As has
been done for you, now it is your turn to do fdness.

This chat is titled a “charge to the seekers”is,lin fact, a reminder to them of their prepamafior this day

and, of course, an invitation to all of us for ayved being together in community. Beginning hdreginning
now, as we choose community again and again, masiivee instructed by our seekers’ experience and

witness, as we move forward together with thenfaith, joy, and service.



